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PREFACE 


Tlie idea of publishing this book occurred to me 
after seeing Prof A B Keith’s “Speeches and Docu- 
ments on Indian Policy ” Prof Keith’s book gives a 
selection of speeches and documents of eminent British 
Indian administrators and public men and brings into 
clear relief not only the fact of the enlightened policy 
consistently followed and upheld by the authorities 
since the establishment of the British rule in India for 
the amelioration of the condition of its benighted 
peoples, but also the trend of the exercise of British 
sovereignty to produce the political capacity among its 
people to render it possible to entrust them with self- 
government My endeavour has been to gather together 
in one book a similar collection from the speeches and 
writings of eminent Indian leaders of thought and 
action since the dawn of Indian political consciousness 
I have done this to show not only how many people 
appreciated and felt deeply grateful for what British 
rule had done for the country, but how it also provided 
grounds for their having higher hopes and aspirations, 
whi'‘h are now in the process of fulfilment That such 
a book is a desideratum and that it is also opportune 
no one, I think, will deny The present generation of 
Indians seems to have forgotten the past, and the lesson 
of a fruitful century is apparently lost on many of them 
The political consciousness of India under British 
rule may be said to have dawned with the great Raja 
Rammohun Roy He may be rightly called the poli- 
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tical QWM of India^ li "waa he who first preeched his 
appreciation of the manifold hlessings of an enlightened 
British role and what it stood for, so that hia country 
men might be cognisant of the new era ushered in by 
the coming of the British, and might demand for their 
own betterment the new rights and privileges guaranteed 
by the democratio British law and constitution The 
Baja was the first Indian who was well acquainted with 
the principles of British law and constitution, and who 
oould appreciate all that they stood for The demand 
that he with the help of a few enlightened friends 
voiced for the legitimate pobtical rights and pnvilegee 
of hiB countrymen saw the birth of political conscious 
ness in this country Those who are acquainted with 
the Baja s political activities know how enthusiastic he 
was but thui enthusiasm, as is usual in a man with a 
sober and sagacious mmd, was always tempered with 
moderation and practxcolify It was also imbued with a 
sense of deep gratefulness befitting a great mind which 
taught hiB countrymen to be loyal to the Throne from 
which such manifold blessings were derived The ideas 
and thoughts of Bommohun have persisted to this day 
and have found utterance either in the Press or on the 
Platform as well os in the deliberations of many poli 
tical oTganisationi To o careful reader of the history 
of Indian pobtical thought it cannot but seem striking 
how the ideas and sentiments of Bammohun have been 
echoed and re-echoed since his death These have also 
been the predominating and guiding principles of the 
political thoughts and activities of the country Events 
of the recent post have unfortunately given nse to some 
political happenings, and even the inauguration of a 
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big scbeme of Eoform and the appeal of a member of 
tbe Eoyal House, like tbe Duke of Connaught himself, 
to forgive and forget tbe past, did not check the tid6 
of the extremist thought and action which existed in 
the country and had been accumulating strength for a 
long time past. The speeches and documents embodied 
in this book are a record of the feelmgs and sentiments 
of the people of the country precedmg this period, 
which definitely took shape and became marked and 
predominant m the early part of 1919. Gandhi, the 
leader of this changed outlook, was, in the early part 
of his political life, imbued with the same sober ideas 
and sentiments as his predecessors, and I have thought 
fit to finish the book with a document which gives an 
idea of his former thoughts and views 

T cannot here discuss the political consequences of 
such extremist thought or action, but as it is viewed 
by the more sober and saner section of the people with 
doubt and diffidence, it would not be mopportune to 
place before my countiymen the views and sentiments 
of our predecessors, who have been instrumental in 
making India what it is to-day, and the grounds which 
they thought sufficient to guarantee the realisation of 
their hopes and aspirations raised by the Britishers 
themselves, in order that they may be able to take stock 
of things and be the better able to judge of their present 
thoughts and actions. The want of such a book has 
been long felt, and I shall feel my arduous labour amply 
repaid if it m any way benefits even a smgle mdividual. 

1 am very grateful to Mr Hamananda Chatterjee, 
the renowned Editor of the Modem JRemew, for kindly 
writmg the Foreword The materials of this book have 
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been coUootod mostly from the files of old contemporary 
papers preaerred in the archives of the Imperial Library, 
Calontta and I take this opportunity to tender my beet 
thanks to Khan Bahadur K IL AsaduUah the 
Librarian Mr Snrendranath Ooomar, the Superintend 
ent and to Mr Manindralal Baner]ee, for giving me 
every poesible help and facility in my work I also 
owe an expression of grateful thanks to Mr H 0 
Chattorjee the Manager of Messrs Longmans Green 
& Oo Ltd Calontta, for going through the proofs of 
a large portion of the book and making some sugges- 
tions 

Bar Library High Court J K- Majuudab 

Calcutta December 1936 
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Tlie non-violent endeavoiirs for tlie attainment of 
tlie political stntna to whicli India is justly entitled, 
•wIiicIl generally go by tbe name of constitutional agi- 
tation, bad tbeir origin more than a century ago. In 
modern times it vas RammObun Roy vrbo first made 
sucb efforts. In tbese attempts made by bim to obtain 
civic and political rights for bis countrymen be bad tbe 
support and co-operation of a small number of bis 
contemporaries 

To tbe public in general be is best known as a reli- 
gious and social reformer To many be is known also 
as a litterateur and educationist. But perhaps be is 
not so well known as, in modern times, tbe pioneer in 
tbe work of political regeneration of bis country 

All earnest attempts at reform, vpbetber religious, 
social, political, or of any other description, are based 
on faith in tbe ultimate triumph of truth and of justice 
and humanity, which is synonymous with a belief in 
tbe moral government of tbe universe This is an 
essential element in religious belief One would, there- 
fore, espect to find Rammobun Roy, tbe first all-round 
reformer in modern India, “above all and beneath all a 
religious personality.” Tbe driving power behind bis 
political, as behind bis religious and social activities, 
was bis intense tbeistic passion 

His love of freedom led him irresistibly to under- 
take tbe work of political reform and regeneration Mr. 
William Adam bears tbe following testimony to this 
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at all He must breathe an atmosphere of freedom, and 
not fin ding one ready made to hia hand he made one 
for himeelf Xoto of freedom wne pcrhapo the 
otrongest passion of his eool — freedom not of the body 
merely but oi the mind — freedom not of action merely 
bnt of thonght This love of freedom, so strikingly 
charactenatio of the man was a rational convic- 

tion springing from ius belief in the noble purposes 
whioh a well r^nlated and self reetminod liberty is 
capable of conferring on tbe individual and on society 
He did not seek to limit the enjoyment of it to any 
class or colonr or race, or notion or religion His 
sympathies embraced all mankind ” 

There are many incidents in his life showing that 
he rejoiced in the triumph of the couse of li1:>erty and 
deplored its defeat wherever either took place 

In the ^Condition of India ' described by him in 
the form of questions and answers, the following 
question and answer are to be found — 

9Q IVhat capability of improvement do they (the 
people of Indio) possess? 

* A They hare the same capability of improve- 
ment as any other civilised people 

From all this on© cannot but conclude that he 
desired that his people should have m course of time a 
political status not inferior to that of any other people 
This was apparent even to casual visitors who wanted to 
be acquainted with his political news For example 
on the 29th June 1828 he said to iL Victor 
Jacquemont the French naturalist who has left hi* 
impressions of India in his Voyage Dan$ I*Inde 



FOREWORD 


SI 

“India requires many more years of Englisli rule so tkat 
ske migkt not kave many tilings to lose xolule she ts 
rcclmmnxg her political independence.^^ 

In tkis book Dr. Majumdar lias brougkt togotker 
selections from tke political utterances of Eummokuii 
Eoy and many otker •vrorkers of a later date Dadakkai 
IsTaoroji is one of tke most notable among tkem. He vras 
tke first Congress President wko, in kis presidential 
address in December 190G, first used tke word Swaraj in 
tke sense of a government like tkat of Great Britain or 
of its self-governing Colonies It is kopod tkat a 
perusal of Dr. Majumdar’s selections will lead many 
readers to study larger collections of tke political 
utterances of tkose, some of wkose views are to be found 
in tkis book. If tkis kopo be fulfilled, Dr Maiumdar 
will kave led many to study tke evolution of political 
tkougkt in India, wkick is necessary for students 
of Indian politics 


December 2, 1936 


Ramakanda Chatteejee 
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1 Extract from an article “On the Trial by Jury In India” 
published In the “Sungbaud Cewmuddee” or the “Moon of 
Intelligence” (December 11, 1821), the first Indian vernacular 
paper of note, and reputed to have belonged to Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy 

In cases of life and deatlij the Administration of 
Justice during* the Mogul Empire in Bengal, was 
intrusted to One Individual, denominated Cazee, accord- 
ing to whose sole will and pleasure, cases of such vital 
importance to the subject and to the state were adjudged 
If a man ever so just, virtuous, and learned, and in the 
integrity of whose decision no one could find any fault, 
were to err through misconception and want of proper 
judgment, (and no human being is exempt from error, 
nor is it in the power of any to prevent it), injustice 
would be the natural consequence How great, there- 
fore, must have been the misery and suffering of the 
subjects of this country, when the Cazees, the Adminis- 
trators of Criminal and Civil Justice, were systematically 
rendermg injustice, and wilfully corrupting the Law. 
Erom such intolerable hardship and oppression, we have, 
by the mercy and blessing of the Almighty God, been 
relieved, by bemg placed under the mild and equitable 
sway of the Rule of England, since the establishment 
of which Government in this Country, we have been 
enjojong every happiness without the least obstruction, 
having the protection of our persons and property per- 
fectly secured to us 
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Among all the mentonons Institntioni of the 
Bntiflh Constitntion that of the adjudication of Cmninal 
cases by Twelve dismterested honest and intelligent 
men, or in other words 'Trial By Jnry *, is a source 
of infinite satisfacbon to those who have the good 
fortune to reside m the ifetropolia of India In oddi 
tion to this, there is another source of equal or perhaps 
greater happiness which has been estabbshed by our 
present Buler The ilost Noble Francis Marquess of 
HostingB the glorious removal of the Eestnctions with 
wduch the Press had been heretofore fettered Although 
it IS impossible for us to do sufBcient justice to this 
great and admirable measure of His Lordship yet to 
convey, in some faint degree the glory and magnanimity 
of the act we will venture to com|>are it with the state 
of the Dumb who notwithstanding oU his exertions 
and efforts is not able to give utterance to his Speech, 
which ascends to the palote ond there fanlten — bnt 
when the impediment in the Organ of his Speech is 
removed by the Treotment of some skiHul Physician 
he becomes overjoyed beyond expression liVe have in 
lite manner been gratified at having this Boon (the 
Preedom of the Press) granted to ns by the Noble 
Marquis to bestow odoqnnte praise on which fa im 
possible for all the languagos of the Barth coaid not 
sufficiently land the act which will immortalise Hif 
Lordship s name throughout the Dastem Begioni 

■\Ve have felt the highest gratification in being 
oppnxed by some English Gentlemen, of tho circum 
stnnoe of the Natives of Ceylon being now permitted to 
•it as Junes on the Trial of their Countrymen and we 
feel encoumgod therefore most respectfully and 
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earnestly to solicit confidently trusting tliat tlie boldness 
of sucb solicitation may be forgiven), that our present 
merciful Governor (whose constant endeavour has been 
to promote tbe comfort and happiness of his Indian 
subjects) may be graciously pleased to extend to us the 
same benefit, in the Mofussul, Provincial, and Zillah 
Courts of Judicature; a Boon that would very much tend 
to the augmentation of our happiness 

2. Prospectus of the “Mlrat-ool-Ukhbar” or the “Mirror 
of Intelligence'’ (No 1,1822), the first Indian Persian paper 
of note, said to be owned and edited by Ra)a Rammohun Roy. 

Thanks be to God, that in these days the inhabitants 
of Calcutta enjoy under the Government of the English 
nation, that freedom and security which is considered 
bv rational aud social beings as the grand object of all 
civil and religious institutions Numerous measures are 
adopted for the protection of persons and property . the 
rules for administering justice and awarding punish- 
ment which they have established in this city, agreeable 
to the Laws of England, have secured the full enjoy- 
ment of liberty and prevented licentiousness, so that 
the lowest individual in demanding his rights, stands 
upon an equal footing with the great, nay, even with 
the high personage at the head of the Government 
Every person is entitled to express his own sentiments, 
and to give an account of the conduct of others in such 
a manner as not to be injurious to them 

Under these circumstances some Gentlemen of this 
nation publish m the English language, the news of 
this and other countries; for the improvement of the 
Public at large , and those acquainted with that language 
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profit generally by these Papers receiving intelbgenc© 
from all quarters notmthatanding their particular local 
eituationa But aa the English language u not under 
stood in all parts of India those unacquainted with it 
must either have recourse to others in their enquiries 
after information or remain totally uninformed On 
this account I the humblest of the human race am 
desirous of publishing a 'Weekly Newspaper vintten in 
the Persian language which is understood by all the 
respectable part of the Native Community and am ready 
to distribute it to all who may be so inclined 

I solemnly protest that it is not my object to make 
this Paper the channel of exngerated praise to the great 
or to my own friends that I may hereby meet with 
favor and promotion nor is it my intention in this 
my Editorial capocitv to pennit unmerited blame or 
reproach to be cast upon others On the contrary I 
shall have a due regard for truth and for the rank 
of persons in authority, and in composing every 
sentence keeping in view the saying of the Poet that 
— The wounds of the spear may be healed but o 
wound inflicted bv the tongue is incurable ’ — I shall 
guard against any expression that might tend to hurt 
the feelings of any ludividual 

In short in taking upon myself to edit this Paper, 
my only object is that I may lay before the Public 
such articles of Intelligence os may encreaio their 
experience nnd tend to (heir social improrrment and 
that to the extent of my abilities I may communicate 
to the Rulers a knowledge of the real situation of their 
subjects nnd make the subjects acquainted with the 
establuhed laws and customs of their Rnlerst that ths 



THE MIRAT-OOL-UKHBAR 


6 


R-ulers may tlie more readily find an opportunity of 
grantmg relief to the people, and the people may be 
put in possession of the means of obtaining protection 
and redress from tbeir Rulers. 

3* Memorial to the Supreme Court in Calcutta against the 
Press Ordinance passed by the Acting Governor-General in 
Council in 1823, over the signature ef six respectable Bengalee 
gentlemen, and of which Ra]a Rammohun Roy is reputed to 
have been the Inspirer and leader 

To 

Tbe Honourable Sir Francis MacNagbten, 

Sole Actmg J udge of tbe Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Fort William in Bengal 

My Lord, 

In consequence of tbe late Rule and Ordinance 
passed by His Excellency tbe Governor-General in 
Coimcil, regarding tbe Publication of Periodical Works, 
your Memorialists consider themselves called upon witb 
due submission, to represent to you tbeir feelings and 
sentiments on tbe subject 

Your Memorialists beg leave, m tbe first place, to 
bung to tbe notice of your Lordsbip, various proofs 
given by tbe Hatives of tbis cotmtry of tbeir unshaken 
loyalty to, and -unlimited confidence in tbe British 
Government of India, -^vbicb may remove from your 
mmd any apprehension of tbe Government being brought 
into hatred and contempt, or of tbe peace, harmony, 
and good order of society in this country, being liable 
to be mterrupted and destroyed, as implied in tbe 
preamble of tbe^ above Rule and Ordinance 
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Firtt Tour LordsKip is Trell aware that the 
Natives of Calcutta and ita vioini^ have voluntarily 
entrusted Government with millions of their wealth, 
without indicating the least suspicion of its stohDity 
and good faith and reposing in the sanguine hope that 
their property being so secured their interests will he 
as permanent as the British Power itself while on the 
contrary their fathers were invariably compelled to 
conceal their treasures in the bowels of the earth in 
order to preserve them from the insatiable rapacity of 
their oppressive Rulers 

Secondiv Placing entire reliance on the promise 
made bv the British Government at the time of the 
Perpetual Settlement of the landed property in this port 
of India in 1793 the Landholders have since, by 
ooDstantly improving their estates been able to increase 
their produce in general very considerably whereas 
prior to that period and under former Governments 
their forefathers ware obliged to lay waste the greater 
part of their estates in order to make them oppear of 
inferior value that thev might not excite the cupidity 
of Government and thus cause their rente to be 
increased or themselves to be dispossessed of fheir lands 
—a pernicious practice which often incapacitated the 
landholders from disobargiog oven their stipulated 
revenue to Government and reduced their families to 
poverty 

Thirdly During the lost wars which the British 
Government were obliged to undertake against neighbour 
mg Powers it is well known that the great bod> of 
^olivef of wealth and rcspectobilitN ns well os the 
Landholders of consequence offered up*rpgular pravers 
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io the ob]ects of their worship for the success of the 
British arms from a deep couMction lhai under the 
suay of that nation, their lmpro^elnent, both mental 
and social, uould be promoted, and their lives, religion, 
and property be secured. Actuated by such feelings, 
even in those critical times, which are the best test of 
the loyalty of the subject, they voluntarily came forward 
with a large poitioii of their property to enable the 
British Government to cairv into ofTcct the measures 
necessary for its own defence, considering the cause of 
the British as their own, and firmly believing that on its 
success, their own happiness and prosperity depended 

Fourthlj It is manifest as the light of day, that 
the general subjects of observation and the constant and 
the familiar topic of discourse among the Hindu com- 
munity of Bengal, are the literarj' and political im- 
piovements which are continually going on in the state 
of the country under the present system of Government, 
and a comparison between their present auspicious 
prospects and their hopeless condition under their former 
Rulers 

Under these ciicumstances, your Lordship cannot 
fail to be impressed with a full conviction, that whoever 
charges the Ratives of this country with disloyalty, or 
insmuates aught to the prejudice of their fidelity and 
attachment to the British Government, must either be 
totally Ignorant of the affairs of this country and the 
feelings and sentiments of its inhabitants, as above 
stated, or on the contrary, be desirous of misrepresent- 
ing the people and misleading the Government, both 
here and in England, for unworthy purposes of his own. 
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Tour ITemonalists murt confess that these feelings 
of loyalty and ottaohinent of which the most unequivocal 
proofs stand on record have been produced by the 
wisdom and liberality displayed by the British Govern 
jnent in the means adopted for the gradual improve- 
ment of their social and domestio condition, by the 
establishment of Collies Schools and other beneficial 
institutions m this city among which the creation of 
a British Court of Judicature for the more effectual 
administration of Justice deserves to be gratefully 
remembered 

A proof of the Natives of India being more and 
more attached to the British Rule in proportion os thev 
experience from it the blessings of just and liberal 
treatment u that the Inhabitants of Calcutta, who 
enjoy in many respects very superior privileges to those 
of their fellow^eubjects in other parts of the country 
ore known to be in like measure more warmly devoted 
to the existing Govemmeut nor is it at all wonderful 
they should in loyalty be not at all inferior to Bntiah 
bom Subjects since they feel assured of the possession 
oi the some civil and religious liberty which is enjoyed 
in England without being subjected to such heavy 
taxation os presses upon the people there 

Hence the population of Calcutta os well as the 
value of loud in this City hove rapidly increased of 
late years notwithstanding the high rents of hoases and 
the dearness of all the necessaries of life compared with 
other parts of the country as well as the Inhobitants 
being subjected to odditional taxes, and also hoble to 
the heavy costs necessarily incurred in cose of suits 
before the Supreme Court 
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Tour LordsLip luov ha^e Icarued from the works 
of file Chrislinn Missionaries, and nl^o fiom oilier 
sources, that ever since the nrt of prinfinp: has bcconio 
generallv known among iho Tat nos of Calcutta, nume- 
rous Puhlication*^ ha\e liecn circulated in the 33engalco 
Language, which hv introducing free discussion among 
the Tatnes and inducing them to reflect and inquire 
after knowledge, have already ser\ed greath to improve 
their minds and ameliorating their condition. This 
desirable obiect has been chieflj promoted by the 
establishment of four Tativo Tewspapers, two in the 
Bengalee and two in the Persian Language, published 
for the puiqiose of communicating to those residing in 
the interior of the country, accounts of wliatever occurs 
worthy of notice at the Presidency or in the country, 
and also the interesting and valuable intelligence of 
what 18 passing in England and in other parts of the 
world, conveyed through the English Newspapers or 
other channels 

Your Memorialists are unable to discover any 
disturbance of the peace, harmony, and good order of 
society, that has aiisen from the English Press, the 
influence of which must necessarily be confined to that 
part of the community who understand the language 
thoroughly , hut they are quite confident, that the 
publications in the Native Languages, whether in the 
shape of a Newspaper or any other work, have none of 
them been calculated to bring the Government of the 
country into hatred and contempt, and that they have 
not proved, as far as can be ascertained by the strictest 
inquiry, in the slightest degree injurious, which has 
very lately been acknowledged in one of the most 
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reapectable Engliah Miasionary Trorks So for from 
obtrudin^^ upon Government ffronndlefts representatioiu 
^lative Antbora and Editor® have always restrained 
tbemselres from pnblisbinff even sncb facts respecting 
the judicial proceedings in the Interior of the country 
as they thought were likely at first view to be obnoxious 
to Government 

While your Memonabels were indulging the hope 
that Government from a conviction of tho manifold 
advontages of being put in possession of full and 
impartial infonnatioa regarding what is passing in all 
parts of the Conntry wonld encourage the establish 
meat of Newspapers in the cities and distncts under 
tho special patronage and protection of Government 
that they might fnnush the Supreme Authorities in 
Calcutta with on acoumte account of local occurrences 
and reports of Judicial proceedings -~thev hare the 
misfortune to observe that on the contrary his Excel 
lency the Goremor-General in Council has lately pro- 
mulgated n Rule and (bdinance imposing severe 
rcstruints on the Press and prohibiting all Penodical 
Pobbcatious even ot the Presidency and in the Native 
languages unless sanctioned bv a License from Govern 
ment which u to be revocable ot plensuro whenever it 
shall appear to Government that o publication has con 
tamed anythmg of an unsuitable chamrter 

Those Jvatives who ore in more favourable circom 
stances and of respectable character have such on 
invincible prejudice against making a Tolnntary 
ntBdnvit or undergoing the solemnities of on ontb tbat 
they will never think of establishing a publlealion whirh 
can onlv bo supported by a senes of ootbs and ntBdnrils 
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abhorrent to their feelings and derogatory to their 
reputation amongsi their countrymen 

After this Buie and Ordinance slinll have been 
carried into execution, your Memorialists arc therefore 
extremely sorry to observe, that a complete stop will 
be put to the diffusion of knowledge and the consequent 
mental improvement now going on, eitlier liv transla- 
tions into the popular dialect of tins country from tlie 
learned languages of the East, or by the circulation of 
literary intelligence drawn from foreign piiblicatious 
And the same cause will also prevent those Natives who 
are better versed in the laws and customs of the British 
Nation, from communicating to their fellow-subjects a 
knowledge of the admirable system of Government 
established by the British, and the peculiar excellencies 
of the means they have adopted foi the strict and 
impartial administration of justice Another evil of 
equal importance in the eyes of a just Buler, is, that 
it will also preclude the Natives from making the 
Government readily acquainted with the errors and 
injustice that may be committed byi its executive officers 
in the various parts of this extensive country, and it 
will also preclude the Natives from communicating 
fiankly and honestly to their Gracious Sovereign in 
England and his Council, the real condition of His 
Majesty’s faithful subjects in this distant part of his 
dominions and the treatment they experience from the 
local Government since such information cannot in 
future be conveyed to England, as it has heretofore 
been, either by the translations from the Native publi- 
cations inserted in the English Newspapers printed 
here and sent to Europe, or by the English publications 
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Trluoli the Notivea themBelrea had in contemplatioii to 
Mtahliflh, before thia Enle and Ordinance ttoj proposed. 

After thifl sadden deprivation of one of the most 
precionfl of their rights irhioh has been freely allowed 
them since the Kstablishment of the British Power, a 
right which they are not and cannot be charged with 
having ever abused the inhabitants of Calcutta would 
be no longer justified in boasting that they are 
fortunately placed by Providence under the protection 
of the whole British ITation or that the Tvmg of 
England and his Lords and Commons are their Legis- 
lators and that they are secured in the enjoyment of 
the same cinl and religious privileges that every Bntou 
IS entitled to in England 

Your Memonalists are persuaded that the British 
Govern ment is not disposed to adopt the pobtical maxim 
so often acted upon by Amatio I^ces that the more 
a people ore kept in darkness their Knlers will derive 
the greater advantages from them since by reference 
to History it is found that this was hut n short-sighted 
policy which did not ultimately answer the purpose of 
its authors On the contrary, it rather proved dis- 
advantageous to them for wo find that as often as an 
Ignorant people when an opportunity offered hove 
revolted against their Rulers all sorts of barbarous 
excesses and cruelties have been the consequence whereas 
a people naturally disposed to i>eaee and case when 
placed under a good Government from which the ex 
penence just and liberal treolment must become the more 
attached to it in proportion as they become enlightened 
and the great body of tbe people are taught to appreciate 
the value of the blessings they enjoy under its Rule 
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Every good Euler, who is convinced of iho imper- 
fection of human nature, and leverences the Eternal 
Governor of the world, must he conscious of the great 
liability to error in managing the aftairs of a vast 
empire; and therefore he mil he anxious to nffoid every 
individual the readiest means of bringing to his notice 
whatever may require his interference To secure this 
important object, the unrestrained Libertv of Publica- 
tion, is the only effectual means tliat can be employed 
And should it ever be abused, the established Law of 
the Land is very properly armed with sufficient powers 
to punish those who may be found guiltv of mis- 
representing the conduct or charactei of Government, 
vhich are effectually guarded bj* the same Laws to which 
individuals must look for protection of their reputation 
and good name 

Your ATemorialists conclude bv humbly entreating 
your I/ordship to take this Memorial into your gracious 
consideration; and that you will be pleased by not 
registering the above Eule and Ordinance, to permit 
the Natives of this country to continue in possession of 
the civil rights and privileges which they and their 
fathers have so long enjoyed under the auspices of the 
British nation, whose kindness and confidence, they are 
not aware of having done anjrthing, to forfeit. 

(Sd) Chunder Goomar Tagore 
Dwarka Nauth Tagore 
Earn Mohun Eoy 
Hurchunder Ghose 
Gowree Churn Bonnergee 
Prosunno Goomar Tagore. 
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4 Eztraet frore Utmorlal to tiit Kfng in oounfiU agalntt 
tUf Pm* OrdtnanM raftmd to oben by tbo aim* 

party 


To The King a Moat Excellent llajesty 
Ifay It Pleaee Your llajeety, 

We yonr ITajeaty e faithinl anbjecta Natives of 
India and inhabitanta of Calcutta being placed by 
Providence under the sovoreign care and protection of 
the angnat head of the Bntiah nation loot np to yonr 
Majesty ns the guardian of onr lives property and 
rebgion and when our rights are invnded and onr 
prayers disregarded by the snbordinate anthonties we 
heg leave to carry our complaints before your Mojesty s 
throne which is happily esiahlisbed in mercy ond 
justice amidst s generous people celebrated throughout 
the earth as the enemies of tyranny, and distinguished 
under your roval auspices os the successful defenders 
of Europe from Continental usurpation 

2nd "We your ilojesty s faithful subjects now 
come before you under the most painful cironmitnnces 
the local executive authorities hoving suddenh assumed 
the power of legislation id matters of the highest 
moment, and abolished legal pntdlegea of long standing 
without the least pretence that we have ever obuse<l 
them and made on invasion on our oiWI rights such 
as IS unprecedented in tbo History of Bntish Buie in 
Bengal by a meosure which either indicate* a total 
disregard of the civil rights and pnvilegcs of jour 
ifajesty $ faithful subjects or on intention to encourogo 
a cruel ond unfounded suspicion of our ottacbment to 
the existing Government 
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9rd. The greater part of Hindustan having been 
for several centuries subject to Muhammadan Rule, the 
civil and religious rights of its original inhabitants "were 
constantly trampled upon, and from the habitual oppres- 
sion of the conquerois, a great body of their subjects 
in the southern Peninsula (Duikhin), afterguards called 
Marhattas, and another body in the "western paits now 
styled Sikhs, were at last driven to revolt, and when 
the Mussulman power became feeble, they ultimately 
succeeded m establishing theix independence, but the 
Natives of Bengal wanting vigor of body, and adverse 
to active exertion, remained during the whole period 
of the Muhammadan conquest, faithful to the existing 
Government, although their property "was often plunder- 
ed, their religion insulted, and their blood wantonly 
shed Divine Providence at last, in its abundant mercy, 
stirred up the English nation to break the yoke of those 
tyrants, and to receive the oppressed Natives of Bengal 
tmder its protection Having made Calcutta the capital 
of their dominions, the English distinguished this city 
by such peculiar marks of favour, as a free people would 
be expected to bestow, in establishing an English Court 
of Judicature, and granting to all "wathin its jurisdic- 
tion, the same civil rights as every Briton enjoys in 
his native country, thus putting the Natives of India 
in possession of such privileges as their forefathers never 
expected to attain, even under Hindu Rulers Consi- 
dering these things and bearmg in mind also the 
solicitude for the welfare of this country, "uniformly ex- 
pressed by the Honourable East India Company, under 
whose immediate control we are placed, and also bj-- 
the Supreme Coimcils of the British nation, your dutiful 
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ffubjecte conaequently have not viewed the English as 
a body of conquerors but rather as deliverers and look 
up to your Hajesty not only as a Euler but also as a 
father and protector 

4th Since the establishment of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature m Calcutta till the present tune a period 
that has been distinguished by every variety of circmn 
stances the conntrv sometimes reposing in the bosom 
of profound peace, at others shaken with the dm of 
onus — the local Government of Bengal, although com 
posed from time to tune of men of every shade of 
oharaoter and opmion never attempted of its own will 
and pleaanre to take away any of the rights Ttiach vour 
Majesty's royal ancestors with the consent of their 
Councfls hod been graciously pleased to confer on your 
faithful subjects Under tbo cheenag influence of 
equitable and indulgent treatment and stimulated bv 
the example of a people famed for their wisdom and 
liberality the Native of India with the meons of 
nmehoration set before them, hare been gradually 
advancing lu scmhoI and intellectual improvement In 
their conduct and in their writings whether periodical 
or otherwise they have never failed to monifcst all 
becoming respect to a Oovemment fraught with such 
blessings of which their own publications and the 
judgment poised upon them by the works of thoir con 
tempororjes are the best proofs Tour faithful subjects 
beg leave m support of this statement to submit two 
extracts from English works very lately published one 
by a Native of Indio and the other by English Mis 
sionories the first is from a work published on the 30th 
of January last by Eonunohun Eoy entitled * a Final 
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Appeal to the Christian Public,” which may serve as a 
specimen of the sentiments expressed by the Watives of 
India towards the Government 

‘‘I now conclude my Essay in offering up thanks to 
the Supreme Disposer of the universe, for havmg unex- 
pectedly delivered this country, from the long conti- 
nued tyranny of its former Rulers, and placed it imder 
the Government of the English, a nation who not only 
are blessed with the en] 05 Tnent of civil and political 
liberty, but also interest themselves, in promoting 
liberty and social happiness, as well as free inquiry into 
literary and religious subjects, among those nations to 
which their influence extends ” — Pages 378, 379 

5th The second extract is from a periodical work 
published at the Danish settlement of Serampore, by a 
body of English Missionaries, who are known to be 
generally the best qualified and the most careful observ- 
ers of the foreign countries in which Europeans have 
settled This work, entitled the “Enend of India,” 
treatmg of the Native Newspapers published in Bengal, 
thus observes “How necessary a step this (the estab- 
lishment of a Native Press) was for the amelioration of 
the condition of the Natives, no person can be ignorant 
who has traced the effects of the Press in other countries. 
The Natives themselves soon availed themselves of this 
privilege, no less than four Weekly Newspapers m the 
Native language have now been established, and there 
are hopes, that these efforts will contribute essentially 
to arouse the Native mind from its long lethargy of death , 
and while it excites them to inquire into what is going 
forward m a world, of which Asia forms so important a 
portion, urge them to ascertain their own situation 


2 
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respecting that eternal 'WTjrld which really cominumcatea 
all the vigour and interest now so visible in Europeans 
Nor hcu thu liberty been abiued by {hem tn the least 
degree, yet these vehicles of intelligence have begun to 
be called for from the very extremities of British India, 
and the talenta of the Natives themselves, have not nn 
frequently been exerted in the prodnotion of Essays that 
would have done credit to our own countrymen” — 
(Friend of India quarterly senes No VII published in 
December 1822 ) 

24th Tour Majesty s faithful subjects will not offer 
any more particular remarks on the superfluous Bestno- 
tions introduced to accompany those more important ones 
which are the principal object of Government and will 
conclude with this general observation that they are un 
necessary either because the offences prohibited are 
imsginory and improbable or because they aro already 
provided for by the Laws of the Land ood either the 
Government does not intend to pnt them in force at all 
or It 18 anxious to interrupt the regular course of justice 
abolish the right of Trial by Jun and by toking the 
Lew into its own hands to combine the Legislotive and 
Judicial power which is destructive of dH Civil Liberty 

26th Your Majesty s faithful subjects have heard 
that Tour Majesty constantly submits to the greatest 
freedom of remark among your British bom subjects 
without losing any part of the homage and respect due to 
your exalted chameter and station and that the conduct 
of your Ministers is constantly the topic of diKussion, 
without destrojung the dignity and power of the Qorem 
meat. IMiile inch is the case in a country where it is 
•Old above nine-tenths of the InLnbitanU read nows- 
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papers^ and are tlierefore liable to be led by tbe opinions 
circulated tbrougb tbe Press, its capability of bringing 
a Government into hatred and contempt must be far 
less in a country where the great mass of the population 
do not read at all, and have the greatest reverence for 
men in power, of whom they can only judge by what 
they feel, and are not to be moved by what is written, 
but by what is done, where consequently Government can 
only be brought into hatied and contempt by its own acts 
26th The Marquis of Hastings, who had associated 
for the greater part of his life, with Kings and Princes, 
entertained no apprehension that the salutary control of 
public scrutiny which he commended, would bring him 
or his Indian administration into hatred and contempt, 
and in effect, instead of such being the result, the greater 
the freedom he allowed to the European conductors of the 
Press, only rendered his name the most honored and 
revered in this part of the world, because it was univer- 
sally believed, that his conduct proceeded from a cons- 
ciousness of rectitude which feared no investigation 

27th But your faithful subjects might forbear urg- 
ing further arguments on this subject to your Majesty, 
who with your actions open to observation, possess the 
love, the esteem, and the respect of mankind, in a degree 
which none of the despotic Monarchs of Europe or Asia 
can ever attain, whose subjects are prohibited from 
examinmg and expressing their opmions regarding their 
conduct 

28th Asia unfortunately affords few instances of 
Princes who have submitted their actions to the judg- 
ment of their subjects, but those who have done so, in- 
stead of falling into hatred and contempt, were the more 
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loved and respected -while they lived and their 
memory is still cherished by posterity whereas more 
despotic Monarohs pursned by hatred in their lifetime 
oonid Tfith difficulty escape the attempts of the 
rebel or the assassin and their names ore either 
detested or forgotten 

29th The idea of the possession of absolute power 
and perfection is evidently not necessary to the stability 
of the British Government of India since your llojesty • 
faithful subjects ore oconstomed to soe private indivi 
duals citing the Government before the Supreme Court 
where the justice of their acta is fearlessly impugned 
and after the necessary evidence being produced and due 
investigation made judgment not unfreqnontly given 
against the Government the judge not feeling himself 
restrained from passing just sentence by any fear of the 
Government being thereby bronght into contempt And 
your ITajesty s faithful subjects only pray that it may 
be permitted by means of the Press or by some other 
means equally effectual to bring forward ondenco re- 
garding the acts of Government which effect the general 
interest of the community that they also may he in 
vestagated and reversed when those who have the power 
of doing so become convinced that they are improper 
or injurious 

lOlh A Government conscious of rectitude of in 
tention cannot be afraid of public scrutiny by means 
of the Press, since this instrument can be oquallv well 
employed as o weapon of defence and o Oorernment 
possessed of immense patronage is more especially secure 
since the greater part of the learning ond talent in the 
country being alrco Iv enlisted in the service Its actions 
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if they have any shadow of Jnslice, are sure of being 
ably and successfully defended 

Slst Men in power hostile to the Liberty of the 
Press, which is a disagreeable check upon their conduct, 
when unable to discover any real evil arising from its 
existence, have attempted to make the world imagine, that 
It might, in some possible contingency, afford the means 
of combination against the Government, but not to 
mention that extraordinary emergencies would warrant 
measures which in ordinary times are totally unjustifi- 
able, your Majesty is well aware, that a Free Press has 
never yet caused a revolution in any part of the world, 
because, while men can easily represent the grievances 
arising from the conduct of the local authorities to the 
supreme Government, and thus get them redressed, the 
groimds of discontent that excite revolution are removed , 
whereas, where no freedom of the Press existed, and 
grievances consequently remained xmrepresented and 
unredressed, innumerable revolutions have taken place 
in all parts of the globe, or if prevented by the armed 
force of the Government, the people contmued ready 
for insurrection. 

32nd The servants of the Honourable Company are 
necessarily firmly attached to that system from which 
they derive their consequence and power, and on which 
their hopes of higher honourp and still greater emolu- 
ments depend , and if it be possible to imagme, that these 
strong considerations are not sufficient to preserve sub- 
ordination among them, the power of suspension and 
rum which hangs over their heads for any deviation from 
duty^ is certamly sufficient to secure that object. 
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33rd After the British Govemment has coasted for 
BO many years, it has acquired a certain standard 
character in the minds of the natives of India from the 
many excellent men vrho have frtim time to time held the 
reins of poirer and the principles by irhich they have 
been gnided Whatever opinion therefore may be enter 
tamed of the individaals composing it at a particular 
period •while the source of power remains the same your 
Majesty s faithful subjects cannot of n sudden lose con 
fidence in the virtue of the stream smee although it mav 
for a period be tainted with corruption yet in the natural 
course of events it must soon resume its accustomed 
character Should individuals abuse the power entrust 
ed to them public resentment cannot be transferred from 
the delmquents to the Government itself while there is 
a prospect of remedy from the higher anthonhes and 
should the highest in this country turn a deaf eor to all 
complamt, by forbidding grievances to be even mention 
ed the spirit of loyalty is still kept nhve By fhe hope of 
redress from the authorities in England thus the attooh 
meat of the Aativcs of India to the British OoremmoDt 
must be as pennanent os their confidence in the honour 
and Justice of the British nation which is their last 
Court of Appeal next to Heaven But if they be pre^ 
vented from making their real condition Imown in 
England, deprived of this hope of redresi they Trill 
consider the most peculjor excellence of the Brituh 
Government of India ns done nwav 

3-ith If these conclasions drawn from the parti 
cular circumstances of this country be met with such 
an argument as that a rolonv or distant dependency can 
never safely be entrusted with the Liberty of the PresT 
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and that therefore Natives of Bengal cannot he allowed 
to exercise the privileges they have so long enjoyed, this 
would he in other words to tell them, that they are 
condemned to perpetual oppression and degradation, 
from which they can have no hope of being raised during 
the existence of the British Power 

35th The British nation has never yet descended 
to avow a prmciple so foreign to their character, and if 
they could for a moment entertam the idea o^ preserving 
their power by keeping their colonies in ignorance, the 
prohibition of periodical publications is not enough, but 
printing of all kinds, education, and every other means 
of diffusmg knowledge should be equally discouraged and 
put down Por it must be the distant consequences of 
the diffusion of knowledge that are dreaded by those (if 
there be any such) who are really apprehensive for the 
stability of Government, smce it is well known to all in 
the least acquainted with this country, that although 
every effort were made by periodical as well as other 
publications, a great number of years must elapse before 
any considerable change can be made in the existmg 
habits and opinions of the Natives of India, so firmly are 
they wedded to established custom Should appre- 
hensions so unworthy of the English nation prevail, then 
unlike the ancient Romans who extended their knowledge 
and civilization with their conquests, ignorance and de- 
gradation must mark the extent of British Power Tet 
surely even this affords no hope of perpetual rule, smce 
notwithstanding the tyranny and oppression of Gengis 
Khan and Tamerlane, their empire was not so lasting as 
that of the Romans, who to the proud title of conquerors, 
added the more glorious one of Englighteners of the 
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World And of the t^o most rencmned and powerfol 
monarohs among the Ifoghols A-fcbar mu celebrated for 
hifl olemenoy for his enccruragement of learning, and for 
granting civil and religions liberty to his subjects, and 
Aurongsebe for his cruelty and intolerance yet the 
former reigned happy extended his poirer and his 
dominions and his memory is still adored irhereas the 
other though endo^red mth equal abilities and possessed 
of equal pcrvrer and enterprise met mth many reverses 
and misfortuneis dnnng his lifetime and his name is 
noTV held m abhorrence 

36th It IS well known that despotic Governments 
naturally desire the suppression of any freedom of ex 
presaion which might tend to expose their nets to 
the obloquy which ever attends the exercise of tynmny 
or oppression and the argrmient they constantly resort 
to IS that the spread of knowledge is dangerous to the 
existence of all legitimate authority since as a people 
become enlightened they will discover thot by a unity 
of effort the many may easily shake off tho yoke of the 
few and thus become emancipated from the restraints of 
power altogether forgetting the lesson derived from 
history that in countries which have made the smallest 
advances in civiliaation anarchy and revolution ore most 
prevalent— while on the other band, m nations the most 
enlightened any revolt against governments which have 
guarded inviolate the rights of the governed is most rare 
and that the resistance of n people advanced in knowledge 
has ever been — not ngomst the existence — hut against 
the abuses of the Governing power Canada during the 
late war with America afforded a memorable instance 
of the truth of this argument The enlightened inhabit 
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ants of that colony, finding that their rights and privi- 
leges had been secured to them, theu 'complaints listened 
to, and their grievances redressed by the British 
Government, resisted every attempt of the United States 
to seduce them from their allegiance to it In fact, it may 
be fearlessly averred, that the more enlightened a people 
become, the less likely are they to revolt against the 
governing pouter, as long as it is exercised -with justice 
tempered -with mercy, and the rights and privileges of 
the governed are held sacred from any invasion 
, 43rd The abolition of this most precious of their 
privileges, is the more appalling to your Majesty’s faith- 
ful subjects, because it is a violent infringement of their 
civil and religious rights, which under the British 
Government, they hoped would be always secure Your 
Majesty is aware, that under their former Muham- 
madan Rulers, the natives of this cotmtrj' enjoyed every 
political privilege in common with Mussulmans, bemg 
eligible to the highest offices in the state, entrusted with 
the command of armies and the government of provinces 
and often, chosen as advisers to their Prince, without dis- 
qualification or degradmg distinction on accoimt of their 
religion or the place of their birth They used to receive 
free grants of land exempted from any payments of 
revenue, and besides the highest salaries allowed under 
the Government, they enjoyed free of charge, large tracts 
of country attached to certain offices of trust and dignity, 
while natives of learning and talent were rewarded with 
numerous situations of honour and emolument Al- 
though under the British Rule, the natives of India, 
have entirely lost this political consequence, your 
Majesty’s faithful subjects were consoled by the more 
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fiecnr© enjoyment of those civil ojid reli^ous lights 
•which had been so often violated and notwith- 

standing the loss of political ranJc and power thev 
considered themselves much happier m the enjoyment of 
oinl and religions liberty than were their anceetors bnt 
if these rights that remain are allowed to bo nncere- 
momonaly invaded the most valuable of them being 
placed at the mercy of one or two individuals the bssia 
on ■which they have founded their hopes of comfort and 
happiness under the British Power will be destroyed 
44th Yonx Majesty has been pleased to place this 
part of your donunions under the immediate control of 
the Court of Directors and this Honourable Body have 
committed the entire management of this country 
(Calcutta excepted) to a number of gentlemen styled Cinl 
Servants, usually under the superintendence of a 
Governor-General These gentlemen who ore entrusted 
with the whole administration consist of three classes 
iirst subordinate local ofBoers, euch os Judges of Dis- 
tricts ilugxstrates Collectors and commercial agents 
Secondly officers superior to them ns Judges of Circuit 
and Members of different Rerenne and Commercial 
Board* Jco Thirdly, those who fill the highest and most 
important offices o* Judges of the Sadder Downny 
Adalut Se<«lanes to Government the Merabors of the 
Supremo Council and sometimes a Civil Servant may 
rise to the highest iffice of Governor General of India 
In former times native fathers were anxious to wlucate 
their children according to the upages rl tbojo dnjji in 
order tc qualify them for such offices under goTernment 
os they might reasonably hope to obtain and joung men 
had the most powerful motives for bcmIuIousIv cullivatiog 
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th-eir minds, in tlie laudable ambition of rising by tbeir 
merits to an honourable rank in society , whereas, under 
the present system, so trifling are the rewards held out to 
native talent, that hardly any stimulus to intellectual im- 
provement remains; yet, your Majesty’s faithful sub- 
jects felt confident, that notwithstanding these unfavour- 
able circumstances, the natives of India would not sink 
into absolute mental lethargy while allowed to aspire to 
distinction in the world of letters, and to exercise the 
liberty of the Press for their moral and intellectual im- 
provement, which are far more valuable than the acquisi- 
tion of riches or any other temporal advantages under 
arbitrary power 

50th Notwithstanding the despotic power of the 
Moghul Princes who formerly ruled over this country, and 
that their conduct was often cruel and arbitrary, yet the 
wise and virtuous among them, always employed two 
intelligencers at the residence of their Nawabs or Lord 
Lieutenants, Ahhhar-navees, or news-writer who publish- 
ed an account of whatever happened, and a KJioofea- 
navees, or confidential correspondent, who sent a private 
and particular account of every occurrence worthy of 
notice, and although these Lord Lieutenants were often 
particular friends or near relations to the Prince, he did 
not trust entirely to themselves for a faithful and im- 
partial report of their administration, and degraded them 
when they appeared to deserve it, either for their own 
faults or for their negligence in not checking the delm- 
quencies of their subordmate officers, which shews that 
even the Moghul Princes, although their form of Govern- 
ment admitted of nothing better, were convinced, that m 
a coimtry so rich and so replete with temptations, a 
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restraint of some tind absolutely neceasaiy, to 
prevent the abuses that ore so liable to flow from the 
possession of power 

61st The country still abounds m wealth and its 
inhabitants are still addicted to the some corrupt means 
of compassing their ends to which from having long 
lived under arhitrarf Government they have become 
naturally habituated and if its present Sulers li*^ve 
brought with them purer principles from the land of 
their birth which may better withstand the influence of 
long residence amid the numerous temptations to which 
they are exposed — on the other hand from the seat of 
the Supreme Government being placed at an immense 
dn^tonoe and the channel of communication entirely in 
their own hands they are left more at liberty to follow 
their own interests and looking forward to the quiet and 
secure enjoyment of their wealth in their native land 
they may care little for the oharootar they leave behind 
them in a remote country among a people for whoso 
opinion they hove no regord Tour llnjesty's faithful 
subjects thfij^fore humbly presume that the ciiitence 
of a restraint of some kind is absolutely necessary to 
preserve your faithful subjects from the abuses of uncon 
trolled power 

54th In conclusion your Majesty s faithful sub- 
jects humbly beseech your Majesty first to cause the 
Rule ond Ordinance and Regulation before mentioned 
which has been registered by tho Judge of your Majesty's 
Court to be rescinded and prohibit any outhonly in this 
country from assuming the legislative power or prero- 
gotives of your Majesty and the High Council of the 
Realm to narrow the privileges and destroy the rights 
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of your Majesty’s faitliful subjects, wbo claim your pro- 
tection, and are mllmg to submit to sucb laws, as your 
Majesty witli the advice of your Council, shall be 
graciously pleased to enact 

'Secondly, your Majesty’s faithful subjects humbly 
pray, that your Majesty will be pleased to confirm to 
them the privilege, they have so long enjoyed, qf express- 
ing their sentiments through the medium of the Press, 
subject to such legal restramts as may be thought neces- 
sary or that your Majesty will be graciously pleased to 
appoint a commission of intelligent and independent 
Gentlemen, to inquire into the real condition of the mil- 
lions Providence has placed under your high protection 
55th Your Majesty’s faithful subjects from the 
distance of almost half the globe, appeal to your Majesty’s 
heart by the sympathy which forms a paternal tie bet- 
ween you and the lowest of your subjects, not to overlook 
their condition , they appeal to you by the honour of that 
great nation which under yom Poyal auspices has obtam- 
ed the glorious title of Liberator of Europe, not to per- 
mit the possibility of millions of your subjects being 
wantonly trampled on and oppressed, they lastly appeal 
to you by the glory, of your Crown on which the eyes of 
the world are fixed, not to consign the natives of India, 
to perpetual oppression and degradation 

5. Extract from Letter of Rev. Wm. Adam, the great 
Unitarian Missionary and co-adlutor of Raja Ram Mohun Roy, 
and Secretary to the Calcutta Unitarian Committee, to Rev. 
W. J. Fox, Foreign Secretary to the British & Foreign Unitarian 
Association, expressing, among other things, the views of the 
members of the committee, inclusive of Indians, on British con- 
nexion. (1827). 
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Politica and goyeriiinent do not enter under any 
form, into our plana but it may not be altogether 
irreleTant to add that oil the membera of the Committee, 
Native aa well aa European unite in the strong convic 
tion that no greater miaiortnne could happen to Tndm 
than the diaeolntion of its connexion with Great Britain 
and that as private individnola they moat earnestly 
deeire to see the bonds o£ union even more closely drawn 
and the principles of British law more fully engrafted 
on its institutions than they or© at present 

I An artkis om th« tlgmture of A Landholder* pub* 
llthtd In tha Scmgbaud Oorrmoddy* or tbe Moon of Intain* 
BSnoo, seth February, ttu 

few weeks ogo there was a meeting held in the 
Town Hall for the purpose of petitioning Borhoment to 
©qualue the rates of duty on the Sugar exported from the 
West Indies and from this countrv and to allow British 
bom subjects unrestricted residence m India "VMien 
ofter a free and lengthened discussion several resolu 
tions were proposed and passed a Olorgymou whose ml 
ing passion is only coatontion and quairolling instead 
of opposing any of the objects of tbe meeting openly 
expressed to a Native ocqaaintonce his entire disnppro- 
bation of tbe last mentioned object ond has since 1 
understand persuaded him ond some others through him 
to present a Counter Petition which is now under pre- 
paration by the Rev gentlemon 

From what our Native friends heord from that 
Mimstor of the Gospel they hove formed the opinion 
thot the ultimate object of that prayer was to diiploeo 
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tlie Native Lanclliolders Irom tlieir respective estates by 
allo-wing Europeans to possess tbe Lauded property in 
the country, and to make a general effort, tbrougli tbe 
vast number of European residents, to convert tbe Hindoos 
to Cbristianity 

Under this impression, they linve dravn up a sketcli 
of tbeir intended Counter Petition, and given tbe same 
to tbe Eev. gentleman to revise it, and to suggest any 
further arguments that might give weight to tbe Counter 
Petition, but being advocates for a bad cause, they bo\c 
not yet been able to come to a conclusion 

Both in their conversation and writings, they 
generally refer to tbe alleged disadvantages and injuries 
resulting from Indigo plantations throughout the country 
by European gentlemen, and make attempts to give tbe 
public to understand, that Europeans having already 
occupied a gieat portion of land productive of paddy, 
&c for the plantation of Indigo, the scarcity of rice, 
the principal food of the Native population, is severely 
felt and consequently the lower classes have been involved 
in great distress and trouble from the want of the neces- 
saries of life. 

It 18 however well known to every one, who has an 
estate in the country, and personally conducts? the affairs 
of his zemindary, to what great degree waste? lands have 
been cultivated in consequence of Indigo plantation and 
how comfortably the lower classes are spending their 
days from the dispersion of money throughout the country 
by the Indigc Planters Those peasants who were, in 
former tunes forced by their Zumendars to labour for 
thenr without any remuneration or for the gift of a small 
quantity of rice, are now enjoying some freedom and 
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comfort under the protection of Indigo Planters, each 
rec^iTing for his labour a salary of about four rupees 
per month from these Planters of Indigo and many per 
sons of middle rant Trho know not how to maintain them 
selves and their families being employed as sirkars Ac 
under these Indigo Planters at a higher salary remain 
no longer victims to the whims of Znmendars and great 
Banyans Prom these oiroumstances it can be justly 
inferred that should the nnrestnoted residence of 
European Gentlemen be permitted and thereby a 
great number of Europeans become permanent settlers 
in different parts of the country to carry on plantation 
commerce Ac the condition of the lower and middling 
classes would certainly be more improved and the soils 
better laid out a circumstance the apprehension of which 
IB mortifying to the self interested landholders who are 
eagerly desirous to trample down the lower and midd 
ling classes within their respective circles 

From a reference to the reports mode from time to 
time to Government by its inquisitive Judges the cruel 
behaviours of the Znmendars towards their Eyots will 
be satisfactorily proved Besides several landholders 
who did not or very seldom visit their respective Zumen 
danes placing confidence in their managers and stewards 
allow them entire power over the cultivation but the 
managers generally abuse the trust placed in them and 
gnevonsly oppress the Ryots for their own advontoge 
They ultimately compel many of the cultivators through 
extortion to fly to other villogos leaving their huts un 
occupied and soils totally waste The fnhe excuse which 
they offer to their masters is that owing to the tyranny 
exercised by Indigo Plantera the rorenue » redured and 
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CTiltivation diminislied, and thereby they keep their 
masters in darkness. 

Under these circumstances, I hope I shall be justi- 
fied when I say, that whosoever is inclined to oppose tho 
diffusion of knowledge among the natives by tlie British 
Government of India, and by many private individuals, 
among Europeans, or whosoever is disposed to oppose the 
unrestricted residence of Europeans in this countiy, pro- 
vided certain changes shall at the same time, be intro- 
duced into the sj-stem of administering .lustice, is on 
enemy to the natives and to their rising and future 
generations. 

7. Letter over tho signature of "A Landholder" to the 
Editor of the “Bengal Hurkaru & Chronicle,” March 8, 1828, 

SlTj 

The Editor of the Bull speaks with surprize of 
a Native Landholder having manifested a wish “to 
introduce foreigners and strangers into his country ” I 
must therefore refer the Editor to the pages of history, 
and assure him for his consolation, that no native Land- 
holder ever invited foreigners and strangers to visit his 
land and settle here. But that it was foreigners and 
strangers that fiist made their appearance in the country 
and have gradually established themselves as the sole 
Rulers of this vast empire, inviting their fellow country- 
men to follow them and engage in commerce and other 
honest pursuits 

Now the question is whether these foreigners and 
strangers have proved so obnoxious to the native inhabi- 
tants and so injurious to their interests as to justify the 
3 
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latter m regarding the former with enmity and ehunning 
concord and union with them or whether these fomgtien 
here been found friendly and beneficial to the natire 
community and inetrumental in improving their condi 
tion To come to a oonolunon on thjw point by means of 
experience let ua next direct our inquiry to the mutual 
relation dieting between those joreigncTt and the natirea 
reaiding in Calcutta where a vaat number of foreigneri 
of all ranie and deacripbonB whom the John Bull re- 
preeentfl as moiuttrs, * are permitted U> reside to trade, 
to pnrohjLse land and keep up intercourse with the natirs 
population and where both equally enjoy the protection 
of British Law 

We find m Calcutta Seminaries principally establish 
ed and supported by foretgntrt and itrongeri for the 
education of native youths both in Lnglish and Bengalee 
several of these foreignert not only giro their contnbn 
ticns for the purpose of diffusing knowledge among the 
natives but bestow their labour also gratuitously in 
promoting education We find hero hundreds of 
natives of wealth and influence well informed and 
less prejudiced chiefly owing to their intercourse 
with foreigneri and itrangeri so that they feel 
no disgrace or reluctance in following the example 
of foreigner! in laying out gardens building houses 
and furnishing them nccording to the fashion of 
Europe for the cnjoymenl of health and comfort they 
in mutation of their foreign neighbours scorn at tbo 
idea of trampling down ryots * or sncb os are placed 
under them as their dependents Again we find in 
Calcutta thousands of men of the middlmg classes raised 
to a degree of independence from tho patronage of 
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foreigners and strangers, on.ioving: liLcrly of tliouglii and 
action. We daily Iiave an opportuiiitv of observing: here 
that many thousands of men of the lower classes, coin- 
monlj’- called ryots, are comfortably lodged and decently 
clothed under the protection and support of foreigners 
and strangers, without proving offensive to their superiors 
or manifesting a desire "to oppose their hereditary land- 
lords ’’ In appearance, in dress, and in the enjoy- 
ment of comfort they in general excel the sons and 
relations of those petty landholders that reside in the 
country where these foreigners and strangers arc for- 
bidden to settle, and where, in consequence, nothing 
but Ignorance, superstition and poverty prevail 

Let any person endued with common sense and 
common honesty associate and communicate both with 
the native inhabitants of Calcutta and those that reside 
in the country, and compare the intellectual, social and 
domestic condition of the one with the other and then 
state publicly, whether he considers me justified in say- 
ing, that "whosoever is disposed to oppose the imrestrict- 
ed residence of Europeans in this country, provided 
certam changes shall at the same time be introduced 
into the system of administering Justice, is an enemy 
to the natives and to their rising and future generations ” 
It IS now left with the Editor of the Bull to shew 
and substantiate the contrary, vm that these foreigners 
have proved obnoxious to the native inhabitants and 
injurious to their interests, should he succeed in the 
attempt, I shall give up the position 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

8th March, 1828 


A Landholder 
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L EAtorUl artk4 In tht Bengal Herald, owned by 
Raja Ran Uofiun Roy and a few ether native fvntkcnen of his 
party On the Preeperlty of Bengal In 1819 (June is, itO.) 

There can be little doubt that the encrease of 'wealth 
La Calontta, and tbron^bout Bengal, Has been, rapid 'with 
in the laat few yeara, and wo are naturally led to enquire 
the rcaeon thereof 

The yalue of land may be aasigned os the more 
immediate and the leeaer restnctiona on commerce and 
greater introdnction of Eoropeana aa the primary cause 
of ihm benefloial change ITany facts may be brought 
forward to strengthen each of these assertions and os 
they speak for themseWee need no preface Land bos 
been purchased in CaloutU thirty years ogo for fifteen 
rupees now it is worth, and would sell for three hundred 
Rupee * ! 1 1 Many similar examples might be adduced 
By means of this temtonal -Talue a class of society has 
iprung into existence that ■were before unknown these 
ore placed between the anstocraoy and the poor and are 
daily forming a most mfluentinl class Prenous to their 
formation, the wealth of the country was in tho hands 
of a few individunls, while all others were dependant on 
them, and the bulk of the people were in n state of abject 
poverty of mind and body, which will perhaps form a 
jnster reason for the pervading moral bondage of the 
Hindooe, than the more epeoioos ones of climate or 
religion 

The advantages to be derived from this change ore 
incalculable not merely as regards the Ilindoofl them 
selvee but as offocting tho prosperity ond stability of 
the British Indian Empire It is the down of a new era. 
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WkeneTer sucli nn order of men, Imvo been created, 
freedom lias followed in its tram. Do v,c need an ex- 
ample? — look at England after tlie Norman con- 
quest, wlien the people were Serfs, and the landholders 
lived as the Zemindars of this country did some years 
ago, but watcb their progress up to the eighth Henry, 
when wealth became more equally ditfused, and continue 
the new until the son of a butcher dethroned and de- 
capitated a monarch, and made the Bepublic of England 
feared and admired bj' the world. Do wo need an in- 
stance of the misfortune of having only two ranks in a 
country, look at Spam, where every man that can afford 
it, lives without either mental or bodily labour, and 
claims the rank of an Hidalgo, Need we go farther — 
look at unhappy Poland, where the peasantry ore sold 
with the soil AVith the many examples of this nature 
before us, it may not be deemed presumptuous fb assert, 
that this middling class of inhabitants m Bengal, afford 
the most cheermg indications of any that exist at the 
present period. 

Among the beneficial effects already derivable from 
this new order of thmgs, is the greater circulation of 
money — this admits of proof In the first place, the 
cowries are nearly extinct in Calcutta, and in the course 
of a few years they will scarcely be seen in Bengal. Ten 
years ago, a labourer in Calcutta received two rupees a 
month — ^now he is not satisfied with less than four or five, 
and there is even a scarcity of workmen. A cabinet- 
maker formely received eight rupees a month — ^now he 
obtains sixteen or twenty rupees for the same period. 
The price of labour is also encreased in the country 
Twelve field labourers were formerly to be had for one 
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rupeo a day — now pix men can only be had for a eimilar 
sran Lend for paddy was used to be rented for one 
rupee a bee^h now a Zemindar aits from tye tenonte 
three or four mpecs a be^ah The no© which waa wont 
to be sold for eight annat a mannd may now bo OTemged 
at two rupees a mannd and the entire distnot of a 
Zemindarey la now cnltirated, when formerly not one 
half wafl tilled this la m conaeqnence of the Indigo 
planting 

Let na now proceed to inreatigate the cnnfiee of thu 
change We think it may be dcmonatrated that the throw 
mg open of the trade and the admission of Enropeons 
eren with all the restnctions that have been unposed ore 
the leading causes beoause, prenous to the charter of 
1813 the etate of the country did not bear those decided 
marks of unprorement which it has done since A baneful 
monopoly checked the exertions of mdindunls and by 
its magnitude deterred many from embarking in specula- 
tions which huTe since proved profitable pUTBuits The 
arrival of European settlers has eacoumged the manu 
factura of Indigo which while it bencfitted themselves, 
enriched both England and India ond developed in 
Bome degree the capabilities of both the soil ond climate 
of the latter 

Those who hove called out so loudly against the 
©ncreased faoflitv for our trade with Liverpool Glasgow, 
Ac have adduced as on argument in their favor that 
the India market has become glutted with English manu 
iactures and that those who have exported them have 
suffered severely This event happens in all slmnar 
changes and is productive of the most beneficial effects 
The cheapness of the article induces purchasers and n 



ON THE PROSPERITY OP BENGAE 


39 


taste, before xinkno-vni, is tbereby created, wbicb, on tbe 
goods attaining tbeir standard Talue, "will, if possible, 
continue to be gratified ; bence new importations are en- 
couraged, and tbe happiness of the provider and con- 
sumer encreased It is, however, evident, that on such 
an occurrence, a reciprocity of tiade must take place, 
and that if England expects that India will prove a large 
mart for her produce, she must remove the restrictive, 
almost prohibitory duties on Asiatic produce, which are 
disgraceful to a free country The East India Company 
alone, it is said, draw annually from India four Milhons 
sterhng, in hulhon — upwards of two millions of which 
are for the pa3Tnent of dividends to the share-holders, 
and the remainder for the expenses of the home 
establishment 

We have conversed with very many Native gentle- 
men who, themselves, are astonished at the encreased 
value of their property, and wiien asked to assign a 
cause, they attribute it to the importation of European 
produce, skill and energy 

If such effects have been already produced, what 
may not be expected by the equalization of duties in East 
and West India Sugars — ^the importation of Machinery — 
and the introduction and settlement of Europeans, freed 
from the odious, overbearing threat of deportation, so 
repugnant, so galling to the feelings of every man 
possessed of a spark of liberty 

Of the advantages derivable from unrestricted 
commerce, Liverpool is a glorious example, and, in our 
European department of to-day, will be found a list of 
the Shipping which entered and departed from her magni- 
ficent docks, which is more than are numbered for any ’ 
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other port of Great Britain The revenue produced from 
which, aUowed nbout one hundred and twenty hn> 
thousand pounds for the improvement and extension of 
the town 

The late Bishop Heber a writings hove been made 
an argument against the free ingress of Bntons here 
but even this amiable prelate has borne the most detaded, 
though perhaps unwilling testimony in their favor 
If the readers of his ^‘Narrative * will remark it may 
be obeerved that he frequently states in his diary— the 
country looJu improved and the people protperout and 
happy — patted teveral Indigo Faetorxet to-day ' The 
sequel of the passage will afford a clue to the foregoing 
part of it, 

We shall return to the subject next week and in 
the meantime, we submit to the atteution of our Nativo 
jEneuds the propriety of their oonung forward and dis- 
proving the rumour that has been promulgated namely — 
that they ore averse to farther colonisation A Petition 
to Parliament from them alone would have considerable 
weight at home If the restnotionj that have so long 
hampered country bo removed India would become 
of more •worth to Britain than cZZ her other colonicf put 
together The carrying of such n project into effect, is 
•worthy of a great and enlightened statesman 

Since writing the foregoing we observed that the 
Hurkaru states that it is whispered that the highest 
nuthonties in the country ore * favourably inclined to- 
wards the remoTol of all restrictions on tho settlement 
of Europeans in the interior ** Tho Editor does not slate 
whether the power of deportation will be relinquished 
which forms the most essential part as no mao will sil 



RAMMOHUN ON INDIA’S POLITICAL DEPENDENCE 41 


down to cultivate land if he he liable to be transported 
at the will of an individual, to whom he may be 
obnoxious 


9. Raja Ram Mohun Roy's view on India’s political 
dependence, as recorded by Victor Jacquemont, the renowned 
French Naturaiist Traveiier. (1829.) 


The largeness and justice of his ideas on the different 
States of Europe have surprised me Formerly, when he 
was young, he told me this Europe, the ruler of his 
country, was odious to him. The blind patriotism 
youth made hrm detest the English and all who came 
with them Enlightened since then as to the benefits 
of all kinds which follow everywhere the establishment of 
their power, he regards it as an advantage for India. 
When we depend by the conditions of our existence on 
all the objects and all the bemgs of nature, is not this 
furious love for national independence a chimera? he 
said to me Wb.y then, while in society the individual 
IB without cessation obliged to have recourse to the assis- 
tance of his neighbour, above all, if this neighbour is 
more strong than he, why, then, should a nation have 
this absurd pride about not depending oni another ? Con- 
quest 18 very rarely an evil when the conquerors are 
more civilized than the people conquered, because they 
bring to them the advantages of civilization Many 
years of English domination -will be necessary before 
India wall be able to resume her political independence 
Without losing much 
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10 Ri|a Run Mehun Roy's Utttr to Hr NaUiuUtl 
Attxuider In r«ply to th« UtUr^s qiitrtei r*i Agitation against 
tha Indigo Pluitan. (1019) 


The advances made to ryota by the indigo planters 
have increased in most factories in conseqnence of the 
price of indigo having risen end in many better prices 
than formerly ore allowed for tbe plant I am positively 
of opinion that npon the. whole the indigo planters have 
done more essential good to the natives of Bengal than 
any other class of persons This is a fact which I will not 
hesitate to afllrm whenever I may be questioned on the 
subject either in India or m Europe I at the same time 
must confess that there are individuals of that class of 
society who either from hasty disposition or want of due 
discretion have proved obnoxious to those who expected 
milder treatment from them But my dear air you 
are well aware that no general good con be effected with 
ont some partial enl and in this instance I om happy 
to say that the former greatly preponderates over the 
latter If any class of the noUves ' would gladly see 
them all turned out of the country,*' it would be the 
lemindars in general since in many instances tbe plan 
ters have enccessfuUy proleclod the ryots against the 
tyranny and oppression of their landlords 

11 Rija Ram Hohun Roy's s pso ct i at ■ PtJbTIe Mtstlng hiU 
In ths Town HtJl of OsIeutU (ism Decwnbsr, lilt) for ttM 
porpOM of pstltlonlng Parflimont to threw eptn ths Chins and 
India trads and to provids, on the tiplraflon of fhs oilstlng 
ehsrt*r of the East India Company, for the unfsttsrtd appllestlon 
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Of British skill, capital and industry to the commercial and 
agricultural resources of Inida. 

In supporting tlie resolution on tlie last subject, Rom 
Mobun Roy said* “From personal experience I am im- 
pressed witb tbe conviction that tbe greater our inter- 
course mtb European Gentlemen tbe greater vdll be our 
improvement in literary, social and political affairs, a 
fact vbicb can be easily proved by comparing tbe con- 
dition of those of my countrymen wbo bave enjoyed tbis 
advantage, ivitb tbat of those -who unfortunately bave 
not bad tbat opportunity, and a fact vrbicb I could, to 
tbe best of my belief, declare on solemn oath before any 
assembly As to tbe indigo planters I beg to observe 
tbat I bave travelled through several districts in Bengal 
and Bebar and I found tbe natives residing in tbe 
neighbourhood of Indigo plantations evidently better 
clothed and better conditioned than those who lived at 
a distance from such stations. There may be some 
partial injury done by tbe Indigo planters, but on tbe 
whole, they bave performed more good to tbe generality 
of tbe natives of this country, than any other class of 
Europeans whether in or out of tbe Service ” 

12. (Prince) Dwarkanath Tagore’s speech at the above 
meeting. (I6th December, 1829.) 

In moving tbe resolution, “Tbat this Meetmg, con- 
sidering one of tbe mam legal obstructions to commer- 
cial, agricultural and manufacturmg improvement to 
consist in tbe obstacles, which are opposed to tbe occu- 
pancy or acquisition of land by British subjects, and 
agamst their free resort to, and unmolested residence 
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within the Imuts of the Company s administration does 
approve and confirm tho conolndinff prayer of the former 
Petitions to Parliament for the abolition of all such 
restrictions on the resort of British subjects to, and on 
their residence in India as are calculated to ofiect the 
Commercial prosperity of the Country ** Dwarkanoth 
said **With reference to the subject more immediately 
before the meeting, I beg to state that I hove several 
Zemindaries in ranotis districts and that I have found 
the cultivation of indigo and residence of Europeans hare 
considerably benefited the country and the community 
at large tie Zemindars becoming wealthy and pros- 
perous the Ryots materially improved in their condition 
and possessing many more comforts tb ap the genenibty 
of my countrymen where Indigo cultivation and manu 
facture is not earned on the vnlne of land in the vioinity 
to be considerably enhanced and cultivation rapidly pro- 
gressing I do not make these statements merely from 
hearsay, but from personal observation and expenenco 
as I have nsited the places referred to repeatedly and 
in consequence am well acquainted with tho character 
and manner of the Indigo Planters There may be a 
few exceptions as regard the general condnet of Indigo 
Planters but they are extremely limited and comporotivo- 
ly speaking of the most trifling importance I may bo 
permitted to mention an instance in support of this state- 
ment- Some years ago when Indigo was not so generally 
maunfactnred one of my estates where there was no 
cultivation of Indigo did not yield a sufilcient income 
to pay the Government assessment but within a few 
years by the introduction of Indigo theta is now not o 
Biggah on tho estate untilJcd ond it gives me o hood 
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some profit, several of my relations and friends^ -vrliose 
affairs I am ivell acquainted with, have in like manner 
improved their property, and are receiving a large in- 
come from their estates If such beneficial effects as 
these I have enumerated have accrued from the bestowing 
of European skill in one article of production alone, what 
further advantages may not be anticipated from the 
unrestricted application of British Skill, Capital, and 
Industry to the very many articles which this country 
is capable of producing, to as great extent and of as 
excellent a quality, as any other in the world, and which 
of course cannot be expected to be produced without the 
free recourse of Europeans?'’ 


13. Article on the "Political Faith of Educated Hindoos” 
In the "Reformer”, (July 1831), a renowned English Weekly, 
owned by the (Hon'ble) Prosonno Coomar Tagore, one 
of the great followers of Raja Ram Mohun Roy and champion of 
his reform activities. 

We are glad to find the John Bull has at 
last acknowledged that (although he had commenced 
to blow the trumpet of alarm from the day of 
our birth) we have produced no harm whatever 
in the country, and has thus unequivocally ad- 
mitted that up to this day his alarms have proved 
false This is sufficient for us, and we leave him to palm 
his prophetic speculations into futurity on those who 
are silly enough to lend him an attentive ear The 
subject however deserves our attention inasmuch as it 
has been taken up by those to whose advice we are ever 
ready to listen If our voice is at all the voice of the 
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Native populataon particularly of the enlightened por 
bon of them our repreeentabona of the feelings of this 
olaas should he looked upon as more true ond correct than 
Trhat the English Editors can give from their partial 
intercourse with the Nafavcs With regard to the subject 
we are considering we shall in n few words develop the 
real feelings which prcvafl amongst us If we were 
to be asked what Ghrremment we would prefer English 
or any otherP we would one and all reply English by 
all means — ay evan in preference to a Hindoo Govern 
ment Bnt it is a truism which need not be urged 
that no human insbtubon is perfect, and they will admit 
of improvamente we accordingly take the liberty of 
pointing out the defects which we perceive in the emit 
mg insUtubons of the country with a sincere desire for 
their improvement which u attended to only strengthen 
the amicable bonds of that union from which flows the 
happmess of the subject and the permanent security of 
the Buler 

IS. Rsja Rare Uc4nn Rpy*a sp§$ et i at ttie Dtnntr gittn to 
him on etb July ia» at On City of London Ttvtm, by On 
HDn*bts East India Company 

That day was he said one to which he had looked 
forward with the greatest degree of eipectotion It re^ 
joiced him to be seated amongst a body of genflrmen 
wbo bod with such humanity and kindness carried on 
the government of India Before the period at which 
India had become tnbntary to Great Britain it was the 
scene of the roost frequent and bloody conflicts In the 
vonouB proTincei of the Eastern drminiona nothing was 
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to "be seen but plunder and devastation, there v^as no 
security for property or for life, until, by the interference 
of this country, the great sources (.f discord were checked, 
education has advanced, and the example of the British 
system of dominion had a conciliating effect upon the 
natives of the East He felt most grateful to the various 
illustrious persons who had filled from time to time the 
office of Governor-General — ^to liords Cornwallis, Wel- 
lesley, and Hastings, — ay, and to the nobleman at present 
in power, Lord William Bentiuck, who had laid aside 
everything like show or ostentation, and exhibited no 
symptom of arbitrary authority, but, on the contrary, 
had done all in his power to gain the good opinions of 
the natives of India, and so raise them in the scale of 
nations He felt proud and grateful at what India was 
experiencing, and he Irusted that so long as she should 
remam amongst the nations of the earth, she would be 
ruled by Government equally popular and distmgmshed 
by similar acts of kmdness, conciliation, and humanity 

15. Extract from a Letter of Raja Ram Mohun Roy written 
to a friend In India from England. (1832.) 

I lately sent you two dispatches by the ships 
Geotgiana and Rozhurgh Castle, and now lose no time in 
informing you that the East India Juries and Justices 
Bill has passed into a law, (on the 16th instant,) notwith- 
standing strenuous opposition on the part of the Company 
and some of their servants The natives of India are 
indebted only to Mr Charles Grant, President of the 
Board of Control, for this just and liberal measure, which 
must iave the effect of raising them morally and politi- 
cally Both the Hindoos and Moossulmans are now 
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entitled eqnnlly with CBnstians fo serve as Jnsticet of 
the Peace as vrell as to ait on both Grand and Petty iTnnes 
No longer can a spirit of reli^oiiB rancour find its way 
into India. Now I beg you to recollect how much des- 
pair was expressed when we were preparing the petition 
to Parliament five or six years ago praying for the re- 
moval of the religious distinctions contained in Mr 
"Wynn s act. Even in one of yonr letters received by 
me some time ago you intimated that 'there was no nse 
in petitioning Parliament and seeking justice for the 
natrvee of India since only a few speeches are mode on 
the presenting the petition and then the subject drops 
I fnllv admit that you were perfectly right as regards 
the nature and character of the former Government and 
Parliament. The cose is now however very much al 
tered The present Government seems very liberal and 
the voice of the mighty people of England grows etery 
day stronger in proportion fo the growth of their intelh 
gence X must at the same tune confess that the progress 
wo have made in India as to knowledge or politics is by 
no means equal to that mode here by the English I 
therefore beg to observe that moderation and prudence 
should not be lost sight of by our countrymen "Wo 
should not bo too hasty and too sanguine in raising our 
condition since gradual improvements are most durable 
Though it 18 impossiblo for a thmkiDg mau not to 
feel the evils of political subjection and dependence on a 
foreign people yet when wo reflect on the advantages 
wibch wo have derived and may hope to derive from 
our connection with Great Britain we may he rocon 
oiled fo the present state of things which promises per 
manent benefits to our posterity Besides seounty from 
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foreign invaders and internal plunderers, let us ask our- 
selves, ivlietlier vre could have rescued ourselves from tke 
stigma of female murder (Suttee-burning) but for the 
English? Whetber we could otherwise have obturned 
the power of equalizing ourselves with the rulers of the 
country in regard not only to civil but to criminal 
jurisprudence? 

16. (The Hon'ble Mr.) Prosonno Coomar Tagore's speech at 
the Free Press Dinner held at the Town Hall, Calcutta, on the 
9th February, 1838. 

Gentlemen, as a friend of the late B-am Mohun Boy, 
and one who was glad to participate, though in a mmor 
degree, in the persecutions he suffered, and as a native of 
India, I rise to offer you my warmest thanks for the 
honor you have done to the memory of my late lamented 
friend, and for the interest you have expressed for the 
improvement of my country "When you hear that we 
complam of omissions on the part of Government as 
regards the improvement of our country and the cause 
of education, I wish you not to understand that we mean 
to say, that it has totally neglected to perform its duty, 
but that it had not done so much m this respect as it 
ought and could have done The day when the distinc- 
tions of color, caste, and religion, and the difference 
between conquerors, and conquered will be totally 
banished, is, I am happy to say, fast approaching, when 
we shall be treated not as conquered but as fellow-sub- 
jects of the British crown (Cheers ) Some have thought fit 
to surmise, that by the diffusion of education among the 
people of India, the connexion between her and England 
4 



60 


DWARKANAJH TAGORE’S SPEECH 


will ultimately te diaaolvepd THese people I say, are 
qiut© -wrong because il gratitude be a feeling inbeient 
in human nature and if educntion and enlightenment 
tend to chenah that feeling how can it be asserted that, 
if India owe to England, her mother country, a henry 
debt of gratitude for her enlightenment that she will 
prove an ungrateful daughter^ Ifo on the contrary edu 
cation and allowing to the people of India the exerciie 
of the political pnnlegea regarding the English os at 
home, la the aurest way of establishing British rule in 
India on the firmest basis Althougb, gentlemen you 
perceive but a small number of mj countrymen present 
this evening to do honor to the occasion yet I hare 
reason to bebeve that it wil! not be long ere this causa 
of complaint against them will be removed Tho day 
will 60on come when in this hall and on such an occasion, 
your number will not command so oronrhelming a 
majority but rather be in the minority I cannot, 
gentlemen proceed further Though thoughts I hare, 
I have not language sufflcient at command to express 
them I therefore conclude with ogam returnmg you 
my warmest thanks for the honor you Lave done by the 
lost toast (Cheers ) 

17 (Prines) Dwarmuuith Taters s spseeh tn rspty to tht 
toast proposed by thi Lord Uayor oJ London at a bsnqutt hild 
In his honour at the Elaralon-houss, London. (IMl ) 

The company could not, he said expect to hear him 
•pcok well in a language foreign to him IIo could not 
nt any rate express his gratitude in that languoge In 
deed he know no languoge which could describe thol 
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sentiment (Clieers ) It was not merely because be was 
received and tieated in so flattering a mannei that nigbt, 
and in tbat company, but because ever since be set bis 
foot upon English ground be bad experienced tbe most 
unexpected Jcindness and attention He spoke tbis as 
refering to bimself as a stranger. But if be felt as be 
ought tbe distinction and friendship with wliicb be bad 
been treated, what must bis country, "which bad been 
saved from utter destruction by tbe national friendship 
and humanity of England, feel upon looking to tbe 
glorious result? (Cheers ) 'It "was England who sent 
out Clive and Cornwallis to benefit India by their counsels 
and arms It was England tbat sent out of tbat distant 
nation tbe great man who bad succeeded in establishing 
peace in tbe world, and who was tbe first man tbat intro- 
duced a proper and permanent order of things in tbe 
East It was tbe country which tbe company be 
addressed represented tbat, to tbe honour of human 
nature, protected bis countr5rmen form tyranny and 
villainy (Loud cheers) And all this was done — ^not 
m tbe expectation of a requital — not in tbe hope of any- 
thing whatever in return, but from tbe mere love of 
doing good QVenty miHions of money were given to 
check one horrible system of cruelty in tbe West Indies 
by tbe very people who spilt their blood and expended 
their treasure in opposing tbe torrent of oppression in 
tbe East (Loud cheers ) It was impossible for bis 
countrymen to treat tlie English with ingratitude. He 
was confident tbat they could never be such fatal enemies 
to themselves as to exchange for tbe benignant protec- 
tion of tbe British, tbe awful villainy and tyranny of 
. . or tbe Russians (Loud cheers ) 
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18. (Prtnee) Onrkanath Tiiana apMoh at a ipaelal 
maatlni hafd In Edinburgh (1848) by tht Haglctratn and 
Ooimdt of tht City to eonftr upon him tha Praadotn of tha City 

My Lord Provost and Gontlemen — I appreciate 
more lughly than I can express the diatinotion which 
has this day been so unexpectedly conferred upon me 
by the Lord Provost the Magistrates and CJouncil of thii 
onoient and learned city Though not permitted till 
yesterday to behold any part of the beautiful and 
pomantao country of whioh thu city is the proud and 
justly celebrated metropolis I was not a stranger to 
your eventful history nor to the labours of your men 
of science and literature and least of all to the enter 
prise the talents and the patnotisni of the many eons 
of Scotland who have distinguished themselves in that 
part of Her Majesfy s dominions with which by birth 
by fortune and by strong affection I nm connected 
Let me take this opportuni^ of gratefully acknowledg 
mg, that the first wish which rose m my bosom to tread 
the shores of the British Isles was inspired by a 
friend, who was a native of this country I am happy 
that I cherished and have lived to fulfil that wish 
(cheen) The reception I have uniformly experienced 
from the first moment of my arrival in Great Britain 
imtil the present and the facilities now afforded and 
still increasing, for visitmg this country will I con 
fidently trust operate as an inducement to many other# 
of my countrymen to follow my example, and have the 
effect of uniting still more closely in the bonds of 
mutual mterest acquaintanceship and good feeling the 
natives of the most distont ports of Her Majesty s pov 
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sessions (applause) ify Lord Provost and Gentlemen, 
permit me tn assure 3’on, tliat it -will be to me a source 
of no ordinary gratification on my return to India, to 
know that, tbongb far away from you, I am enrolled 
among you as a fellow-citizen Allow me to say, too, 
that I sball eagerly embrace every opportunity of dis- 
cbargmg tbe duties of a fellow-citizen to tbe sons of 
your soil, wbom it may be my happiness to meet in my 
native land It sball be my endeavour to make such 
feel as much at borne in Calcutta as I bave been made 
to feel in Edinburgh If, m years that are past, I bave 
felt it to be alike my duty and my privilege to advance 
tbe common interests of this country, and of that to 
which I more peculiarly belong, whose destinies bave 
been committed to your control, I sball henceforward 
find an additional motive in tbe remembrance of this 
day’s transactions, since I am now not merely your 
fellow-subject, but your fellow-citizen (loud cheers) 
My Lord Provost and Gentlemen, I return you^ my most 
grateful thanks for tbe flattering compliment you bave 
bestowed upon me, tbe value of which will be much 
augmented if you will permit me to regard it as a token 
of tbe mterest with which you view tbe coxmtry of my 
birth, and a pledge that you will co-operate m all wise 
and peaceable measures for its improvement and happi- 
ness (cheers). In conclusion, I would express my 
earnest wish for the prosperity of Edmburgh, and of 
this kmgdom at large, and my fervent hope that under 
the mild, enlightened, and benignant sway of that 
gracious Sovereign whom you are about to welcome to 
your city, the various parts of this vast empire, and all 
its dependencies, may be firmly consolidated, and all 



54 DWARKAJfATH S LETTER TO COUHT OF DIEECrOHS 

claasea of Her Ifajestya snbjecta have cause fo rejoice 
thsit Bo extenaive a dominion has been entrusted to the 
Government under which it is our happmeaa to live 
(cheers) 

fe (Prfno*) OmuKarath Ta«ofsi LetUr to tfis Court of 
DfreotOfS 25th Ootobor 1541 


Pans 26th October lftt2 


Gentlemen — I have received with a pnde and 
pleasure I cannot find words to eoqiress the letter with 
which you have honoured me If my efforts to pro- 
mote the improvements of my countrymen end the 
welfare of my native land had been attended by suffer- 
ing privation, or evil to myself I ehonld have sought 
no higher recompense than the flattering opinion the 
Honourable the Court of Directors bnvo been pleased to 
express of my conduct and the gratifying testimonial 
of that opinion to which you advert and which I sholl 
be proud to wear I repeat, that, if distress ond danger 
had beset my poth I should have considered myself 
more thou reworded by the distinguished honour now 
couferred upon me but I felt with confidence ond not 
less with gratitude that under the just and liberal rule 
of the Honourable Court an honest cilitcn seeVing to 
improve the condition of his country by legal ond not 
Unworthy means had eve ry thing to hopo for and nothing 
to apprehend I have worled in mv humble sphere 
under a firm conviction that the happiness of India n 
best eecured by her connexion with your own great ond 
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glorious country, and that the more the people of that 
vast empire were enlightened, the more sensible they 
would become of the invincible power of the protecting 
state, and of the excellence of a government, whose 
pure and benevolent intentions, whose noble solicitude 
for the welfare and improvement of the millions com- 
mitted by Providence to its charge, may challenge the 
admiration of the wide world To yourselves, gentle- 
men, allow me to offer my unfeigned thanks for th6 
manner in which you have communicated the gracious 
sentiments and intentions of the Honourable Court 
The honour, so great in itself, has been doubly accept- 
able by the terms in which your kindness conveyed it 
Indeed, if I might be allowed, I would solicit permis- 
sion to present my humble and grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the Honourable Court individually, as well as 
collectively, for this generous hospitality, delicate 
courtesy, and unvaried goodness, which I shall not cease 
to remember with gratitude while I live I have the 
honour to be, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, 
your most obedient servant, 

Dwarkanauth Tagore 

20 Extract from the Presidential Address of Baja Radhaoant 
Deb, (the first President of the British Indian Association, 
Calcutta), at a Native Meeting held In the town Hall of 
Calcutta (29th July, 1853) to consider a Petition to be sent 
to the Parliament in England on the Charter question. 


In the first place, it is incumbent on me to say and, 
on all others, to know, that we have not met here with 
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any feeling# of hortflity toward# the Hon ble Eaat India 
Company but witli the Tiew of obtaining a yuit recog 
mtion of our rights and pnyilege# from onr benign 
ruler#. 

The Hindus in this part of India I am happy to 
observe have alway# been the moat loyal Bubject# of 
the British Cro w n , evinced a deep interest in its 
prosperity and were greatly instmmental in procuring 
for it, its earliest temtonal acquisitions in India 

Will not those persona who have before the Com 
mrttee on Indian Affairs blackened the character of the 
Hindoo# #0 loyal, so faithful and bo devoted to the 
interest# of their ruler# be censured by all impartial 
menP Do not the least obecmng of all obierrert 
amongfft us, see clearly how grossly they have distorted 
facts P 


ff Utter to the Gorenwr>OefTersJ et India from tbe 
BrItWi Indtan AsneUtton, Qsicutta, (» Mar 1tS7), on the 
bruUng out of the Sepoy MutMy «rith Its Reply 

To the Bt Hon Tile Lord t jscount Canning 

Governor General of India 

My Lord — We the President Vice-President and 
Committee of the Bntieh Indian Association beg leave 
to approach your Lordship with the accompanying copy 
of Besolutions which we felt our duty to record on 
hearing of the deplorable events which hove lately 
occurred at Meerut and Delhi 

We have also resolved to circulate these resolutions 
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among onr countrymen in tlie interior, and to make 
known tlieir purport generally by means of translations 
Were we permitted to add any thing to these reso- 
lutions, it would be an expression of our admiration 
for, and confidence in, your Lordship’s conduct of affairs 
at this crisis 


We have the honor to subscribe ourselves. 
My Lord, your Lordship’s most humble 

servants 

(Sd) Radhakant, Bajah Bahadoor 
,, Baja Kalikrishna Bahadoor, V P. 

„ Pertaub Chunder Sing and others 


Extract Proceedings of a Meeting of the Committee 
of the British Indian Association held on the 22nd May 
1857 

The Committee of the British Indian Association 
have heard of the disastrous events which have lately 
-occurred at Meerut and Delhi with deep concern and 
sorrow- 

The Committee view with disgust and horror the 
disgraceful and mutmous conduct of the native soldiery 
at those stations, and the excess committed by them, 
and confidently trust to find that they have met with 
no sympathy, countenance, or support from the bulk 
of the civil population of that part of the country, or 
from any reputable or influential classes among them 

The Committee of the Association record without 
hesitation of their conviction of the utter groundlessness 
of the reports that have led a hitherto faithful body of 
the soldiers of the state to the commission of the gravest 
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onmea of whicli military men or civil subjects can bo 
ffuiltv and the Committee deem it incumbent on them 
on the present occasion to express their deep abhorrence 
of the practices and purposes of those who have spread 
those false and mischievous reports 

The Committee earnestly hope for the restoration 
of peace and good order wbiob they doubt not will soon 
be re-established bv the vigorous measures which the 
Government have adopted in this emgenoy 

The Committee trust and believe that the loyalty of 
their fellow subjects in India to the Government under 
which they live and their confidence in lU power and 
good intentions are unimpaired by the lamentablo events 
wluch have occurred in the detestable efforts which have 
been made to alienato the mind of the sepoys and the 
people of the country from their duty ond allegiance 
to the beneficent rule under wluch they are placed 

(Sd) lasur Ohnnder Sing, 
Honorary Secretary 


BETLT 

From Cecil Beadon Ksq 

Secretory to the Government of India 
To Baja Badhahant Deb Babadoor 

President and the Members of the Bntish 

Indian Association 

Gentlemen — Tour address ond the Bosolntions 
passed by the Committee on the 22nd instant which were 
communicated to me in your Uonorary Secretary • letter 
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of tlie 23rdj liaving been laid befoie tbc Et Hon’ble 
the Governor General in Council, T am directed to 
inform you tbat bis Lordsbip in Council lias received tbis 
expression of tbe sentiments of an influential and 
intelligent body of Hindu gentlemen, as to tbe recent 
conduct of some of tbe Native Regiments, and tbe 
motives of those wbo instigated it, witb tbe bigbest 
gratification 

Tbe Governor General in Council is well assured 
tbat tbe rasb and criminal acts of wbicb these misguided 
men have been guilty, meet with no sympathy or 
countenance fiom tbe people at large, and tbat they 
are viewed with special abhorrence by those who can 
appreciate tbe character of tbe British Government, and 
who rightly understand tbe principles by which tbat 
Government is guided in tbe use of its vast power and 
resources A signal proof of this has been afforded by 
tbe Maharaja Sindia and other Chiefs who unsolicited 
have given prompt and powerful support to tbe Govern- 
ment, and by tbe Zemindars of tbe disturbed districts 
who have protected British officers from violence, and 
exerted themselves loyally to check disorder 

For a hundred years under Biitisb rule every one 
has been left at full liberty to worship God according 
to tbe dictates of bis own conscience, to do such things 
as bis religion enjoins and abstain from those which it 
forbids Tbe experience of a century has been lost upon 
those who can now believe tbe gross and wicked false- 
hood tbat tbe Government intends or desires to pursue 
a contrary course, a course by which it could gam no 
advantage and which could not fail to excite the mdig- 
nation and hatred of its subjects 
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The Committee of the Bnfash Indian Aisociation 
have declared their attachment to the Bntieh Govern 
ment and their confidence in its power and gtx>d inten 
bona, and they propose that the resolnbons they have 
passed shall be circulated among their fellow country 
men in the interior His Lordship in Council ha« no 
doubt that these proceedings are well calculated to 
restore confidence where it has been shaken and to lead 
to the best results 

The forces at command of the Government are 
enough to put down all opposibon They have now 
been brought to bear on the men of the mubnoui 
regiments who are assembled at Delhi and the Governor 
General in Council confidently expects that in a few 
days the mutiny will be entirely suppressed tranquility 
again established and condign punishment infiicted 
upon those who have disturbed the public peace and 
aggravated rebeUion by crimes of the most hornble 
atrocity 


I have Ac 
(8d) Cecil Bendon 
Seoy to the Government of India. 
Council Chamber, 26th May 1867 

1 *. ArtWt in ths 0umbad Dhtakaf* or the tun of 
Intslllstfloa , a laadinf vtmaeulif papsf sihortfm tht rutlm 
to halp the oewumtot In supprosslna th# Sepoy Mutiny, Hay 
If, 1U7 < 

The wealthy and influential classes of the people 
of thia country ought at once to feel the truth of the 
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remark, that the King protects the people, -whenever any 
danger threatens them, and that without the protecting 
care and vigilance of the former, Ihe latter can save 
neither their lives, nor wealth, nor caste, nor honor 
The truth of this observation has long ago been pro- 
claimed in our moral Shastrns 

It 18 therefore equally a dutj of the people, that 
they should look upon the King os their father, and 
upon any danger befalling him, should support and 
strengthen him with the same zeal and ardour which he 
displays for their safety The Biitish Government has 
at present been threatened with a danger, had this 
danger been the result of a war with a foreign potentate, 
we should not have thought of exhorting the wealthy 
and affluent classes of the community, in the way we 
should immediately do In Cabul, Punjab, and 
Burmah, numerous have been the disastrous and san- 
guinary battles which the Government has single-handed 
- fought and won, and without soliciting assistance from 
any King or prince, has humbled the pride of its 
enemies This danger, however, to which we have 
alluded, has not been produced from any foreign war, 
but has proceeded from mutiny breaking out in the ranks 
of its protected and cherished soldiers, wfflo are secretly 
fighting against their master, and undermining his 
power They have taken up arms in several quarters 
At such an emergency, what should Gnvernment 
do whether protect its subject. Or send troops to the 
points of danger? The very soldiers who used to defend 
the state, have risen up in arms against it, for this 
reason the Government being apprehensive for its 
safety is asking the assistance and support of its friends. 
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All loyal pnbjeota ought therefore to respond to this call 
with zeal and ardour The merohants and planters of 
this city and environa have already without being re- 
quested by Government procured anna and mode other 
preparations to fight in its cause and defend it with all 
their might should such a contingency ever tote place 
They have thereby showed their loyalty to it Should 
not the wealthy ^Tativea show their forwardness lu the' 
service of Government at such a cntical timeP The 
Zemindars in the hlofossil have in their large bodies 
of retainers who ought to be eqmpped and armed for 
the defence of the state Desides let the Natives of 
Calcutta hold a ITeeting with as bltle delay as possible 
in which they ought to discuss about the best measures 
to be adopted lu aid of the Government Should the 
noh and affluent persons of this tahe upon them 
selves the safety and protection of the capital the 
Governor General would be reliered of the cares and 
pamfl he has been obbged to take for its sake If at the 
entrance of every street in the town troops and cons- 
tables in the employ of the atizens themselves bo 
located by what inlet could the rebellious sepoys enter 
it in whatever side they should make any attempt, 
there they will be forthwith cpposed and lolled to 
pieces 

Should the people uniting among themselves nso 
up m orms in behalf of the Government what fear can 
the latter then entertain for its safety what then could 
the disaffected and mutinous sepoys doP Should any 
want he felt in the supply of arms there will certamlv 
bo no want of latea and stones Even with lotees the 
people can crush the rebelbous sepoys and break tbcir 
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"bones to pieces Let tlie wealthy classes ponder upon 
the fact, that had not the impending danger been con- 
sidered a very serious one, the Maharaja Scindia 
Bahadoor, the ErUjah of Pateallah, and the Rajah of 
J ehud, would not have thought it necessary to send 
their troops and to head it in defence of the state The 
Prime Minister of Nepaul, General Jung Bahadoor, who 
had retired to the hills, no sooner heard of this crisis, 
than he has made himself ready at the head of 
one himdred thousand soldiers What then are the 
wealthy British subjects doing at such a critical 
moment? Let each contribute his mite to the com- 
mon good When Bam Chandra built a passage across 
the sea, even the squirrels assisted Under the British 
Government we enjoy nearly perfect freedom Were 
the people in such state of security under the Govern- 
ment of the Mahomedans? The British have imparted 
knowledge to us and enabled us to live in safety and 
happiness Even in night, when we are insensible in 
sleep, chowkeedars and patrols look after the safety of 
our lives and property We have not any ocular de- 
monstration as to how our ancestors were under the 
Government of Ram, hut even to this, all speak of it 
If the British rule suffer any thmg m comparison to 
that of Ram, certam it cannot he considered to be very 
inferior to it To write a true account of British 
administration in this country, it woidd fill up a second 
MaTiahharat, from which task we however desist, satis- 
fied by remindmg the people that they ought to do 
their best when the Government is threatened with 
danger 
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IS, ProoMdJngs of i MMtfng of tin Uthooudim at 
Oaroutta on tha bmklng out of til a Sapojr Mutiny halt! on 
97th May 1657 

Whereafl the newa of the state of matmy and dis- 
affection of o portion of the Native Army have caused 
great anxiety and grief on account of the injury to the 
Company and rum of the people whioh may accrue 
therefrom ire have in this meeting passed the foUoTnag 
resolutions — 

1st It IS TVith feelings of deep regret and disgust 
that the members of this meeting hear that a portion of 
the Native Forces have reokleesly thrown off their alle- 
giance and become the destroyers of public safety have 
murdered some of God s creatures and excited rebellion 
and disturbance causing pflloge and plunder in the 
'^^'‘estern districts of this Kingdom 

2nd Although from the suddenness of the mutiny 
of the above-mentioned seditious troops whose former 
fidelity rendered them free from all snspiojon of such 
evil actions the safety and peace of several places have 
ocoidentally been endangered the members of this 
assembly feel the utmost confidence jn the Government 
os they know that its members are acting most wisely 
an exigence and they feel certain that the fire of thU 
rebellion will soon be extuguished 

3rd "Wo subjects are well aware that the members 
of the Bntish Government from the commencement of 
their dominion in Hindoostnn have repeatedly declared 
and made known their determination not to interfere 
with the religion or nhgioaa ohaermnce ot ttny of tbeir 
subjects and we repose entire faith in tbu declaration 
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and assert ttat np to tlie present time a space of nearly 
one hundred years our religion has never been interfered 
mtb 

4tb A number of us, having left home have found 
a d'welling and asylum under this Government where 
we live m peace and safety, protected by the equity and 
fostering care of the British Government and suffering 
no land of injury or loss. 

6th As we have ever lived in safely and felicity 
under the British rule and have never been molested or 
interfered with in religious matters, we therefore, with 
the utmost eagerness and sincerity, hereby determine 
that in case of necessity, we will serve the Government 
to the utmost of our abilities and means 

6th The members of this meeting determine that 
these proceedings be published for the information of 
all the people, and that the original duly signed with 
an English translation be forwarded for the perusal of 
the noble Governor General (may his prosperity 
increase) 


24. Letter to the Governor-General of India from the 
Mahomedan Association, Calcutta, dated 28th May, 1867, on 
the breaking out of the Sepoy Mutiny. 


To the B/ight Honorable Lord Yiscount Canning, 
Governor General of India, 

Fort William 

My Lord, ^We the Committee of the Mahomedan 

Association beg permission to lay btefore your Lordship 
6 
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a copy of tranalatioii of the proceeding* of a 
meeting of our body held nt the Association rooms 
the 27th ifay 1867y which as loyal subjects of the 
Goyemment we deemed it our duty to record upon >■ 
informed of the late disastrous eronts which happened 
in some towns of the I7orth ■Western Pwyinces 

Onr resolnbons shall receive as wide a circulation 
as practicable and we will only beg learo to odd that 
the energetio and prompt efforts adopted by yonr Lord 
ship are assuredly calculated to restore and we are 
persuaded will speedfly renew tranquility and rule 
wherever it has been temporarily disturbed by the short 
sighted mutiny and phrenjiy of a portion of the native 
troopa 

On OUT part we beg humbly to assure yonr Lordship 
that should any occasion ansa lor the co-operabcm of 
the notivee in this country for the support of role ond 
order and the preservation of tie lives and properties of 
the subjects of the Bntish Government, we are prepared 
to contribute to the utmost scope of our energies and 
means 

With every feeling of respect and duty, 
We have the honor to be 3Jy I«rd 
Tour Lordship e most obedient ond most 
• humble servants 

Fuiloor Buhman Prendent 
Ahdool Baree 1 J tce~prendenU 

llohummed Wujjeh J 

Abdoor Jobbor 'i 

Hohommnd Abdoor Powoofr ifemberi 
& others J 

ABsocintion Boom* Ifay 23 1867 
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Extract Proceedings of a special meeting of tlie 
Committee of tlie Maliomedan Association, lield on tlie 
27tli May, 1857, at the Association Rooms, ISTo 9-1 
Toltollah 

Resohed — That this meeting having heard of the 
havoc and devastation lately committed m some towns 
of the North Western Provinces, and of the sacrifice of 
life and property caused hy the disaffection and mutiny 
of a small portion of the Native soldiery of the British 
Government, do hereby express their sincere regret and 
heart-felt sorrow at those lamentable and disastrous 
proceedings 

Resolved — That although hy a sudden rising of 
the sepoys some damage to the property and lives of the 
loyal subjects of the British Government has been felt 
and the peace and tranquility of some parts of their 
North Western dominions has been partially disturbed, 
yet the Committee are gratified at observmg the promp- 
titude and energy with which the Government has 
adopted the most efficacious means for the repression of 
this short-lived rebellion, and the restoration of tranqui- 
lity and order, and to express their firm belief that with 
such exertions this result will be speedily accomplished 

Resolved — That this Committee learn from the 
proclamation promulgated by Government on the 16th 
May 1857, and published in the Gazettes and newspapers 
of the day, that the cause of the present mutiny may be 
traced to an unfounded report maliciously spread by ill- 
disposed men of a contemplated interference on the part 
of the Government with the religious rites, ceremonies, 
and persuasions of the natives of this coimtry But this 
Committee depend not only upon the recent but 
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repeated deolarationj of Govermnent respecting their total 
non interference with the religiona pimoiplee and proo- 
tioea of the nativee, that no molestation will be offered 
to their feelings on this point, innamnoh oa the Govern 
ment have never yet been known to deviate from any 
pledge they have given, and there eeeniB to he no 
apparent reason why they ahonJd depart from their re- 
peated assurances to their Native subjects on this 
matter 

R^olvtd — That the Committee further learn from 
the aforesaid proclamation that the snspioion which 
seems to have incited a portion of the native troops to 
their late rebellious conduct is also bebevcd to pervade 
other portions of the subjects of Government But this 
Committee relying upon the pledge repeatedly given by 
the Government of their determination never to interfere 
with the religious principles and practices of the natives 
ore prepared and will use every possible means to pre- 
vent the dissemination of such an unfounded impression 
or its taking root in the minds of their native brethren 
Reiolvod — That though this Committee are con 
vrnced that only a alight effort on the part of the 
Gorernment is sufficient to stiffle the rebellion which 
has manifested itself m an inconsiderable portion of its 
wide end extensive dominions and to prevent it from 
causing more damoge yet should the rehellion spread 
further and endanger the lives and properties of more of 
their Bubjeota (whioh they pray God will prevent) they 
are persuaded that it is mcinjie'it upon oil who hare 
experienced the benefits of the mild and beneficent mle 
of the British Government to enlist their cnergm in the 
preaermtioE of the lives ond properties of Iheir fellow 
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subjects, and cordially and vigorously to co-operate with 
the Government in the restoration of peace und order 
Resolved — That the proceedings of this special 
meeting he printed and a copy forwarded to each of the 
members of this Association resident in this metropolis 
and the Mofussil stations, that a sufficient number of 
copies be also printed and transmitted to the Branch 
Associations as well as to the Mahomedan Association at 
Agra, and in order to give the present proceedings every 
possible publicity, as many copies be circulated to the 
professors of the Mahomedan faith as practicable 

Resolved — ^That a translation in English of these 
proceedings be submitted for the purpose of bemg laid 
before the Bight Honorable the Governor General of 
India 

(Sd ) Euzloor Ruhman, President. 

Mohummud Muzher, 
Rony Secretary 


25. The Bengalees’ Address to the Governor-General of 
India (December, 1857) on he re-takIng of Delhi from the 
mutineers, vtflth Its Reply. 

To The Right Honorable 

Charles John Yiscount Canning, 

Governor General of India, &c &c. 

My Lord, — ^We, the undersigned Rajahs, Zemindars, 
Talookdara, Merchants, and other hfatives of the pro- 
vince of Bengal, take the earliest opportunity, on the 
retaking of Delhi, to offer your Lordship in Council our 
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warmeet con^tnlationa on the Bignal sncoew ttIucH has 
Attended the Bntiah arniB under cirr mmirtQf ir<M 
unparalleled in the annala of British India, 

The establishment of British supremacy Tras con 
iidered to have been completely effected a century ago 
Trhen Olive led a few ill trained battalions against the 
preponderating and wnU-«jaipped force which 
represented the Mogul power on the plains of Plossey 
But whether the inadequacy of the means or the mogni 
tude of that achievement were more deserving of 
admiration has not yet been determined by history 
ITo difference of opinion however can enst ns to 
the recapture of Delhi the details of which have 
recently been published for general information 
Though no one capable of forming a jndgme&t on the 
subject ever doubted for a moment of the speedy reda> 
iion of Delhi yet some little xnisgmng might have 
been felt by those who knew bow well fnrnuhed was 
the place with the munitions of war and occupied by 
wbat an immense number of men whose fiendish animo- 
sity was excited to the utmost by that resolution dis- 
cipline and ocquomtanco with the art of war which 
they had acquired by long training in the rants from 
which they had basely revolted But there can be no 
question of the admiration with which the world will 
learn by what a handinl of men the arduous work has 
been nohieved — in o brief period — with the limited 
resource* a most unlocked for exigency afforded — and 
amid discouragements arising from the unhealthiness of 
the season, that wore all hot overwhelming 

Such a result under ■uch circumstances never could 
have been hoped for but from the well grounded 
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confidence of trave liearts, lieToically devoted to tKe 
service of tlieir country, and sustained by a sense of 
hereditary and indomitable prowess 

Happily remote from the scene of the outrages, 
wbicb have darkened the aspect of the land, and tar- 
nished that reputation for fidelity for which the native 
soldiery were once pre-eminent, we have derived sincere 
consolation from the reflection that in Bengal Proper 
there has been no disturbance, not even a symptom of 
disaffection, but that, on the contrary, the people have 
maintained that loyalty and devotion to the British 
Government, which led their ancestors to hail, and as 
far as they could to facilitate, the rising ascendancy of 
that power 

Under the fostering influence of that Government, 
the population of the country has increased, its agri- 
culture has extended, security has been given to life and 
property, and the value of land, both at the Presidency 
and in the interior, has been very considerably enhanced 

Such, indeed, has been the confidence of the people 
throughout Bengal in the security of the British rule, 
that these benefits have gone on progressively, even 
during the height of the disturbances and alarms that 
have prevailed in the North "Western Provinces 

Sensible of the benefits they have en3oyed under 
British administration, the people could not but cor- 
dially sympathise with the embarassing position in 
which their Pulers had suddenly been placed, and 
sincerely long for the speedy and entire re-establish- 
ment of British supremacy in the disturbed districts 
So entirely have they identified their interests with 
those of their Rulers, that the natives of Bengal, men. 
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TTomen, and oHldren have in every part of the ecene 
of the mntiniefl been exposed to the same rancour and 
treated with the same cmelty, which the matineera and 
their nuB^tuded countrymen have diflpla3^d towards the 
Bnbah within their reoeh 

IWhile we review with exaltation the benefits oar 
coantrymen at large have derived from their connection 
with and steadfast adherence to the British power and 
while we oongratalata yonr Lordship in Council on the 
success of the British arms against the mutmons 
soldiery and on the happy prospect before us of the 
early restoration of tranquility we cannot fail to 
advert, and with no less satislaction to the administra 
trve abililiee which have conspicuously marked this part 
of your Xfordship s career, and which have indeed been 
fully equal to the crisis Ko sooner had the disloyalty 
of the sepoys been dirtinotly exhibited than your Lord 
ship took measures, with equal foresight and energy, to 
obtain reinforcements of British troops os well from the 
neighbouring Presidencies and dependeaoies of the 
British Crown, as from the expedition then known to be 
on its way to a wholly different sphere of operations, 
and to hosten them to the disturbed districts 

Such measures at once assured the public of 
the speedy restoration of franquBity throughout these 
temtones But not satisfied with these prospective 
advantages your Lordship made such prompt use of the 
meous that were vnthin your immediate roach at the 
moment os to ensure the reduction of tho sTronghold 
and rallying point of the mulmeers long ere tho arrival 
of any considerable portion of tbo succours which Her 
Mojesty^a Government were prepared to tend out to 
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India, for tlie restoration of tins empire to its former 
condition 

In your an:s:iety to dispel tliose clouds wliicli have 
troubled tbe political horizon, your Lordship has not 
been inattentive to measures which would have appeared 
as of subordinate importance to minds of less perspica- 
city, foresight, and comprehension It has been a 
prominent obi'ect with your Lordship both effectually to 
crush the disaffected and rebellious, and to protect and 
reassure the loyal and obedient Accordingly, the ex- 
tensive powers of legislation vested in your hands have 
been eihployed to punish crimes of every form and mag- 
nitude agamst the State with promptitude and vigour , 
to check vigorously the progress of sedition and dis- 
loyalty, and to give a guarantee to the people at large 
that those powers would be wielded with justice and 
discrimination, so as to guard as far as possible against 
faithful and innocent subjects being confounded with 
the disseminators of sedition and the perpetrators of 
open mutiny or secret treachery 

Permit us to hope that your Lordship in Council 
will receive our heartfelt congratulations on the eminent 
success which has crowned the British arms, and the 
warmest expression of our confidence from the opportune 
display of those signal talents which have distinguished 
your administration in times of unexampled difficulty, 
and have largely contributed to the safety of the British 
empire in these regions and the re-assurance of the 
peaceful and loyal 

We have the honor to be. My Lord, 

' Tour most obedient and faithful servants, 
(Sd) Maharajah Mahtab Chund Bahadoor, of Burdwan. 
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>j E^jah. Eadhakaat Batadoor 
, RajaEaliitnflHna Bahodoor 
And others Inhabitantfl of Bengal 
upwards of Two Thousand Five Hundred. 


BEPLT 


From Cecil Beadon Esq , 

Secretary to the Goremment of India 
To Maharajah Mahtab Ohund Bahadoor of Burdwan 

Baja Badhahant Bahadoor Baja Kabtkruhiia 
Bahadoor and others 
Bated the 17th December 1867 

Gentlemen — t am directed b^ the Bight Hon bio 
the Governor General in Oounoil to thoni yon for your 
addroae of congratulatioa npon the success of the Bntish 
Arms in the North Western Province* 

The honor vrhioh. yon give to the brave men who 
recaptured Delhi is nobly deeerred The Govomor 
General in Connoil agreoe with yon in believing that 
when the difficnlties and diaconmgement by which 
Major General Wilson and his troops were beset, thoU 
be fully known their achievement will coll forth the 
admiration of the world 

It IS a pleosnre to the Governor General in Council 
to be able to confirm the praise for unbroken loyally, 
which j*on have claimed for the province of Bengal 
Proper Excepting places where the inhahitanU hove 
suffered violence from a mntinons soldiery beyond the 



ON THE RE-TAHING- OF DELHI 


75 


reacli of Englisli troops, there has been no disturbance 
in tbat province, tbe wealtbiest, tbe most ricbly culti- 
vated, and tbe most tbickly peopled, of India, and yet 
tbe one wbicb for many years past bas bad least sbaxe 
of protection from European troops 

Tbe Governor General in Council receives "witb 
great satisfaction tbe expression of your confidence in 
tbe Government No men living bave a deeper stake in 
its measures and its policy tban yourselves If peace, 
order, and security are valuable to any, tbey are so to 
those wbo, like tbe foremost amongst you, bold high 
rank, large hereditary possessions, accumulated wealth, 
and respected social possession You do rightly to 
regard your interests, as bound up with those of your 
rulers, and you may be certain tbat your rulers will do 
notbmg to sever them Justice, policy, and tbe duty 
of England to India forbid it 

In conclusion, tbe Governor General in Council 
desires me to thank you for tbe spirit of attachment 
and loyalty to tbe British Government, which bas dic- 
tated your address 


I bave tbe honor to be &c 
Cecil Beadon, 

Secy to tbe Govt of India 

Fort William, 

Tbe 17tb December 1857 

26. Speech of Mr.^Ram Gopaul Ghose at a Public Meeting 
of the Inhabitants of Calcutta held on the 3rd November, 1858, 
“for the purpose of considering the propriety of presenting an 
Address to H. M. the Queen on the occasion of Her assuming 
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t)ii Govtmmtnt of BrIUth imn*, upmitr* of rtrir dtroM 
kgrtity* 

Gentlemen since I oame into the room I hare "been 
requested to second the Hesolntion ^rhinTi yon haye jnst 
heard read I consider it a privilege and an honor to 
have bean requested to do bo I feel that I am some- 
what in a false position inasmnoh as I see around me 
many of higher rank and of greater influence among 
my coontrymen who would have more worthily and ablv 
repreeented the Native community on the important 
occasion than I can pretend to do But at tho same 
time my intercourse in life has been so much with 
Engl;slimen and I know so much of the mst rfsonrcos 
the great power and the great goodness of the English 
people, that X do not think myself altogether incom 
petant to offer an opinion os those points (Cheers ) 
If I had power and influence I would proclaim through 
the length and breadth of this land — from the Hima 
layof to Cape Comonn, — from Bermopootro to the Day 
of Cambay that never were the Natives more gnevonsly 
mistaken than they have been in adopting the notion 
foisted upon them by designing and ambitious men that 
their religion was at stake — for that notion I believe to 
bo at the root of the late rebellion (Cheers ) They 
do not understand the English character (hear hear) 

— they do cod nndersdand die ffeoerosity the henorol 
ence of the governing Power-— the even handed Justice 
with which that Power is willing and anxious always 
to do that which is ngbt between man and man 
without any reference whatever to the fact whether tho 
men belonged to the governing or to the governed 
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class (CLieers.) If all tliis were knowa, wKere would 
be rebellion in tbis land? Certainly, there would have 
been no such outbreak as that which recently shook the 
foundations of this Empire The only remedy is 
Education, (Hear, hear, hear ) Nothing' has distressed 
me more among the late acts of Government, than the 
positive prohibition against incurring any expense on 
the score of Education <(Hear, hear, hear ) Lord 
William Bentinck, a name which must ever be remem- 
bered with reverence, in his reply to the Address which 
was presented to him on the occasion of his departure 
from India, said, after enumerating all the evils, all the 
oppressions, all the grievances under which India 
labors, that the first remedy was Education, — that the 
second remedy was Education, — and that the third 
remedy was Education (Cheers ) 

But to come round to the point, I have read the 
Proclamation of Her Majesty with great pleasure, — 
with awakened feeling, — ^with tears when I came to the 
last paragraph (Cheers ) A nobler production, it has 
not been my lot ever to have met with in my life The 
justest, the broadest principles are enumerated therein. 
Humanity, Mercy, Justice breathe through every Ime, 
and we ought all to welcome it with the highest hope 
and the liveliest gratitude Depend upon it when our 
Sovereign Queen tells us — ‘Hn your prosperity is our 
strength, m your contentment, our security; and in 
your gratitude, our best reward,” the future of India 
is full of encouragement and hope to her children 
What could have been nobler or more beautiful, what 
could have dignified even the tongue of a Queen than 
language such as that I Let us kneel down before her 
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TTitli erory feeling of loyalty — let na ■welcome tbe new 

reign witH the warmoat eentiment of gratitade the 

deepest feeling of de'rotion (Cheers ) 

(Jentlemen I came perfectly unprepared to address 
yon and mil detain you no longer hut conclude by 
saying that I feel no small pleasure in ha'nng hod the 
opportunity and the honor of seconding this Resolution 
(Cheers ) 

17 Address to Hsr Majesty me Qutan by tbs Natlrs tnhabK 
tanta of Bombay (stti Novembar, 185S) on tha oeouko of 
ParUament a ataumlns tha direct atrrerelgnty ct India 

To Her Most Excellent ITajwty the Queen 
May it Please your Majesty— We, the under- 
signed your Majesty's Native Indian Subjects residing 
in the “INjvm and Island of Bombay duly conaidenng 
the importance of the modifloation lately introduce 
into the Government of British Indio whereby the 
direct soreraignty of these temtones has devolved upon 
your Majesty desire on this auspicious occasion, to 
approach your Majesty^s throne ■with an expression of 
our sincere loyalty attachment and devotion 

Firmly assured as we are, thot the great principles 
0^ moderation impartiality and justice characteristic 
of your Majesty a Government m all ports of the British 
Empire "will henceforth os over, bo scrupulously 
recognized •we venture to offer to your Mojesty our 
humble and heartv congratulations on the assumption 
of your Royal Supremocy over this vast country and 
we beg leave at the same time to express our cordial 
hope thot the important change of odminislrotion which 
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has tlius "been inaugurated, may liave tlie effect of 
placmg your Majesty’s rule in India on a basis still 
more secure tban tbat upon rrlucb it bas rested for so 
many years 

With earnest prayers for the welfare of your 
Ma 3 e 8 ty, of tbe Prince, your Illustrious Consort, and of 
your Royal Family, as well for tbe speedy restoration 
of tranquility in tbe disturbed Provinces of British 
India, and for a long contmuance of peace and pros- 
perity m your Majesty’s dominions, — We, watb tbe 
profoundest respect, subscribe ourselves your Majesty’s 
most dutiful, bumble, and devoted subjects 

(Sd) Jamsetjee Jejeebboy 
Jugonnautb Sunkersett 
Cursetjee Jamsetjee 
Bamlall Tbackoorseydass 
Bomanjee Hormusjee 
Meer Jaffer All Kban Babadur 
Mirza All Mahomed 
And above 3000 other signatures 
Bombay, 8tb November, 1858 

28. Address to Her Majesty the Queen by the Mahomedan 
Association of Calcutta (I4th November, 1858), on the above* 
mentioned occasion. 

To tbe Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty 
May it Please your Majesty, — We, ‘your Majesty’s 
most loyal and bumble subjects belongmg to tbe 
Mabomedan Community of India, beseecb your Majesty’s 
permission to approach your Majesty’s Throne, witb 
these our most loyal and respectful acknowledgements 
for your Majesty’s most gracious proclamation, read 
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to UB on tie Ist of tte present month of November 
1868 by one of the SeoretanM of ytmr Ifajeatj^s Indian 
Goveminent 

And we hnmbly beg to lay at your ilajeety^B feet 
this the eipreaaion of oar most complete Bahsfaotion at 
the announcement made in your Majesty b most graci 
oufl proclamation aforesaid of your Majesty having ns- 
sumed in your own hands the Government of your 
Majesty a Indian subjeots 

And, we humbly beg to lay before your Majesty 
also thifl the expression of our heortfelt gratitude for 
the graoiouB interest in, and solicitude for the good 
and proaperity of your Majesty’s Indian subjects 
evinced in your Majesty a graciouB proclamation ofore- 
aoid 

And, we beg leave to loy before your Majesty also 
this the expression of our deep appreciation of the 
promises made and intentions eet forth in your Majesty s 
gracious proclamation aSoTeaaid more partionlarly of 
your Majesty's graoioua intention to protect nil your 
Majesty s Indian subjects in the free exercise of their 
respective religions to secure them in the enjoyment 
of their ancient rights in the land to advance them 
according to their deserts to posts of honor and trust 
in your Majesty s Royal Semes and to cause to he 
regarded with care their ancient rights, usages ond 
customs 

And, we further crave to hereby most respectfaHv 
represent unto your Mojes^ our admiration of the 
Royal cleraenoy which extends to persons guilty of 
having throw n off their allegiance to your Majesty In 
the course of the recent unhappy dislurboncei, tho 
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fullest pardon and, oblivion of tbeir offences, and also 
onr admiration of tbe judgment and discrimination 
vrbicb excludes from tbe benefit of aucb pardon and 
oblivion, persons guilty of offences vrbicb it were alike 
unjust and impolitic to let go unpunisbed 

And, we most bumbly beg your Majesty's permis- 
sion to represent unto your Majesty our earnest and 
deep-rooted belief and conviction, that in tbe prolon- 
gation of your Majesty’s rule, and tbat of your Majesty’s 
Heirs and Successors over these territories is to be found 
tbe best and truest security for tbat prosperity and 
social advancement wbicb it is your Majesty’s gracious 
desire to promote in your Majesty’s Indian dominions, 
and, we further, most bumbly beseech tbat, your Majesty 
will be graciously pleased to place trust and reliance 
on tbe earnestness and sincerity of this our representa- 
tion 

And lastly, we most bumbly beseech your Majesty’s 
permission to join your Majesty in prayer to Almighty 
God, tbat by vouchsafing strength and Icnowledge to 
all He may enable your Majesty, and your Majesty’s 
Heirs and Successors to fulfil and realise tbe gracious 
intentions of your Majesty as contained in your Majesty’s 
most gracious Proclamation aforesaid 

And we bumbly beg your Majesty’s permission to 
subscribe ourselves your Majesty’s most loyal and most 
dutiful subjects 

29. Address to Her Majesty the Queen by the Native Inhabi- 
tants of Madras (7th December, 1858), on the occasion aforesaid. 

To Her Most Excellent and Gracious Majesty 
Victoria, Queen of tbe United Kingdom, of Great 


6 
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Britain and Ireland And of iha Colonies and Bepen 
dencies Thereon in Europe Ama. Africa America and 
Anstralaaia. 

Ifay it Plaase your Majesty — We your Majesty s 
undersigned Mahomedan and Hindu subjects inhalnt 
ants of the Oity of Madras beg to approach your royal 
Throne with the most dutiful and respectful expression 
of our feelings of unfeigned loyalty townr^ your 
Imperial Person Crown and Family and of the deep 
satisfaotion and the thankfulness with which we hare 
received the Gracious Proclamation that on the let 
November informed all the inhahitants of British India 
that your Majesty had been pleased to assume the 
Bights, Prerogativee and immediate Government of 
your vast and populous Bozznnions in India and 
present with the utmost reepect our heartiest felicito 
turns to your Gracious Majesty on this auspicious occa 
non, so fraught with honor to your Throne and advnn 
tage to all classes of your Indian subjects, os well as 
to assure your Majesty that in no part of your Majoety s 
vast and flounshmg Empire ore to he found subjects 
of the British Crown more loyally affectionate and 
obedient than the Natives of India resident within the 
limits of the City of Madras 

"With all loyal and humble submission, wo ask your 
Boynl leave to subscribe ourselves your Majesty s most 
dutiful and faithful subjects. 


Madras 

7th December 1858 
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30. Extract from Mr. Keshub Chunder Sen’s Lecture on 
“Jesus Christ: Europe and Asia,” Calcutta, May 5, 1880. 

While, through missionary agency, oiir country has 
thus been connected with the enlightened nations of the 
West, politically, an All-wise and All-merciful Pro- 
vidence has entrusted its interests to the hands of a 
Christian sovereign In this significant event worldly 
men can see nothing but an ordinary political pheno- 
menon, but those of you who can discern the finger 
of Providence in individual and national history will 
doubtless see here His wise and merciful interposition 
(Hear, hear). I cannot but reflect with grateful interest 
on the day when the British nation first planted their 
feet on the plains of India, and the successive steps 
by which the British Empire has been established and 
consolidated in this country It is to the British 
Government that we owe our deliverance from oppres- 
sion and misrule, from darkness and distress, from 
ignorance and superstition Those enlightened ideas 
which have changed the very life of the nation, and 
have gradually brought about such wondrous improve- 
ment in Native society, are the gifts of that Government , 
and so likewise the inestimable boon of freedom of 
thought and action, which we so oustly prize ‘Are not 
such considerations calculated to rouse our deepest grati- 
tude and loyalty to the British nation and Her Most 
Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria? (Cheers) Her 
beneficent Christian administration has proved to us not 
only a political, but a social and moral blessing, that 
laid the foundation of our national prosperity and 
greatness, and it is but natural that we should cherish 
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towarda her no other feeling except that of devoted 
loval^ Here then we atand, in the wise arrange* 
mentB of ProTidence Europeans and Natives, bound 
together by identity of pobhoal interests and yielding 
common subjection to Her (Jrooious Ifajesty and 
certainly Gh>d requires of us that we should so adjust 
our mutual relations and folhl our respective missions 
that Tve may benefit each other and harmoniously 
co-operate for the furtherance of ouj* common objects 


31 Extnet (nm a paper on EngUnd t Dutks to ItvSla 
rud by Mr Dsdsbbal Ntorap at a Uisttns of the E 1 
Ascoolatlert, London May 2, tea? 

The political condition of India before the consoli 
datiott of the British rule was the usual Onental 
despotism with all its regular attendants of disorder 
wont of law want of security of property and life ond 
general ignorance True it is that now and then 
monarchs appeared who made the welfare of the country 
their anxiety and duty "Well may India rejoice in 
some great names But it cannot bo denied that India 
was for a long time politically a degraded nation The 
intrigues and murders in the families of the many 
rulers in the different parts of India their imbecility 
and their utter incompetence to understand thoir duties 
towards their subjects left the people of India without 
that powerful political aid which is so vital to the 
growth and welfare of any nation added to this the 
constant intcmnl wars between the different rulers com 
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pleted tlie obstacles to bealtby development War, 
oppression, and exaction may be said to bave been tbe 
normal political condition of India 

In tbeir moral condition tbe natives of India bave 
been equally unfortunate during centuries by tbe 
influence of an ignorant priesthood, superstition, and 
some unfortunate institutions, sucb as suttee, lifelong 
uudo-wbood, female infanticide, &c Materially, India 
was at a standstill Tbe agriculturist tilled tbe soil, 
reaped tbe crop, lived upon it and died, just as bis 
forefathers did thousands of years ago Tbe artizan 
worked on in tbe same ancestral way and line There 
was utter stagnation and gradual retrogression All 
desire to progress and improve, to develop tbe resources 
of tbe countrv, bad completely died out , on tbe 
contrary, tbe wisest course was that of our “ancestors” 
Tbe division into castes and distmct professions checked 
any growth of genius and talent, and prevention from 
foreign travelling checked any expansion of ideas and 
general knowledge On its intellect all tbe above 
baneful causes bad tbeir full effect Tbe literature of 
thousands of years ago is tbe literature of which tbe 
modern Hindu is proud He can only point to bis 
Kalidas and bis Panini, bis Hamayan and bis Maba- 
bbarata, bis Veds and bis Manuks Institutes. 

Contrast with this tbe results of British rule. Law 
and order are its first blessings Security of life and 
property is a recognized right of tbe people, and is more 
or less attained according to tbe means available, or 
tbe sense of duty of tbe ofiBcials to whom tbe sacred 
duty IS entrusted Tbe native now learns and enjoys 
wbat justice between man and man means, and tbat law 
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inatead of the despot i xrfll is ahore aU To the 
enlightenment of the country the reenlta of the nnirer 
eitiee and ednoational eafabliahmenta bear ■unfness. In 
place of the old general darkness and ignorance 
thousands of natives have denred and Tml)ton (i TtiU 
denve hereafter the benefit of the highest degree of 
enlightenment ■which man has attained In material 
progress it can he easily seen what impulse tnll bo 
given to the development of the natural resources of 
the country by railways canals public roads &o and, 
above all by the introduction of English enterprise 
generally The social elevation of the people their 
rescue from some of the moot homble nte* orer known 
to mankind and the better sense of domestic social, 
and religious duties awakened in them are boons of tho 
highest importance to a nation sunk for centuries in 
a debasing superstition The lost but not the least of 
the benefits which India u deriving at the handi of the 
British 18 the new political life they are being mepired 
with They are learning the most important lesson 
of the highest pobtical condition thst a nation can 
aspire to The freedom of speech ■which the natives 
are now learning the necessity of end are enjoying 
and with which the natives can now tnlk to their rulers 
face to face for whot they want is another lU'vnluable 
blessing 

W. Eitraet tram a ipseeH deflvsred by Mr Ktihtib Cfnmdsr 
S*n on Enaland and India In tha CaVrutta Twn Halt 
Febnouy i, isifi 

More than o century has elapsed since the battle 
of Plassoy laid the foundation of the Dntiah Fropiro 
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in. India It is interesting to see Ilow a small company 
of English, merchants, -who originally came out here 
with the sole object of extending British commerce to 
the East, eventually succeeded in making the British 
power paramount in this country The conquest achiev- 
ed IS, indeed, wonderful, — such as eclipses even the 
glory of Rome I do not point to the external pomp 
and splendour of administration or to brilliant triumphs 
achieved by the sword It is the conquest of mind 
effected in India which invests British rule with 
imdying glory. BListory furnishes no parallel to the 
stupendous and lasting monuments of intellectual and, 
moral conquest which England has raised here, and it 
IS these which must ever excite our deepest admiration 
and gratitude A great nation has been revivified and 
roused from death-like sleep What was India in 
ancient tunes? Her early literature and theology, 
metaphysics and astronomy, which have extorted the 
admiration of all succeeding ages, and aie held in high 
estimation hy the best antiquarians of the present day, 
proclaim the pre-eminent greatness of the early Hindus 
and prove that they were a noble race The venerable 
Rishi of ancient India, sitting under the shade of his 
favourite tree, indulged in profound contemplations of 
the Deity, and enj*oyed secret communion with the 
Supreme One, and he led a life of unimpeachable 
purity Even Hindu ladies applied themselves to 
theological and literaiy pursuits, and took part in public 
ceremonies and undertaking and they have left monu- 
ments of their intelligence and devotion which put to 
shame many of the boasted productions of their more 
refined sisters of the present day Such was the condi- 
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tion of the early Hindus But gradually idolatiy m 
hundred hideous forms pnestcraft anperstitiQn and 
caste came in d^radad debased and demoralised that 
noble race and reduced it to a pibaile condibon 
ITahomedan oppression and misrule at last completed 
the scene of moral and intellectual desolation already 
BO homd Deep gloom then oTerspread the length and 
breadth of the country, and there was not o star in the 
firmanent to shade a redeeming ray of hope At this 
crisis God a merciful Providence interposed and od 
ministered the needful help Pallen India cmed for 
help, and lo I at Heaven a bidding, England hastened 
to her rescue If here you do not recogmie the finger 
of Providence if you do not vividly perceive the direct 
operation of God a special mercy for the solvation of 
cations I do not know where you will It is true that 
apparently the affair has no religious significance The 
earlieat English adventurers in India was actuated by 
purely worldly motives they came out for lucre s sake 
Nevertheless the contact of England with India was 
Providential and not a mere Occident I do moat 
devoutly bebeve that it was for the Definite purpose of 
helping this country that the English were commi*' 
sioued and deputed to come and rule here that dinne 
purpose has been consistently carmed out in spite of 
human errors and immorabties which were apparent in 
the matter 

as. Extmt from a sp secH of Mr Keshob Chundir 8#n 
dtnvarsd In a Welooms Solres hsJd at IS# HancTsr-tquars 
Roomt London, April il, iito. 

When Indu lay iunk in tie mirt of idolniry and 



KESHTJB CHUNBER SEN'S SPEECH 


89 


superstition, wlien Maiiomedan oppression and misrule 
had almost extinguished the last spark of hope m the 
native Indian mmd, when Hinduism, once a pure sys- 
tem of Monotheism, had degenerated into a most horrid 
and abommable system of idolatry and polytheism, 
when the priests were exceedingly powerful, and were 
revelling m their triumphs over down-trodden humanity, 
the Lord in His mercy sent out the British nation to 
rescue India. (Cheers ) In obedience to God’s mjimc- 
tion, England came and knocked at the doors of 
India, and said, “Noble sister, rise! thou hast slept 
too long ” And India rose The mvitation was 
Providential, and the response too. India rose from her 
lethargy of ages, and saw the degraded condition 
into which she had sunk, and asked England for 
help, and the help so much needed has been given 
Certamly the earlier British rulers m Hindustan were 
corrupt, certamly the means often employed by the 
early settlers were questionable, but I look not to the 
human agency that was employed, but dive beneath it, 
and see the finger of the All-wise Providence working 
for the redemption of my coimtry I forget and forgive 
all that mdividual Englishmen did to mjure the cause 
of Indian redemption, and, standmg upon the universal 
basis of humanity, see how m history God employed 
special agencies to elevate and exalt my countrymen. 
(Cheers ) England and India became thus connected by 
an overrulmg Providence In the course of time 
England felt the responsibility of her position as the 
ruler of India, and became connected with her in the 
closest ties of political and moral relationship. A 
stream was opened which connected England and India, 
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icteUectnally aooiftlJy morally and religicmflly and 
all the refined and liberal ideas of the TVeat came 
through this great channel into the East info India 
There are signs of netr life on all sides m from 

the Himalayas to the Cape Cbmonn You see a new 
nation using up os it were, with new napirations, 
holier and loftier thoughts pursuits and speculations 
We can now sympathise with you (Englishmen) m all 
your intellectual pursmfa and speculations Your phi 
losophy and science arc ours Thus we ore one in 
thought It IS not merely the some QcFvemment that 
rules us it IB not merely the same geDeJous<-hearted and 
noble Sorereign whose sway we all aoJcnowledgc hut we 
are at the same tune one in heart and thought 
tically muted wo ore also intellectually united 
(Cheers ) When I say **Long lire Her most Gracious 
ifaiesty Queen Victoria * I feel that my words are re- 
verberated throughout the length and breadth of India, 
and that all my educated countrymen join with me In 
wishing prosperity and health to that great Queen from 
whom we have recetr^ so many and such nch blessings 
(Applause ) England has already achieved wonders in 
correcting prejudices and dispelling the ignorance o! my 
country England s intellectanl oonquesta in India ore 
of a remortable ohorooter The material social, 
and intellectual improvements already achieved by 
England in India are lasting monuments of her mle 
* These are thy trophies. Queen of manv Islesl*' The 
grandest ochievement of all however, is tho moral and 
religious reformation of the country 



KESHUB CHUNDER’S SPEEOH AT BO>rBAY 


91 


34 Extracts from a speech of Mr Keshub Chundor Sen 
delivered at Bombay on his return from England, Oct. 16, 1870. 


Let five millions of my countrymen, Ilindoos, 
Parsees, Mabomedans, all races and sects and denomi- 
nations of India, believe that Providence has, for noble, 
benevolent, and vise purposes, entrusted their destinies 
to England, and that good vill eventually come out of 
such political connection England is bound to govern 
our country for the good of our people Those days are 
gone by never to return vhen men thought of holding 
India at the point of the bayonet — those dark days are 
gone by vhen men thought of closing all public schools 
and colleges in order to prevent the rise of independent 
thought, the growth of independent public opinion, in 
Native society Men are beginning to feel that India is 
a solemn trust, that the English out in India are acting 
simply as trustees, responsible and accountable to that 
God who placed India in their hands for the welfare of 
the country (Applause ) God will not tolerate a 
Government at this time of the day based on principles 
other than those which we recognize as the principles of 
3ustice and benevolence (Applause ) Agamst disloyalty 
I loudly and vehemently protest Be loyal to the* Queen 
and to the British Government Be thankful to all 
those, whether men and women of your own country, or 
men or women of England, who have in any way done 
you good Let not our enemies, let not our friends say 
that we are wanting in gratitude Let all India unite 
in one chorus of sweet and unanimous gratitude, flowing 
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toTmd» God M an appreciation on the part of the nhole 
nation of the blaainnge that hare boon conferred npon 
the people by foreign natione (Applanee ) 


3S Crtract fram ■ iMdar of tfie Hindoo Patrtotf Un Ifod- 
mg liKlIon mpor of tn« tlmo, dtplomig and oondoiraiing the 
ot Lord Moyo, tti 0 V!cmy, Fttmauy tit 18T2^ 

Somebody we believe describe* tbe Bcseian 
Government to be obrolate despotism tempered by 
aasasainationa But Lord ilayo, we migbt say correctly 
described the obaraoter ot tJbe Bntiab Ooveromeot in 
India Trhen he said in effect in one of his now ever 
nzeffloroble speeches m the L^zsletive Donncil lost 
year, that it was an absolute despotism tempered by 
public opinion As years roll on this character of 
British rule m Indio is more and more developed It 
iB oertomly despotic in form and action but it is a 
despotism which does not seat to amotheir public opi 
mon or repress popular feeling It kwp* a healthy 
wotch over public opinion indeed it nurses the growth 
of pubbo opinion and every year bears testimony to 
concessions to public opinion It was only the other 
day we read in the papers that a parcel of school boy# 
had been deported to Sibeno by the Bussion Govern 
ment for presuming to ask for the liberty of tho pree^ 
Such an act wa feel satisfied would be repelled with 
indignation by the Britiih Goremment Indeed Tier 
Hnjestys subjects in India enjoy more freedom of 
speech and wntiug than tho French or the Buimods 
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under (lieir national Government Tlierc are certainly 
shortcomings of the British Government in India, and 
grave shortcomings too; vro cannot deny tliat tliero is 
dissatisfaction, even discontent among the people, no 
matter rrliether or no with good reasons, but nothing 
of the sort which load them, as in Bussia, to seelc to 
limit the absolute despotism of the Indian Government 
by assassinations They are fully sensible of the great 
blessings it has conferred upon them, and thougli they 
may chafe, murmur or cry, when tliey are pinched by 
this tax or that, when they are oppressed by tins officer 
or that, or rudelv shaken by this measure or that, they 
are still thorouglily conscious that they never had a 
better Government They not only feel the might of 
the arms, whicli have tied into a bond of political union 
and administrative control the diversified races and 
nations of India, equal to a continent, which had been 
utterly unlmown in ages past, but they are fully alive 
to the grave calamity which would befall the country 
were this mighty hand taken away There may be indi- 
vidual malcontents, whose ambition finds no outlet under 
the stern rule of the British, which in the language of 
the Bengali proverb makes the tiger and the cow drink 
of the same stream, there may be even cliques, if not 
classes, which secretly cherish and wish for the over- 
throw of the Queen’s Government, but they are mere 
mosquitoes, the bite of which ought not to raise a serious 
thought The heart of the nation is sound to the core, 
it had a fiery ordeal during the Sepoy Mutiny, and it 
came out quite unscathed Deeply as we deplore the 
late assassinations, we should still more regret if it 
were for a moment supposed that they are the expression 
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of the feelings of the people at laige towards the 
British Goremment. 


Tht spMoh of tho Honbrs Mr Krfstodas Pal (tbs 
Editor of tirt Hlncfoo Patriot ) at tho OaJotrtU Trvfts omntr, 
Fsbruary 1 ISTS 

ilaater of the Trades Association and Gentlemen — 
I thank yon moat heartily and sincerely for ogam invit- 
ing me to this yonr very intereetmg annaal re-nnion 
and again allowing mo the privilege of ocknowledging 
the compliment to the Natiro Press Lost year, ns 
several speakers who have preceded me have reminded 
yon we met under the shadow of a dire calamity 
threatening millions of my fellow-coantrymen with 
starvation and death bat thanks to the All Meroifnl 
Providence, the sore tnal with which it had pleased Him 
to visit ns has ended the gloom which hung over us 
has given place to sunshine the amtie^ and sorrow, 
which it brought us have been succeeded by the hope 
that cheers and the joy that gladdens (Cheers ) 
Plenty now sinfles over the land and the poor men 
women and children who, pinched by that dread 
enemy, hunger had lost year by thousands and tens of 
thousands crowded at the relief centres for the daily 
pittance to keep their body and soul together, have with 
the return of Nature’s favour gone back to their homes 
and avocations Gentlemen wo hear much of the wont 
of sympathy between the Fnropean and the Native hot 
whatever may be the feelings of individuals no one can 
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deny <hn( the Britisli Go^ eminent nnd llic Bnli'sh nntion 
have -^heivn a most In civ and pcncrons Bjmpathy for 
their Indian sulijocks in this hour of ad^cr^lt^, and I 
can assure \ou that iin eounti\incn feel doeph' grateful 
for it. (Hear, hear ) Bieh as you arc in the tiaditions 
of jour prowo'is and power, notliing ran exceed tlie 
glory of tlie trophy, uhicli tlie Indian Government has 
achieved in hgliiang so skilful 1\ and ‘^uceessfull> the 
battle of humanitj !^VhIle histor;, records the triumphs 
of British arms at As‘;n\e and J^nswarre, on the plains 
of Clnllianwalla and Ixiodiann, in the re-rapturc of Delhi 
and the relief of Lucknow, in the memorable war of the 
Sepoy Mutiny, no page in the annals of British progress 
in the Kast will shine with greater lustre than that in 
winch she will chronicle the brilliant achievoments 
accomplisbed in the campaign against the Bengal 
Pamine of 1874 — with the calm courage, untiring 
energy, and noble sclf-sacrifice with whicli all from the 
highest to the lowest worked in this good cause. 
(Cheers) Here was a demonstration of sympathy not 
confined by geographical boundaries or partitions of race 
and religion, not flowing from the lip, but gushing from 
the heart, not shewn to the rich who could always exact 
their dues, but the poor and forlorn, to dumb millions, 
who could not speak, whose voice could not reach their 
august rulers, but who, in the heart of their hearts, 
blessed the fatherly hand that gave them rice while they 
were hungry, and water while they were thirsty. 
(Cheers ) Such sympathy constitutes the golden chain, 
which will securely hind India to England, despite the 
storm of political tumult and the war of foreign aggres- 
sion. (Hear, hear ) Gentlemen, the place which you 
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have aaaigned for several years past to the Native Press 
in your toasts implies that yon have ooahdeuce m that 
press and I thank you for it not only on my own behalf, 
but also on b eha lf of the whole body of my brethren of 
the Native Press Until the advent of the British as 
the proposer of the toast has nghtly observed, the press 
as an institution as a vahiole of the thoughts eenti 
ments and feeling of the nation was unknown in this 
country the ton^e was always tied under the Onentol 
Government the people when oppressed heyond 
endurance did not resort to the pen, hut the sword for 
the vindication of their rights Hut under the happy 
auspices of the British Government that state of things 
has changed (Hear hear ) There is now no restraint 
upon the tongue or pen of the Indian to express His 
inmost thoughts to represent his grievances to seek for 
redress sc long as he does not forget his duty os a loyal 
subject of the Queen (Cheers ) And I am proud to 
say that whatever may be the shoricomings of the Notivo 
Press it has rarely been found wonting in that prime 
qualification for the liberty which it enjoys, I mean 
loyalty to the Crown Gentfemen I need not urge upon 
you di^culties which beset the conductors of the INotive 
Press They are inseparable from the government o! 
this country by a foreign nation However intelligent 
•agaoious and sympathetic the Bogluh in India labor 
under n peouliox disadvantage Though descended from 
the some stock which in the dawn of huronn history 
sent forth its teeming millions westward to people 
Europe and southward to people Indio they ere for oil 
practical purposes olien by birth language customs 
ond religion they ore necessarily perplexed in master 
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ing tlie complicated problems of Indian administration, 
and are consequently under the necessity of employing 
interpreters to interpret the rulers to the ruled and vice 
versa Marvellous as has been the success of British 
rule in the East, I believe I do not exaggerate when I 
say, and I am glad to find my statement corroborated by 
our distinguished Foreign Secretary, that success could 
hardly have been achieved if the English rulers of India 
had not from the beginning availed themselves of Indian 
experience, Indian counsel, and Indian co-operation. 
The Indian holds the key, wherewith to open the gate of 
the East, and if our Western rulers had not used that 
key, not all the bayonets and guns of England, not all 
her countless treasures, would have suJficed to build up 
her magnificent Eastern Empire, justly prized as the 
brightest jewel in her diadem The conductors of the 
Native press are the unpaid interpreters of the Govern- 
ment and the nation • they may be misinformed, misled, 
and mistaken, but they act in good' faith, and endeavour 
to interpret the Governors to the governed and the 
governed to the Governors, loyally and faithfully In 
discharging their duties it not often falls to their lot to 
expose abuses and oppressions to lay bare the failings 
of individual ofidcers, and to criticize unreservedly both 
measures and men, and in domg so, they not unfre- 
quently incur the displeasure, I regret to add sometimes, 
the personal hostility of those upon whose corns they 
tread, and possibly the hue and cry now’ and then raised 
against the Native Press proceed from these sources 
But I believe really thoughtful and enlightened 
Englishmen, who care more for the character and per- 
manency of British rule as an engine of good for the 
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miUionj under ita sTray than for their own tempomry 
and limited interesta Iiie auch ontapoJrenneas tion^h the 
language may resemble the feeble utterances of those 
who hBTO but learnt to lisp If the JTative Press were 
to oironlate only tales of adnlstion what uunld the 
Goremment or the people gainP Por my port I be- 
beve that the real usefulness of the Natire Press con 
aists in an unvarnished statement of focta illnstratire 
of the working of the laws of the action of the vast 
administrative maohmery and the undeiHrurrent of the 
social and political feelings of the people directed by 
such lows and actions — facts which the Government 
and the European puhbc have no other means of ascer 
taming and li it sometimes errs in making such state- 
ments there are many forces at work for iti correction 
But Gentlemen, bear in mind that tbe Kative Press of 
India IS ft plant pecubarly entitled to yonr fostering 
core it has grown from o wed which has been brought 
from the west the manure which has contributed to 
its growth IS dsnved from that fertilmng knowledge 
which Englishmen have diffused in this country — it is 
a knowledge drawn not from your books only, but also 
from your precepts from your examples from your per 
sonal influences and if the tree now presents o goodly 
appearance the glory is the greater to you to whom it 
owes its existence to the libermbty of your principles 
to the kindliness of your feelings, and to the high minded 
statesmanship which charoctenxe your rule of this 
country (Cheers.) Gentlemen, this is not the place to 
exchange with Jupiter Junior tho thunderbolts which 
he has thought fit to hurl ogainst tbe Native Press but 
permit me to say that he is about os well in forme J of 
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tlie circulation as of tlie politics of the Patriot 
(Laughter and Loud Cheers). 

37. Speech of the Hon’hle Mr. Kristodas Pal at a Public 
Meeting held at the Tov;n Hall, Calcutta, (3lst July, 1876) to 
do honor to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales on his intended visit 
to India. 

Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, — 

The resolution, which has been entrusted to me, is 
an eminently practical one, and does not therefore need 
many words from me to commend it to your approval 
It names a certain number of public-spirited gentlemen, 
as representatives of the different sections of the varied 
community of this city, to accept the high commission 
of making suitable arrangements for giving a reception 
to H R H the Prince of Wales, such as would prove 
worthy of that illustrious and Royal visitor, worthy of 
our gracious Sovereign, who will be represented in his 
person, and worthy of the name and fame of the metro- 
polis of British India (cheers) It will be the office of 
this committee to give shape to our thoughts, expression to 
our feelings, and body to our deeds, and I must say that 
they cannot have a pleasanter task to perform (cheers) 
Whatever difference may exist between Englishmen and 
Indians as regards language, customs, habits and reli- 
gion, it IS undeniable that both are animated by an all- 
pervading sentiment of loyalty to their common 
Sovereign (cheers) , if Englishmen are proud of their 
Queen on account of the many private and public 
virtues that adorn her character, the Indians are pro- 
foundly grateful to her for the many blessings which 
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liaTo been conferred upon them under Her ITajeaty's 
beneficent rule (cheers) The feeling of loyalty I need 
hardly remind you is deeply rooted in the Hindoos 
breast you hare heard just no\r that devotion to the 
Borereign is inculcated as a solemn and sacred duty in 
his religious boots there is not a ceremony performed 
by him in which ha does not make an offering to the 
ruling power in the land the long has indeed a place 
near the gods even if he professes a foieign religion 
that does not detract from his importance for did not 
the Hindoos in the days of the Mogul Kmperors chant 
about DeUitsarcva Jaggadtttoarova the ‘Tjord of Delhi I 
the Lord of the Universe I (cheers) — and the Queen 
of England is now the Empress of Hindoostan — She 
over whose dominions it is truly said the sun never sots 
reigns where the Great Mogul once held sway, and 
claims the homage which was once paid to him (cheers) 
And how willingly is thot homage rendered unto her? 
She stands forth as the representative of ® power which 
has re-kindled the East with the light that had been 
borrowed from it to relume the West which hos with 
the extension of its arms, extended the arts ond com 
meroe of civilised life wherever it has gone which has 
refiouoitated the dead boaes of the onoient cinlitation of 
India breathed the breath of Ii/e into its inert masses 
given a healthy impulse to their legitimate nspiratioofl 
for social and political adninoemont and enabled them 
to enjoy the fruits of their honest labour the yield 
of their enterprire and the rights of humanity and 
the citixenship of a free state in peace and tran 
quility, with perfect liberty and with the utmost 
advantage (cheers) But it is not ns a consUlutional 
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sovereign only Her Majesty receives tlie homage of her 
subjects in the East If I may venture to say. Queen 
Victoria 18 the Hindu’s heau ideal of a monarch 
(cheers) The mistress of an Empire, the like of which, 
in extent, power and grandeur is not met with in his- 
tory, in her shine with the greatest lustre the good 
qualities which become a sovereign and grace the 
daughter of Eve (cheers). Devoted and faithful to the 
Crown she wears, kind and affectionate to her subjects, 
attached to her family and children, charitable to the 
poor, delighting in the luxury of doing good in stealth, 
pious but without pomp, she is equally loved and res- 
pected by those who have the privilege of approaching 
her august presence and by those whom fortune has 
placed at far distance (cheers) In the eyes of the 
Hmdoo the example she has set to the fair sex of 
Europe, since the Lord has been pleased to take away 
from her beloved consort, cherishing with becoming 
devotion, self-abnegation and humility the memory of 
him, who was the partner of her life, her sorrows and 
her joys has thrown a sacred halo roimd her, and the 
earnest solicitude with which she looks to the welfare 
of her Indian subjects, and a notable proof of which 
was afforded m her lively anxiety and handsome per- 
sonal contribution last year, when Bengal was visited 
with a dire calamity, has taught my countrymen to 
regard her truly as the Queen Mother (cheers) The 
eldest son of such a mother, who will one day succeed 
her on the throne — ^may that day be long distant’ — our 
Crown Prince, who according to all accounts, is a prince' 
every inch, is about to visit her Indian Empire, to study 
its condition, its people, its resources and its institu- 
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tionj and you may vrell imagine that nothing will 
gratify her more thou to Imow that her Indian 
Bubjflcta haa given Hia fioyal Highness a nght 
loyal welcome (oheera) Hitherto the Majesty of 
England tvm to the people of India impersonal 
invuiible, impalpable — a sort of metophyaical pro- 
perty a mere eound an echo but now they will 
bave the happiness of realmng bodily in the person of 
their royal visitor what was as it vere a structure of 
their imagination (cheers) The manifestations of joy 
with which the welcome mtelligonce of this auspicious 
event has been received in this country are an earnest 
of the enthusiasm with which that event will be cele- 
brated by all classes of Her Majestj^s subjects through 
the length and breadth of this vast Empire, and I do 
fervently hope that when His Boyol Highness returns 
to his native isle he will be in a position to tell her dear 
mother and our beloved Queen how cordially cheer 
fully and loyally was he received by her Indian sub- 
jects how deeply attached are they to her benign 
sceptre and how earnestly do they pray for the conti 
nuance of her beneficent sway protecting the went re- 
lieving the idronged helping the helpless encouraging 
the good and diffusing the blessings of peoce, 
prosperity and contentment (Loud cheers) 


3*, Address of welcome by the HunlctpsJ Corporation of 
Bombsy to H R H the Prince of Wiles on hb srrtrsl 
8th November ISIS 

Mov it please Tour Hoyal ITighne^ — ^TTe the 
Cbairmnu and members of the Municipal CJorporation of 
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Bombay, esteem it a bigb privilege to be allowed in tbe 
name of tbe Corporation, and of all tbe inhabitants of 
tbis City, to greet Tour Royal Highness at your landing 
on tbe shore of India, with on address of loyal welcome 
AVe rejoice that Tour Royal Highness should have 
selected Bombay as the starting point of your Indian 
travels ; for this city is in itself, perhaps, the most strik- 
ing example India can present of the beneficial results 
that may be produced by the impact of Western civili- 
zation on Oriental character and institutions, and of 
the success that may attend earnest and judicious efforts 
to reconcile all the various races of this country to 
British rule Bombay may lay claim to the distinction 
of being a royal city; for this Island first became an 
appanage of the Crown of England through forming 
part of the dowry of Charles the Second’s Portuguese 
bride, and during the two centuries that have since 
elapsed, Bombay has had every reason to be grateful 
foi this fortunate change in her destiny From a 
barren rock whose only wealth consisted in cocoanuts 
and dried fish, whose scanty population of 10,000 souls 
paid a total revenue to the State of not more than 
£6,000 a year , whose trade was of less value than that 
of a Tanna and Bassien, and whose climate was so deadly 
to Europeans, that two monsoons were said to be the 
life of a man; she has blossomed into a fair and whole- 
some city, with a population which makes her rank next 
to London among the cities of the British Empire 
With a Municipal Revenue amounting to £300,000 a 
year, and with a foreign commerce worth forty-five 
millions sterling and yielding in customs’ duties to the 
Imperial Treasury three millions a year All this mate- 
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nal prosperity she owes to the Btrong and Govern 
ment vrluch has sectired. her m the enjoyment of peace 
and order, of equality before the law of reli^ona 
liberty and of freedom of trade and -which has thus 
given oonfidence to men of ell racea end creeds Euro- 
peans Indo-Portngnese Hindoos Ifahomedans Parsees 
and Jews, to pursne their vanons oaUings under 
the shadow of the Bntieh flog "We gladly therefore 
sene the occasion of Your Royal Highness's presence 
amongst ns to record onr sense of the blessings of 
British mle, and to assure Tour Eoyal Highness of our 
devotion to that throne which has become the endunng 
symbol of concord liberty prosperity, end progress to 
all the multitude of nations that own the benign sway of 
Queen Victoria "We beg that Tour Royal Highness 
will convey to Her most Giacjous Majesty the expres- 
sion of our loyal sentiments and of our gratification 
that Her Majesty has sent the Heir to the Crown 
amongst us to become personally acquainted with the 
people of India We regret that Tour Royal Highness s 
Oonsort the Pnncees of Woles so mneh and so deserved 
Iv beloved by the English people has not been able to 
accompany Tour Eoyal Highness on this journey, to 
learn for herself in what honor her name is held in 
India We pray that the God of all nations may watch 
over Tour Royal Highness and bring your happy design 
of -visiting India of -which w® to^ay witness the 
auspicious commencement to as happy a conclusion so 
that it may be blessed with good fruit hereafter, in the 
strengthening of the tics of mutual interest, esteem 
goodwill which already bind the Impenol Stoto of Great 
Britain to lU greatest dependency 
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39. Leader In the "Hindoo Patriot” welcoming H.R.H. the 
Prince of Wales on h|s arrival In Calcutta on behalf of the In- 
habitants of Bengal. (December 27, 1876.). 

May it Please Tour Eoyal Higkaess. 

On behalf of the people of Bengal wc respectfully 
and cordially •welcome Your Enyal Highness to these 
shores If it has been the dream of your life to see the 
“gorgeous East,” it •was beyond our dream to expect that 
the Heir Apparent to an empire on -which the sun never 
sets, -would condescend to visit this distant dependency 

Different minds give different interpretations to the 
motives of Boyal Highness’ visit, but -whatever Your 
Royal Highness’ object, whether it be an enlightened 
curiosity, a love of manly and rational pleasure, or a 
noble resolve to study the history, traditions and real 
condition of the many millions of this country, whom 
You may one day be called upon to rule, to us the 
Royal visit is fraught with the most momentous con- 
sequences. 

'Since the bloody events of the Sepoy Mutiny of 
1857 never was the pulse of national life whether in 
England or in India more stirred than now. In 
England the excitement would seem to be so great as 
if a new world had been discovered So many 
members of the intellectual phalanx of England had 
never before come to India to chronicle an event, 
however important, in the Eastern world. Tour Royal 
Highness has been an eye-witness of the gushing en- 
thusiasm of the people in welcoming their Queen’s 
eldest son and future Emperor 
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The loyiJ demonatratioiia made by oto* conatiymeo 
whererer Tour Eoyal Hiffhnees haa trodden the eofl 
will doubtleas have convunied Tour Eoynl Highnets 
how truly loyal are they, how emcerely attached to the 
Queen 5 rule and person, and how profoundly grateful 
to the Bnbah Government for the manifold blesaing* 
which it ha« conferred upon them They ore often 
calumniated by self-aeekera their loyalty not un 
frequently questioned and carped at by them and their 
character nuarepresented and maligned but Tour Eoyal 
Highness we hope and trust has had abundant evidence 
of the maligmty of the misrepresentations referred to 
The enthusiasm with which Tour Eoyal Highness has 
been received in all the towns and cades, which you 
have yet been able to visit cannot be a mere outward 
show suoh a loud enthusiasm must have a deep seat 
in the heart surely li the people did not feel a 
national and rational interest in Tour Eoyal Progress 
they would not have gone to so much expense and 
trouble to demonstrate it It cannot be on idle curiosity 
which bfm drown hundreds of thousands of people from 
distant nllagea and terntones to the capital cities to 
render homage to their future Emperor Hany as ore 
the shortcomings of the British Government m India 
ns on institution the people of Indio are deeply sensible 
of the numerous blessings whioh it has conferred upon 
them blessings which we doubt could have been bestow 
ed by any other European notion whether it be the 
French with their volatile temper and Inx political 
ethics the Eussians with their ‘ Knout ond rod 
typified in the iron rule of the Cmt even nt home and 
the Germans without o spark of generous sympathy lU 
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tlie government of foreign nations Tlie Englisli nation 
witli .J1 its faults is a noble nation — it is on the whole 
3 ust, frank and generous; it is true that in distant 
latitudes it somehow degenerates, and we have proofs 
of such degeneracy in this country, hut even the dege- 
nerate English Gentleman has far more generous sym- 
pathies than a man of the some class from other 
countries of Europe. 

Four months’ stay cannot surely enable Tour Royal 
Highness to study India to any purpose or gam a full 
insight into the complicated problems of its administra- 
tion, nor are the circumstances under which Tour Royal 
Highness, as becoming your high rank, is making your 
royal progress, calculated to qualify Your Royal High- 
ness to know the real truth about the country. Wher- 
ever you go a varnish is put on — nothing is presented 
to Tour Royal Highness in naked reality The whole 
empire has undergone a new white uash in order to 
please the Royal eyes — ^the view presented to Your Royal 
Highness is a huge fiction Possibly from the glorious 
sights, which Tour Royal Highness has seen, Your Royal 
Highness may conclude that this is a land flowmg with 
plenty and prosperity, but in reality the country is very 
poor — ^the majority of the people can hardly live from 
hand to mouth Possibly the universal rejoicings with 
which Tour Royal Highness has been welcomed may 
impress your mind with the belief that the people are 
quite content, but nothmg could be a graver mistake 
than that The people are content with the Queen’s Rule 
as an abstract fact or a political condition; they do not 
wish for any change of rule or dynasty, nevertheless 
they feel deeply the insolence of office, the invidious 
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djsiinoiioii of race made not so mncli in personal inter 
course by the heads of Government as by the represen 
tatives of the ruling powen in the distnots in the prach 
cal ad mini stration of the country supported no doubt 
by their offloial superiors from motives of policy, the 
absence of any sympathy except in rare oases between 
the mlers and the ruled the high hand with which the 
administration is not nnfreqnently carried on regardless 
of the feelings sentiments and wishes of the governed 
and above all the open inconaistenoy of the practices of 
the actual rulers of the country with the noble pro- 
fessions and behests of the Queen s Goremment 

We deeply regret that although Tour Eoyal High 
ness has come to see the people of Judin a wide gulf has 
been placed between Tour Eoyal Highness and the 
people at large—a wider gulf than ordinarily exists 
betTreen Englishmen sad Indians Tour Eoyal 
SCighness has only eeen cities under colors, white wash 
and glowing bghta — they are no index to the real con 
ditiOB of the cities themselves, or of the distant and 
rustic villages We beseech Tour Eoyal Higlinoss to 
remember this fact, this moral truth when you will 
render an account of your visit to your Queen Mother 
Tour Mother is our Mother end Tour Eoyal Highness 
will doubtless tell her that all that you have seen so 
glittering is not gold 

We do not say all this by way of disparagement of 
any particular ruler or district officer It is the system 
and policy, for which no one is individually or solely 
responsible, which has produced the resultant forces 
that repress the national aspirations and fill the nnlional 
heart with distress It is not our purpose to enquire 
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whose fault it is — it is our object to state tbe plain 
truth. Much has doubtless been done by the present 
Government to throw oil over troubled waters, but more 
remains to be done India has spent millions of money 
to celebrate your auspicious advent, and she will con- 
sider herself amply repaid, if this visit leads to a lively 
and really effective sympathy with her condition in the 
breasts of her Gracious Sovereign, Tour Royal 
Highness, and the ruling class generally 

May Providence grant Tour Royal Highness health, 
crown all your desires, and bless your voyage home is 
our humble and earnest prayer* 

40. Extract from the Address of the Mahomedan Literary 
Society to H.R.H. the Prrnce of Wales, January, 1876. 

The overthrow of our Indian Mahomedan dynasties 
by the conduct and valour of the British nation is recent 
enough to have left bemad some memories of the glories 
of some of our Moslem rulers But the justice, huma- 
nity, and universal toleration of the British nation have 
obliterated the past for us, and, in accordance with 
the instincts of our human nature, we longed for the 
moment when he could, as now, regarding your Royal 
Highness as representing our Gracious Sovereign, look 
upon the object of our most precious love and reverence 

41. Extract from a Leader of the “Hindoo Patriot” on 
“Russia’s Policy,” November 20, 1876. 

But at the same time we cannot ignore Russia’s 
policy to domineer over the East She has been at the 
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bottom of the E«bellioii in Turkey The history of that 
Bebellion shews that it is Bnsaian advice, Bussion 
intngne, and Enasian arms and sHIl which have given 
the war in Turkey the present proportion and magnitude 
and we now see that Bnssia openly nimw nt the occnpa 
tion of Turkey 

In the East Hussia has not been idle She ii 
essaying to bring the Amir of Cabnl under his influence 
completely 

In this onsiB how will European Powers act 
England turns to Pmsaia But Germany has as 

yet made no sound whatever 

We in India have a deep stake in the stability of 
the British Power in the East. Oar fortune* are bound 
up with those of England However we may cnticue 
particnlar measure* of the British Govarzimeot in Indio 
or the attitude of particular officers of Government 
towards the people or the princes of India the exist- 
ence of British rule is the only security for peace order 
and progress in this country We are owore that there 
IS discontent among the people, but we believe we can 
say without a fear of contradiction that even the worst 
malcontent does not want o change of role Russian 
domination they know well will not remove their gner 
nnces on the contrary it will make their position far 
worse Perhaps the feeling among them is not that 
Russia should take this country but that the proxi 
mity of the Russian Bear may induce the British 
Lion to show that magnanimity which is inherent 
in its chameter but which is sometime* forgotten 
Be that as it may wo con tell our countrvmcn 
that under the rule of no other European Power ore 
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they destined to enjoy greater privileges and advantages 
than what they now enjoy under the benign influence 
of the English nation We hope the day will not come 
when the British Lion and the Russian Bear will fight 
each other for the Indian booty, but should that cala- 
mitous day ever come our duty is plain The princes 
and peoples of India should range themselves under the 
British banner and expel the Muscovite If there is any 
nation of Europe which has an innate love of justice 
and fair play, it is the English nation, take it all m all 

42. Extracts from the speech of Mr. Keshub Chunder Sen 
on "Philosophy & Madness in Religion," Calcutta, March 3, 1877. 

Do you not recognise the finger of special provid- 
ence in the progress of nations? Assuredly the record 
of British Rule in India is not a chapter of profane 
history, but of ecclesiastical history 

The book which treats of the moral, social and 
religious advancement of our great country with the 
help of "Western science, imder the paternal rule of the 
British Ration, is indeed a sacred book. There we see 
clearly that it is Providence that rules India through 
England (Applause ) 

At Delhi, on the day of the assumption of the im- 
perial title by our Sovereign, did not the eye of the 
faithful believer see that God Himself stretched His 
right hand and placed the Empress’ Crown upon 
Yictoria’s head? (Loud cheers ) And did he not hear 
the Lord God say unto her “Rule thy subjects with 
justice and truth and mercy, according to the light given 
unto thee and thy advisers, and let righteousness and 
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peace and prosperity dwell m the Empiref * (Ap- 
planse ) 

Who can deny that Victoria is an instmment in the 
hands of Providence to elevate this degraded country in 
the scale of nations, and that in her hands the solemn 
trust has been most solemnly reposed P Glory then to 
Empress Victona I (Applaose ) 

Educated countrymen yon are bound to be loyal 
to your Dmnely-appointed sovereign Not to be loyal 
argues base ingratitude and absence of faith in Prond 
ence Ton are bound to be loyal to the British Govern 
ment, that came to yonr rescue as God s ambassador, 
when your country was sunt in ignorance and supersti 
tion and hopeless jejnneness and has smce lifted yon 
to your present high position Thu work u not of man 
but of God and He has done it and is doing it, 
through the Bntuh nation 

As Hu chosen instruments then honour yonr 
sovereign and the entire ruling body with fervent 
loyalty The more loyal we are the more we shall 
advance with the aid of our rulers in the path of moral, 
social and political reformation 


43. Speeoti or Um Hon bit Mr KrUtoCts Pat at the CaJeutta 
Tralles Assootattona Dimer Fennianr, itrs. 

Master Wardens and Gentlemen —On behalf of 
myself and mv brethren of the Notive Prcsi I thank 
you most heartfly for the enthusiasm with which you 
have drunk thu toast and my fnend the propovr for 
the honor he has done bv coupling my name with it 
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and for the very flattering terms in which he has kindly 
spoken of me By a beneficent dispensation of Brovid- 
ence, England and India have been united in a happy 
bond, no less for the good of the governing country 
than for that of its distant dependency, and our auspi- 
cious meetmg to-night is a symbol of that union It 
IS a common saying, union is strength, and in India the 
union of the two races is the essence of social and poli- 
tical life. In the varied occupations of every-day exist- 
ence, neither the Indian nor the European in this 
country can fight the battle of life without mutual aid, 
mutual co-operation, and mutual sympathy (cheers) 

The destinies of the two are also bound up with 
those of each other India is the glory of England, and 
England the strength of India. (Hear, hear ) England 
cannot now withdraw from India without darkening the 
halo which surrounds her, and India cannot suffer the 
separation without a pause to that quickening impulse, 
which has revived her national life and resuscitated her 
national energy (cheers) The union of the two is thus 
essential to their mutual existence, and what could be 
a nobler sight than to see the children of both, recog- 
nising their mutual relationship, forget the differences 
of race, religion, and feeling, and work in harmony and 
S3mpathy for mutual good and happiness? (Hear, hear ) 
So far as this annual reunion of the Trades’ Association 
serves to tie the representatives of the two classes in a 
bond of social friendship and civic amity, I look upon 
it as a moral force of the highest value (cheers) 

Gentlemen, addressing as I do a company of 
Englishmen, with whom freedom of speech and writing 
IS their birth-nght, I need not expatiate on the ad- 
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Tantagefl of a Free Preaa In tluB coiintry the Gorem 
ment hy reanon of ita peoaliar poaition is despotic hut 
it IS ff despofasm tempered — not by red tape, telegram 
or telephone as humorously remarked by my fnend 
Mr Maokeune (laughter) — but by public opinion and 
the Press is the exponent of that opinion (Hear hear ) 
Ac^rding to the eetnoatea of various speiiiers lo-night 
our Councils may bo shams our Municipal Committee# 
may be shams but our Press, I make bold to say is 
not a sham (cheers) Tho Indian Press both European 
and Native is a living reality There may be those, 
as my fnend Mr Knight said who may choose to argue 
that there is no such thing as public opinion m India, 
and who are perhaps not alow to repress it if they can 
but the pubbo in India do think do fee] and do speak 
as the pubbo in other civibsed conntnee, and if the 
Press IS not strong, it u not because the cause it ad 
vocates is weak the principles it enunciates are weak 
but because the sympathy it receives from the powers 
that be is neither sufficient nor strong The Press in 
this country has always had an uphill work It won its 
freedom by battling long bravely and fiercely with 
inveterate prejudices, unbending exclusiveness, and 
ruthless intolerance But it has steadily made its way 
and held its own Time was as remarked by my friend 
Mr Wyman when Indian Journalism was looked down 
upon as a degrading calling when knights of tho quill 
— I hope my friend who has preceded me will not 
consider this as a pinch upon him — (laughter) — wore 
hunted out as so many panahs of Indian society but 
a better day has dawned upon us Few there are I 
do not hesitate to say, who would now dare deny the 
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lust claims of the leaders of the Press (cheers). Some 
of the ornaments of the Indian Press have come from 
the ranks of the great services, ■which rule the destinies 
of the coimtry I am glad to he able to say that our 
humble efforts to represent public opinion have not been 
■vnthout some reward , if the Press constitutes the Pourth 
Estate m the United Kingdom, the ludian Press after 
years of toil and trouble, has come to be recognised as 
an Ally of the State in the good government of the 
country (Hear, hear ) Under the auspices of the 
noble statesman, now at the head of the Government, 
himself a chevalier le 'plume^ and an hereditary 
champion of letters, the relationship of the Government 
■with the Press, aa has been already remarked by 
Mr Knight, has been placed on a far more satisfactory 
footing than before To that august assembly of pro- 
consuls, princes and nobles of the land at Delhi on the 
let January, 1877, when the auspicious event of the as- 
sumption of the Imperial title by Her Gracious Majesty 
the Queen was celebrated, his Lordship did not hesitate 
to invite the humble scribes of the Press as his own 
guests (Hear, hear ) Since then, seemg that the 
Press cannot circulate the truth ■unless it knows the 
ti-uth, his Lordship has made special arrangements 
■under the direction of a well-kno^wn laborer in the field 
of j'ournalism, to place at the disposal of the leadmg 
jo'urnals of the co'untry early information and important 
papers about State matters I hope the generous spirit, 
which has dictated this alliance bet-ween the Government 
and the Press, ■will pervade the whole ruling body 
throughout the country, and that the paid servants of 
the Cro-wn ■will co-operate ■with its unpaid servants, the 
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oondtieiots of the Prose In edTftnoing the conunon oanse 
— I meftn the good of the people (oheere) 

One word more In the genetiil prosperity ' which 
hae attended the Indian Prese and which has been so 
well deeoribed by my fnend Kr Wyman, the Ifatire 
Press has been a humble participator Compare its 
position and prospects tiren^ j’ears ago with the same 
to-day and I bebere you will allow that it has made 
a rapid and cheering advance— ad van oe in number 
strength, Icnowledge oharaoter tone and indnenoe It 
has oertainly faults of which I am fully oonsoious but 
tune example and fnendlinees will correct them (Hear, 
hear ) Human nature is human nature all the world 
over and it is no wonder that when the self love of men, 
whether in power or otherwise u wounded, they should 
smart or grow restive Hence it is 1 am afraid that 
the Native Press is now and then sharply ontioued but 
I do not complain of this I think that those who are 
accustomed to hit ought not to complain when they are 
bitted back (laughter) for ontioism is always healthful 
let it be fair reasonable just, and if you bke generous 
oritioifm A handsome testimony to the usefulness and 
zndnenoe of the Native Press has just come from a 
gentleman whom we all reepeot I allude to Sir James 
Stephen 'In his second letter to the Txvxti in reply to 
Hr Bright Sir James says ‘*I have known numeroui 
cases in which statements m native papers led to enquiry, 
and several in which they influenoed legislation To 
my own personal knowledge various aecUoni in parti 
oular Acts were inserted in consequence of articles m 
native papers *’ jbi the field of journalism ns in other 
walks of life, the Indian as well ns the European, as 
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I have said at the outset, need each other’s co-operation 
and sympathy I am glad to see that a spirit of mutual 
co-operation is springing up among the members of the 
European and the Native Press, and I hope it •will go 
on and strengthen. (Hear, hear ) The progress of the 
Native Press is a proud monument of English civiliza- 
tion in the East • and if no unkind hand cuts it short, 
it IS destined to prove a mighty regenerator of India 
(Hear, hear.) It is now our turn to borrow from you 
the light that travelled from the East to the West, 
spare it not, stint it not, shut it not from us ’ (Loud 
and continued cheers). 

44. Leader In the "Hindoo Patriot" on "India’s duty to 
England," April 8, 1878, 

Although the situation in Europe, according to 
Reuter, is imcertain, still the tone of the later telegrams 
seems to be pacific, and war between England and 
Russia, as we sincerely and earnestly hope, may be 
averted 

But supposing that the worst should come to the 
worst, that a war should break out between England 
and Russia, what should India do in the crisis? Her 
duty to the governing country is plain In the pre- 
ceding article we have seen how England’s situation is 
viewed in the Colonies, and what likelihood is there of 
their coming to the help of the mother country India’s 
situation 18 peculiar Although she is a loyal depend- 
ant upon England, still her loyalty we fear is not fully 
relied upon, because of her foreign origin But this is 
a mistake India has certainly her grievances, but so 
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hare the coloniee and even England against her nding 
body There ja not a country that haa not some causes 
of complaint right or wrong against the policy and 
measures of the Government which mlea over it But 
the enatence or agitation of those grievances doee not 
imply a desire to overthrow the Government, to lay 
the axe at the root of order in short to effect a revolu 
tion Indeed the ozpreeeion of political gnevancee in 
a public manner with a view to reform and redress is 
a sign of political health It shows that the aggrieved 
seek redress not by secret intngne or combination but 
by public repreeeutationa in a lawful and constitutional 
manner Our rulers may therefore rest assured that 
the symptoms of dissatisfaction which they notice 
among the princee and people of India are no sympioms 
of a wish for a political revDluhom Far from it Both 
the princes and people of India fully appreciate the 
order which the English have introduced the protection 
and security which they have given and the principles 
of progress which they have instilled into life The 
best proof of the loyalty of the pnncas and people of 
India IS their feeling towards England in the present 
onsia AVe believe we may say without a fear of con 
tradiotion that with the exception of a few bravados 
here and there who have little stake in the country 
and who have more to gam than to lose by a revolu 
tion there is not a soul in India who rightly appre- 
ciates the position but would not regret a war between 
England and Russia, and who should the evil day 
come, would not range himself under the Bntlih banner 
But should India remain passivoP Should India allow 
her rulera only to infer that she will not swerve from 
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her loyalty to the British Crown? No, we think, she 
should give some positive assurance In what way can 
she assist England in the present crisis? "With men, 
and who have the men to spare? It is the Native 
Princes and Chiefs It is true that the Native Princes 
have been themselves much reduced in their resources, 
that a short-sighted policy has imposed upon them the 
necessity of diminishing their forces, but still they can 
be of much use to the British Government in a crisis 
like the one, which now threatens it We saw in 1857 
what valuable help was rendered by the Native Princes 
to our Government It was the Punjab Chiefs who 
chiefly enabled Archdale Wilson to break the neck of 
the revolt at Delhi It was the heroic loyalty of 
Sindia, who risked his own throne for the sake of the 
British Government, which saved Central India It 
was the fidelity of the Rajputana Chiefs, which made 
the restoration of tranquility in Northern India easy 
It was the active efforts of the Nizam of Hyderabad, 
which prevented a general conflagration in the Southern 
Presidency. The same princes may now offer like ser- 
vices in case of an attack upon India Our Govern- 
ment is already making preparations to fortify its posi- 
tion in drfierent parts of the country, but nothing we 
believe would be more pleasing than assurances of loyal 
support from the powerful princes of India in its 
present situation. Then some may assist the Govern- 
ment with money, if necessary That there are loyal 
subjects of the Crown, who are not behind-hand in this 
respect, was proved in a most pleasing form the other 
day Several lacks of rupees were raised by Govern- 
ment by private negotiations from a few individuals 
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intliOTit any difflcmlty wiien the cajh balances went down 
owin^ to the dram consequent on the fanune Some of 
these gentlemen did not eiren charge intereat Thu 
fact shew* that the feeling of the natural leaders of 
the people are with the Gorenunent. Then there are 
many natiTes, who are willing to eerre ae volunteers 
but it rests with the Government whether or no it 
should accept their semcee in that form At any rate 
India*! duty to England in the present crisis is plain 
and if the worst come to the worst, we are satisfied that 
the Indian subjects of the Queen will not Be found 
wanting 

41. apMeh ef Ow HotTbte Mr KrUtsdn Ps) at the CatoutU 
Trades AeecnUt/dn s omner Pefirvary, itrp 

Kaster and Kembers of the Trades Association — 
Gentlemen, I was quite unprepared for the friendly call 
made upon me until I had taken my teat at your 
festive board I was not aware that I would be called 
upon to respond to the toast which bos been so ably 
and gracefully proposed by my friend to my left, bat 
I will do 80 with great pleasure, and offer my moet 
flincere and hearty thanks for the land terms in which 
the Native Press has beea mentioned and the handsome 
way m which my name has been coupled with it We 
have heard the warning voice of your good Master 
against the fleeting pace of lime, and I must therefore 
be brief Gentlemen it has been my proud privilege 
for florae vears past to describe to you the progreM which 
the Native Press has been mating from year to year 
under the auspices of British rule under the genial 
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sunshine of British co-opcrntion, nnd under the invigo- 
rating influence of British example (hear, hear) I 
cannot look hack at the history of the past year irithout 
feeling a deep pang of sorrow at the attitude assumed 
hy the Government towards the Native Press during the 
year — at the blow aimed at it The last year was one 
of severe trial for the Native Press — should have said 
the Yernacular Press, for the law made a distinction 
between the English and Vernacular papers conducted 
by natives This distinction was evidently based on the 
principle that English education was a guarantee of 
Indian loyalty, I am glad that the effects of English 
education are thus appreciated hy Government I am an 
advocate of English education I hold that the wider 
are the blessings of English education diffused, the more 
effectually will the best interests of the country he 
subserved — (applause) — but I hope it would not be 
assumed that those, who had not the good fortune of 
receiving English education were not loyal to the British 
Crown The masses, the millions, do not know English, 
but their hearts were loyal to the core. It could not be 
expected that the millions of this country could all be 
educated in English, indeed, no nation could attain to 
real greatness without a literature of its own , the masses 
must express their thoughts and feelings through the 
tongue, which they learn at their mother's breasts 
The Vernacular Press was, therefore, a national neces- 
sity, and any blow aimed at it was one directed against 
national progress and prosperity Happily, the cause 
of the Vernacular Press was amply vindicated by right- 
minded and enlightened men in this country, by the 
leaders of the English nation, by the practical action 
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of the Government, Like other laws bom of an^er and 
excitement and passed in haste, the Press La^r I hope 
25 destined to remain a dead letter the moderation of 
the Yernacnlar Press has practically disarmed the action 
of Government and will I tmst, have the same good 
effect in futnre (cheers) We have had a good 
example of the moderation of the Vemaonlar Press 
in connection with the Afghan war There may 
be differences of opinion as to the equity of the 
war as to the equity of chaining the Indian revenue 
with the expenses of it hot there u one feeling among 
the people from one end of the country to the other re- 
garding the progress of onr operations — they all rejoice 
at the enooese of onr arms on the frontier (cheers) We 
have heard of late a great deal about Impenalitm^t 
has been said that the new Press Low is a manifestation 
of Imperialism — I do not know what meaning is 
attached to the word Imperialism whether it means the 
Napoleamsm of France, or the Biamarbsm of Germany 
bnt of one thing I am oertoin that if Imperialism means 
that the British Umpire and the Indian Empire should 
be one in thought and feeling — if this be the Imperifl 
liffTP of our gracious Queen Empress we have nothing 
to fear hut everything to bo grateful for (cheers) But 
if the British Empire and the Indian Empire arc to bo 
one in thought and feeling, the same laws the same 
institutions the same influences that have raised 
England to the pinnacle of oiriljsation and power and 
placed her in the vanguard of nations ought to be 
brought to bear upon India, in order to produce the 
same beneficial results (cheers) One word more The 
Great Napolean once taunted the British nation as a 
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nation of shop-keepers This I may say is not a 
reproach, hut should he considered a glory These shop- 
keepers, it should he borne in mind, have been the 
pioneers of civilization in the world They have been 
the store-keepers of progressive ideas and enlightened 
freedom (Cheers ) The people of this country could 
testify what blessings the shop-keepers of England have 
conferred upon it They have revivified the dead hones 
of the Indian nation, raised it from the slough of des- 
pond, and imparted a restless impetus for progress 
The shop-keepers of Calcutta — I do not use the word in 
an offensive sense — ^have set a noble example before my 
countrymen They are always foremost in acts of public 
spirit, public beneficence, and public weal They take 
an active part in local politics, and I can testify from 
personal knowledge how useful they have been in the 
deliberations of the municipal corporation of the town 
If the Indian shop-keepers could imbibe their public 
spirit, their love of liberty, their feeling of indepen- 
dence, their honorable emulation in the advancement of 
their interests by lawful and constitutional combination 
and their generous support of the Press, the Indian 
nation would turn a new leaf in the book of its existence. 
(Loud cheers) 


46. Speech of the Hon’ble Mr Kristodas Pal at the Calcutta 
Trades Association’s Dinner, February, 1880. 

Gentlemen, if India has been involved in a bloody 
war in Afghanistan, there has been a bloodless war 
waged on behalf of her teeming millions, both here and 
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in En^fland — it is the war of pnbho opinion There hare 
been recently many circmnetancea connected with the 
odminiatration of thie country, which hare mored the 
heart-fftnngB of the Bntieh nation, end impelled itj 
great leaders to vindicate the trust with an eameetneM 
elmctft without a parallel in the history of India s con 
neobon with England (Cheers ) People s ■WiUiom, 
and the nation’s pnde, John Bright have been the 
foremost in lending their ringing and powerful elo- 
quence to the advocacy of India s cause That sightless 
but stout-hearted champion of India, Mr Fawcett, has 
been unceasing in his exertions for the advancement of 
that cause That really good and great man who 
wielded the Indian sceptre four years ago, with such 
wisdom and benefleence for which we the people of 
India feel so grateful to him — I allude to Lord 
INorthbrook (oheere^haa also contributed bis shsire to 
that mighfy stream of aotivify regarding India matters 
which IS now flowing in fertiliaing showers upon the 
soil of England Opinion has been expressed in this 
assembly, attributing this awakening of the English 
mind to Indian questions to party influences, party 
motivee and party conflict but we, who ore vitally 
interested in it trace it to a far more generous impulse, 
far higher influenoe, far nobler motive- -we hail it ns 
the voice of the awakened national conscience of 
England as the throbbing of the inner heart of the 
great English people as a promise of the doe fulfilment 
o^ Bnloin s snered mission in the East Gentlemen, if 
England is great, it is not because her sons sway the 
sea her banners wave over on empire in which the sun 
never sets and her commerce envelopes the world, but 
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because she is ilic home of freedom, (he asylum of 
oppressed men, (he leader of hope to injured nationa- 
lities, and the prop of peoples, uho have, under the 
mysterious -working of destiny, fallen off from their 
high place of old, hut who jet possc'^s ^ltalit^ enough 
to recover their pristine strength, India comes under 
the last category; a hencficont I’rovideiicc has placed 
us under the shelter and care of Kngland, and a greater 
glory, I venture to say, cannot crown the head of 
Britannia than to raise this, her elder sister, the mother 
of the world’s ancient ciMliration, literature, and arts, 
to her primeval proud position, hy the diffusion of tho 
blessings of knowledge among her children, and by 
teaching them to govern themselves under the legis of 
her protection (Cheers ) 

Gentlemen, as England becomes more and more 
alive to her duty to India, the functions of the Native 
Press, as the interpreter between the rulers and the 
ruled, and vice ver’^a, become more and more important, 
and are likely to be better appreciated. The millions of 
India are dumb, but the Press gives them a tongue; 
though poets sung and philosophers spoke, when India 
was under her national dynasty, and though literary 
activity was not unknown, when the Moslem held sway 
over her, the people then knew not the blessings of a 
free press, and therefore remained mute The right of 
free speech is a glorious heritage, which you, English- 
men, and your ancestors, have brought into this 
country; it is a jewel above all price It has made the 
Indian conscious that he is not a mere hewer of wood 
and drawer of water, that he is not a mere machine, 
that he has a mind which thinks, and a heart which 
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feels, and that his rulers are anxious to know the 
promptinpfs of his mind and to receive the out pounngs 
of his heart. In that oonsciousneea lies his own 
strength as well as that of the ruling power TTn 
loyalty to the British Crown is not an ignorant alle- 
giance of the subject to the sovereign, an ontward 
symbol of veneration of the weak for the strong but 
an mtelligent and satisfied acqniscance in the civiluing 
end elevating infiuence of the British sceptre 
(Cheers ) Gentlemen, you have heard just now the 
Hon ble gentleman opposite (Mr Chapman) describe 
the Government of India to he a despotism, tempered 
by office-boxes with missing keys but it has been 
nghtly defined by another genCemon to be a despotism 
tampered by publio opinion, and be it said to the credit 
of that Ooremment, that the public opinion, which sow 
exists among the people of this country is its own 
creation ((Theers ) These did not osk for that free<i 
dom of opinion which they now pnxs so dearly be 
canse they had never tasted it before it was given 
unasked and unsoboited And blessed are the rulers 
who moke such precious gifts to their subjects of their 
own free will and from their own sense of duty and 
responsibility and happy the people who possess such 
magnanimons rulerel (Cheers) Notwithstanding the 
new Press Act, I am confident that the glorious pn 
nlege of a free expression of opinion, which the British 
Government has conferred upon ns will not in reality 
be taken away And I feel the more confident from the 
compliment you annually pay to the Native Press at 
this your natioual banquet thot you independent 
Englishmen, the custodians of British honor snd 
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Irccdoin in this fnr Iniid, ’svill not siifTor it to ho t^vkon 

a^*ay. (ChccivS ) 

47. SpcDch of Iho Hon'bto Mr. Kristodas Pal at tho Calcutta 
Trades Association’s Dinner, February, 1883 

Your Excellency, Mnstcr and Gcntlcmon , — 1 roinrn 
witli much pleasure to my annual task at your festive 
hoard. I ofTcr you my Bincorc and cordial thanks for 
the honor you have done to the Native Press, and to my 
friend the proposer of the toast for the kind terms in 
which he has spoken of me. Tho past year marked a 
golden era in the annals of this country' Tlie story of 
British ascendency in India is a marvellous page in 
the world’s history The Englishman first came to tho 
East as a trader, ho then became a soldier, and now he 
is the ruler and statesman. Tlio Muse signs glory to 
those who founded tlie British Empire in the East, to 
those who extended it, to those who consolidated, it, to 
those who re-established it when it was about to slip 
away from the hands of the English owing to a dire 
military revolt, but I make bold to say that greater 
glory to those who are now seeking to base it on tho 
willing allegiance and contentment of the people, to 
secure it on the rock of their interest, sympathy and 
co-operation, and to make it a part and parcel of their 
national existence Patriot as I humbly profess to be, 
I confess I am not one of those who think that the mere 
nationality of a sovereign irrespective of the attributes, 
which give him a claim to rule over fellowmen, ought 
to satisfy our patriotic aspirations What the true 
patriot wants is that his country should be governed 
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in consonanoa with the edniimentfl feelings and wishes 
of the people, with, the universal principles of truth 
and justice^ and with due regard to national ameliora- 
tion national progress, and national development 
though the sovereign may he alien by birth language 
and religion The sovereign who identifies himself with 
the nation is to my mind a national sovereign And it 
IS because the illastnoas personage, under whose benign 
sway it IS our pnvil^ to live seehs solace in the bappi 
ness and contentment of her Indian subjects and desires 
that her OtTremment shall be a Oovemment of peace 
and progress m conformity with national feelings and 
aspirations and that no invidious distinotinn of race, 
colour or creed shall be made jn the di^>ansatiOD of the 
blessings of her rule I ask my oountrymen to look up 
to her as their national sovereign (cheers) Peecended 
from a common Aryan stock, the English and the 
Indians form a grand brotherhood , but hitherto I must 
own with sorrow the brothers stood apart Though 
under the same crown hitherto the younger brother 
played the master over the elder hitherto the relations 
between them were as between the conqueror and the 
conquered Happily a better day has dawned upon us 
Under the enlightened polity of the noble and noble- 
minded statesman (I speak with some dilBdence in 
his august presence) who now represents the British 
Crown m India measuroe are being matured for the 
extension of local self-gorenunent in this country upon 
a national basis, the elevation of the native to that high 
standard of political eduoatioii which has eecored the 
happiness of the British nation at home and its power 
abroad and the reunion of the two branches of the Aryan 
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family in tlic rcsii'^citaiion of Aryan civilization and 
Aryan glorj For a century and a quarter liaa England 
ruled India, Imt hitlicrto aho «;ouglil to rule if by the 
sword, and not by sinking a chord of synipathy in (he 
national heart She has conferred inanv blessings, she 
has educed order where there uas chaos, given settled 
rule where there was anarchj , afforded security of per- 
son and property where there wa'^ insecurity, improved 
the course of justice, difiused education and nd\anccd 
material improvement, but this is the fn st time she has 
come forward to teach (he people of India (he invnlu-. 
able lessons of self-help and self-nilc to take them into 
confidence in the administration of national affairs, and 
thus to give a truly national character to the Govern- 
ment of tlie country. This is the first time England is 
essaying to fulfil her mission in the East in the highest 
sense of that term Blessed be ibe statesman wbo has 
given this happ^ turn to the administration of this 
country, and blessed be the gracious Sovereign under 
whose auspices this noble policy has taken birth ^ 
(Cheers) 

Gentlemen, no people know it better than the 
British that a free nation cannot prosper without a 
free Press India possesses under British rule the pri- 
vileges of a free people, these privileges will doubtless 
expand as the Indians will advance in education, 
knowledge, and civilization; but how could they expect 
to attain to them if their mouth was gagged? Freedom 
of thought and expression is essential to freedom of 
political life The nation, therefore, owes a debt of 
immense and endless gratitude to His Excellency 
the present Viceroy for knocking off last year the fetters 

9 
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■open tlie national presa That event waa of itself anffi 
cient to enahn ne hia good and iUnatnona name in the 
grateful recollection of the people Bat his Lordahip 
haa done more Hia Lordahip haa declared that in the 
work of legialation the Press is a potent instrument of 
Old and haa therefore resolved to give every facility 
in the way of the Press for intelligent and effective 
cnticiam of legislative measures Nothing could bo 
more encouraging to the Native Press than the apint 
in which this scheme was expounded the other day by 
the learned Law Member in the Legislative Chamber 
whose thorough sympathy with the noble policy of his 
chief I do not hesitate to say is a matter of national 
congratulation. (Cheera ) Already that policy I am 
glad to ohserve is bearing frmi. jl’he ranks of the 
Vernacular Press now count many well educated native 
gentlemen gradnatee of the TTmversify who are folly 
oonsoiona of their duties and responsihnitiee end the 
tone of the Press with a few exceptions here and there 
has decidedly improved There is now o growing and 
(generous appreciation of the policy and measures of 
the Government The condnetors of the Vernacular 
Press I may say with one voice recognise that It is 
their function not to oppose but enlighten Government 
not to thwart but to co-operate with it, not to weaken 
hut to strengthen it, — in fact, to interpret the mlera 
to the ruled and the ruled to the rulers, in an honest, 
truthful, and kindly spirit neither exaggerating nor 
setting down aught in malice. If the national Press 
be a true reflex of the national mind what better proof 
of the loyalty of the people of India to the Bniiih 
Crown could there be than the ringing the terms of 
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respect, admiration, and gratitude in wliicli tlie vene- 
rated name of tlic present Viceroy is cclioed and re- 
echoed in the columns of the Isatne Press? Ilear rrhat His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor in Ins last Bengal Admi- 
nistration Report IS pleased to say about the improve- 
ment "which has taken place in the Vernacular Press 
“There has been”, remarks His Honor, “an improve- 
ment in its tone, its literary merits, and its value to 
the administration both ns an educator of the people 
and a guide to the Government ” And "what is the 
cause of this improvement? It is simply this Confid- 
ence begets confidence, sympathy engenders sympathy. 
It IS because the Government of the day trusts the 
people, they in their turn trust the Government; it is 
because the Government sympathises "with them, they 
in their turn feel grateful to it; it is because the 
Government cherishes their 3ust aspirations, they show 
a proper appreciation of its generous intentions, it is 
because the Government is following a national policy, 
the national heart is responding to it with joy and 
enthusiasm. I only hope that this golden era "will 
fructify in that happy union of the Past and West, 
which it is the mission of England to bring about 
(Cheers ) 


48. Extract from the congratulatory Address of the Indian 
Deputation to Mr. Gladstone om his attaining his 74th birthday, 
3ist January, 1884. 

During the past vear public attention has been much 
directed to the affairs of India And we feel the more 
bound to raise our voice, however humble, to speak on 
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behalf of the millioiis of onr fellow-countrymen becau*e 
our silence might be misconstrued and those unfamiliar 
with India might not understand how heartily all 
classes of the Indian population appreciate the just and 
beneficent policy which has been attempted to be 
pursued towards them, m accordance with Her Most 
Gracious ilajeety^s declarations in the memorable Pro- 
clamation of 1868 a policy enunciated and emphasited 
repeatedly by vanons administrations — Conservative and 
Liberal alite — and which Her Imperial Majesty s 
Viceroy is so nobly striving to fulfil thereby binding 
all classes and creeds in fervent attachment to Her 
Majesty s rule The course adopted by Her Majesty s 
present representative to develop that pobcy at every 
fitting opportunity has assured the people of India that 
the responsible ministers of the Crow n are anxious to 
give effect to the letter as well as to the spirit of the 
assurance so graciouslv conveyed from time to time 
Firmly trusting in the strength of the cause of justice 
and in the sound judgment of the Govemment and the 
people of England they have been careful to refrain 
from reciprocating agitation lest that might render more 
onerous the fa*k of the Viceroy whose name is so dear 
to them and to everv friend of the perpetuity of British 
rule in India Guided by the same impulse we feel 
this would not be a fitting occasion to express regret 
a the concessions that have been mode to the violent 
opposition which wits adopted in the absence of rational 
objections to measures based on that policy Thu 
forbearance we venture to believe has not been fruit 
less The confidence of the people has been to some 
extent vindicated by the public announcements made 
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fiom time to time by \oiirself and "Noiir colleagues, tliat 
the policy of Lord Ripon and some of liis equally 
liberal-minded predecessors shall be fearlessly main- 
tained. Knowing, as we do, the feelings of our country- 
men in India, we beg to assure you, Sir, that such a 
policy of righteousness and generosity is a better 
guarantee than thousands of bayonets for the conti- 
nua'nce of British rule, and that the confidence and 
hopefulness inspired in the hearts of the people of India 
by the assurance of its maintenance will form the 
strongest of all bulwarks against eithei external aggres- 
sion or internal disorder from whatever class, color, or 
creed. 

After Mr. Gladstone had returned a hearty reply, 
Mr Cama, the Chairman of the Deputation, thus con- 
cluded 

Your graceful acknowledgment of the message we 
have conveyed to you on behalf of our countrymen, is 
another signal pledge that whatever difficulties may 
present themselves, India may safely rely on a due dis- 
charge at every fitting opportunity of the obligations 
graciously vouchsafed to her from the throne of 
England A vast majority of her population confidently 
believe that the high sense of j"ustice which all the 
world knows is instinctively in the people of England, 
and the wisdom of her politicians will prevail over all 
minor considerations, and they are loyally content to 
have their destiny, in common with the other subjects 
of the Crown in the hands of its responsible statesmen, 
of whom at the present day you, illustrious Eir, are so 
worthy a representative 
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««. Extmt from th« PrMfdmlttl Atklrtn of th« HenbU 
Mr Dadabhfti Ntoron at tha Moond nttfon of ttra Indbm Natfonal 
Congmt o«ioutta« ista, 

The aasemblage of auoh a Con^reea is an event of 
the afmost importance in Indian history I nak whether 
in the most glonona days of Hindn mle m the days 
of Hajahs like the Vikram, yon conld imagine the 
possibility of a meeting of this kind whether even 
Hindus of all different provinces of the king^dom oonid 
have collected and spoken as one nation Ooming 
down to the later Empire of our friends the ITaho- 
medana who probably ruled over a larger territory at 
one time than any Hindu monarch would it have been 
even in the days of the great Akbar himself possible 
for a meeting like tht* to assemble composed of all 
classes and communities all epeaking one loDgunge and 
all having uniform and high aspirations of their own 

TTell then what is it for which we are now mot 
on this occasion P We have assembled to consider ques- 
bona upon which depend our future whether glorious 
or inglonons It is our good fortune that we ore under 
B rule which makes it possible for us to meet in this 
manner (Cheers ) It is under the cinlimng rule of 
the Queen and people of England that we meet here 
together hindered by none and are freely allowed to 
apeak our minds without the least fear and without the 
least hesitation Such a thing is possible under Bntish 
rule and British rule only (I^ud cheers ) Then I 
put the question plainly Is this Congress a nursery 
for sedition and rebellion ogaiqst the British Gorrm 
meat (cnes of “no, no ) or is it onother stone in the 
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foundation of the stability of that Gororiiment ? (Cries 
of “ves, yes” ) There could be but one ansirer, and 
that you have already given, because ve are thoroughly 
sensible of the nuinborlcss blessings conferred upon us, 
of ivhich the very existence of this Congress is a proof 
in a nutshell (Cheers ) Wore it not for these bless- 
ings of British rule, I could not have come here, as 
I have done, without the least hesitation and without 
the least fear that my children might be robbed and 
killed in my absence; nor could you have come from 
every corner of the land, having performed within a few 
days journeys which in former days would have occupied 
as many months (Cheers ) Tliesc simple facts bring 
home to all of us at once some of those great and 
numberless blessings which British rule has conferred 
upon us But there remain even greater blessings for 
which ve have to be grateful It is to British rule 
that we owe the education we possess, the people of 
England uere sincere in the declarations made more 
than half a century ago that India was a sacred charge 
entrusted to their care by Providence, and that they 
were bound to administer it for the good of India, to 
the glory of their own name, and the satisfaction of 
God (Prolonged cheering ) When we have to ac- 
knowledge so many blessings as flowing from British 
rule — and I could descant on them for hours, because 
it would simply be recountmg to you the history of the 
British Empire in India — ^is it possible that an assembly 
like this, every one of whose members is fully im- 
pressed with the knowledge of these blessings, could 
meet for any purpose inimical to that rule to which we 
owe so much? (Cheers ) 
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The thing 18 absurd Let na speak out like men 
and proclaim that ire are lojal to the haoihone (cheers) 
that -we understand the benefits English rule has con 
ferred upon us that we thoroughly appreciate the 
education that has been given to us the new light 
which has been poured upon us turning us from dark 
nees into light and teaching us the new lesson that 
tings are made for the people not peoples for their 
kings, and this new lesson we have learned amidst the 
darkness of Asiatic despotism only by the light of free 
English crviliration (Loud cheers ) Bnt the question 
is do the Government believe usf Do they believe that 
we are really loyal to them that we do tmly appre- 
ciate and rely on British rule that we veritably desire 
its permanent continuance that our reason is satisfied 
and our sentimental feelings gratified as well as onr 
self interest f It would be a great gratification to us 
if we could see m the inauguration of a great move- 
ment like this Congress that what we do really mean 
and desire is thoroughly and truly so understood hy 
our rulers I have the good fortune to bo able to place 
before you testimony which cannot be questioned from 
which you will see that some at least of the most dis- 
tinguished of our rulers do hebeve that what wo say 
IS sincere and that we do not want to subvert Dnbsh 
rule, that our outspoken utterances are as much for 
their good as for our good They do believe, as lord 
Eipon said, thot whot is good for Indio is good for 
England I will give you first the testimony os regards 
the educated -classes which was given 25 years ago hy 
Sir Bartle Frere He possessed on intimate knowledge 
of the people of this country, and with regard to the 
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educated portion of tliein, he ga^c ihi'? testimony He 
said . 

“And nou uhorever I go I find llie best exponents 
of the policy of (he English Go\oinincn( and the most 
able co-adjutors in ndDi-^iing that policy to (he pecu- 
liarities of the natives of India among the ranks of the 
educated natives ” 

This much at least is tcstiinonj* to our 6incerit;\, 
and strongly corioboratcs our assertion that we, the 
educated classes, have become the true interpreters and 
mediators between the masses of our countr\unen and 
our rulers I shall now place before ^ou the declara- 
tion of the Government of India itself, that they have 
confidence in the loyalty of the ■nhole people, and do 
appreciate the sentiments of the educated classes in 
particular I will read their very words They say 
in a despatch addressed to the Secretary of State (8th 
June, 1880) : 

“But the people of India accept British rule without 
any need for appeal to arms, because we keep the 
peace and do justice, because we have done and are 
doing much material good to the coimtry and the 
people, and because there is not inside or outside India 
any power that can adequately occupy our place ” 

Then they distinctly undei stand that we do believe 
the British power to be the only power that can, under 
existing circumstances, really keep the peace and advance 
our future progress This is testimony as to the feeling 
of the whole people But of the educated classes, this 
despatch says 

“To the minds of at least the educated among the 
people of India — and the number is rapidly increasing 
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— ^iny idea of the ffutreraioa of British power u 
abhorrent from the consoioosnese that it must reenlt in 
the wildest anarchy and confusion ' (Lond cheers ) 

We can therefore proceed with the utmost sorenitv 
and with every confidence that our rulers do understand 
us that they do understand onr motives and give credit 
to our expressions of loyalty and we need not in the 
least care for any impeachment of dulojml^ or any 
charge of hsirbouring wild ideas of subverting the 
British power that may be put forth by ignorant irres- 
ponsible or ill-disposed, individuals or cliques (Loud 
cheers ) We can, therefore quietly, calmly and with 
entire confidence in our rulers speak as freely as we 
please but of course in that spirit of fairness and 
moderation which becomes wise and honest men and 
in the tone which every gentleman every msonnble 
being, would adopt when urging his rulers to make him 
Bome concession (Hear hear ) Now although ns I 
have said the British Government have done much, very 
much for us there is still a great deal more to be done 
if their noble work is to be fitly completed They say 
tTiTw themselves they show a desire to do what more 
may be required and it u for us to ask for whatsoever 
after due deliberation we think that we ought to hare 
(Cheers ) 

60. Extract from Ih# PresIdtfitUl Adilmi M ths HwVWt 
Ur BodnnUn Tyatilt at ths tWrd wnlan of ih* 

NsUonsl Congress, Madras, 1617 

Gentlemen it has been urged as n slur upon 
lovnlty that this Congress is composed of what are called 
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tlie educated natives of India Now, if by tbis it is 
intended to be conveyed tbat we are merely a crowd of 
people with nothing but our education to commend us, 
if it IS intended to be conveyed that the gentry, 
the nobility, and the aristocracy of the land have 
kept aloof from us, I can only meet that assertion 
by the most direct and the most absolute denial (Hear, 
hear and applause.) . ... But, Gentlemen, if no 

such insinuation is intended to be made, I should only 
say that I am happy to thmk that this Congress does 
consist of the educated natives of India (Hear, hear ) 
Gentlemen, I, for one, am proud to be called not 
only educated but a ‘‘native” of this country 
(Applause and hear, hear.) And, Gentlemen, I should 
like to know where among all the millions of Her 
Majesty’s subjects m India are to be found more truly 
loyal, nay, more devoted friends of the British Empire 
than among these educated natives. (Loud and conti- 
nued applause ) Gentlemen, to be a true and sincere 
friend of the British Government, it is necessary that 
one should be in a position to appreciate the great 
blessmgs which that Government has conferred upon 
us, and I should like to know who is in a better position 
to appreciate these blessings — the ignorant peasants or 
the educated natives? Who, for mstance, will better 
appreciate the advantages of good roads, railways, 
telegraphs and post offices, schools, colleges and uni- 
versities, hospitals, good laws and impartial courts of 
justice? — the educated natives or the ignorant peasants 
of this country? (Applause ) Gentlemen, if there ever 
were to arise — ^which God forbid — any great struggle 
between Russia and Great Britain for supremacy in this 
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cotmtrj^who la more likely to jndffe better of tie two 
EmpireaP (Hear hear) A-gam I eay Gentlemen that 
in theee mattere it la the edncatcd nativea that ore beat 
qualified to judge, because it la we who know and are 
beat able to appreciate for instance the bJeaainga of 
the right of public meeting the liberty of action and 
of speech, ond high education whioh we enjoy under 
Great Hntoin whereas probably under Buaaia we should 
have nothing but a haughty and despotic Government, 
whose chief glory would conaiat in vast military organi 
aation aggression upon our neighbours and great 
military exploits (Applause ) 

No Gentlemen let our opponents say what they 
please we the educated natives by the mere force of our 
education must be the best appreoiatore of the 
bleeamgs of a oivilued and enlightened (}oveniment 
and therefore in our own interests, the beet and 
staunchest supporters of the British Government in 
India (Applause ) 

Happily however, Gentlemen this allegation is as 
absurd as it is unfounded It is as unjust to us os it is 
unjust to the Government it impeaches But though. 
Gentlemen I maintain that the educated natives a* o 
class ore loyal to the backbone (hear hear) I must yet 
admit that some of our oonntrymen are not always 
guarded not always cautions in the language they 
employ I must admit that some of them do sometimes 
afford openings for hostile ontioisms and I musk say 
that I have myself observed in eome of the Indian news- 
papers and in the speeches of public speakers senti 
ments and expressions which are ealenjnted to lead one 
to the conclusion that they have not folly reoliied the 
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distinction between license and liberty, that tbey have 
not wholly grasped the lesson that freedom has its 
responsibilities no less than its privileges (Hear, bear ) 
And, therefore. Gentlemen, I trust that not only during 
the debates of this Congress, but on all occasions, we 
shall ever bear in mind and ever impress upon our 
countrymen that, if we are to enjoy the right of public 
discussion, the liberty of speech and liberty of the Press, 
we must so conduct ourselves as to demonstrate by our 
conduct, by our moderation, by the justness of our cri- 
ticisms, that we fully deserve these — the greatest 
blessings which an enlightened Government can confer 
upon its subjects (Hear, hear and applause ) 

51, Extract from the Speech of the Hon’ble Mr. Dadabhal 
Naoroji delivered at the North Islington Liberal Club, March 29, 
1888. 


The establishment of the Hational Council was a 
phenomenal event in India About the time when the 
British Indian Empire was almost completed, the British 
rulers laid down the lines upon which they intended to 
carry on the government of the country The question 
that was asked was, whether the English Government 
was to be like any of the despotic Asiatic governments, 
or constitutional, such as the British Government was. 
There was, however, no hesitation on the part of 
England, who decided at once that it should be govern- 
ment such as that of England itself, and the same rights 
and privileges as those of the English people were 
granted to India A little more than half a century 
ago the educational seat and the political seat were 
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eutablifllied, -wHIe the third great and Hnportant erant 
waa the estahliahmeiit of a Iwe pr®e8» a conceaeioii ■which 
the nativea of India could not at first properly appr^ 
ciafe The Indians had gradually learned what Bntuh 
Government wna and they had proved thems^ves t^t 
pnpils It was noneenee to talk about disloyalty be- 
cause a few of the native prints wore always speaking 
against British rule By the extension of education 
there had been spread a common language througbont 
the whole nation The native preae not only discussed 
Indian hut English politics and, he ventured to think» 
05 intellectually as the average journals there 

fl4 Vfeloome addms of ttis Bombay Mnntelpa} Cficpentten 
to H R H PrfhD* Afbert Vffltor NOT«nib«r» ll»> 

“May it Please Tour Boyal Highness —We the 
President and Ifembers of the Hnnioipol Corporation of 
Bombay welcome Tour Eoynl Highness to India on the 
•pot where, fourteen years since his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales your lUoetnous father realising the 
dream of his life set foot on this shore On the occasion of 
that memorable ■visit the recoUeobon of which is yet 
Tind in Bombay the Pnnee of Wales very graciously 
referred to the long association which hod •ubaisted 
between the Boyal Family of England and the City of 
Bombay This aseociabon of histono Importance has 
been strengthened by the presence amongst ns sueccs- 
Bivelj of three of her Majesty s sons to one of whom 
her Majesty has been graciously pleased to confide tho 
core of the Bombay Army His Iloynl Higneas thd Duke 
of Oonnanght, with his consort her Roynl Highness the 
Duchess of Connaught hoe now been for some time 
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domiciled in tliis presidency, and has gained a wide and 
deserved popularity In the peaceful years which have 
elapsed since your Hoyal father was in our midst, this 
great commercial and manufacturing community has 
enjoyed continuous and signal prosperity The foreign 
commerce of this port, which had then reached the large 
amount of forty-five millions sterling a year, has now 
reached the imposing total of ninety-five millions 
The municipal revenues of Bombay, which at that time, 
amounted to thirty lakhs a year, have now, without a 
material enhancement of the burden of taxation, risen 
to fifty-four lakhs — an increase which has been accom- 
panied by a corresponding advance in, education, in 
sanitary measures, and in the material comfort of the 
citizens and people Under the benign rule of her 
Majesty and Queen-Empress this city has largely pro- 
fited by the tranquility and security enjoyed by all her 
subjects in this vast Empire "We venture to express 
the hope that other engagements in connection with 
your sojourn through India — ^which, we trust, will not 
prevent your Royal Highness from remaining amongst 
us for some days on your homeward journey before 
bidding farewell to India, 

53. Address of Welcome to H. B. H. Prince Albert Victor 
by the inhabitants of Lahore, 26th January, 1890. 

May it Please Your Royal Highness, — ^As repre- 
sentatives of all classes, official and non-official, European 
and Native, of the community of this Frontier Province, 
we beg to offer Tour Royal Highness a loyal and hearty 
welcome to its capital Fourteen years have passed 
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Since Lahore was visited hy yonr illnstnons father and 
dnnny thie period the Pnnjah had made rapid stride* 
of progress By the complobon of railway commmuca 
faon hetween Lahore and Karachi, the Pronnco has 
obtained the natnral outlet for its sea home trade and 
the extension of the railway to Peshawar the paoiflca 
tion of the turbulent tribes of the Khyber and the im 
provement of conunmucationB along the Derajat Border 
hare tended materially to secure the Korth "Weetem 
Frontier of India against foreign aggression Amongst 
peaceful pnrcnits the adrance made in education ha* 
been marked by the establishment of an independent 
Provincial Bmversity at Lahore The tour planned by 
Your Boyal Highness wxll afford an opportunity of 
seeing the chief cihes of the Punjab — Lahore Delhi and 
Peshawar while at the 3I3itary CampHif Exercise at 
Kundki will be found assembled several regiments of 
the army which is so largely reoxuiled from the vanons 
warlike races of this Province We trust that Tour 
Boyal Highness will bear awoy pleasant recollections of 
your viut The Punjab cannot boast of possessing in 
its plains the beauties of natural scenery presented by 
other Provinces through which Your Boyal Highness 
has lately passed But it contributes to the Empire a 
population noted for manly qualities in the enjoyment 
of a high degree of agncultural prosperity and which 
while composed of many different tribe* of various 
religions — Sikh Hindu and Mahomedan — it united hr 
the common bond of devoted loyalty and attachment to 
Her Most Gracious Majesty our beloved Qneen Empress 
Wo ogam offer your Boyal Highness o most Leoriy 
welcome 
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54. Extract from the speech of the Hon’btc Mr. Dadabhal 
Haoroji dollvcrctl at the Forresters Hall, Clorkcnwcll Road, 
London, on I4th April, 1890. 

ilr Cliairmau, I am very glad indeed tliai you 
liave made some allusions lo tlie gi atitude that the Indian 
people oure to some o{ the constituencies in London I 
TTOuld name specinllv Deptford, Ilolhorn, and Central 
Pinsbury (Clicers ) I can assure you that the practical 
and earnest interest which these constituencies have 
shewn demand our gratitude, and we do feel it most 
siucerelv The position of affairs is this. England, or 
I would say the British Isles — the British and the Irish 
people — have a mission before them, the like of which 
has never fallen to the lot of any imperial nation in 
past times or any country in the world — to raise two 
hundred millions of fellow subjects to the rights of 
fellow-citizenship That great privilege is now your 
blessed privilege, and we hope and believe that you 
will fulfil that mission with the same desire and the 
same earnestness with which you have helped struggling 
nationalities in other parts of the world Not only have 
you declared this policy of righteousness and justice, 
but you have actually pledged yourselves in the most 
distinct and unmistakable terms before the world and in 
the name of God, declaring that you will treat the Indian 
people as equal to your own selves Permit me to read 
those memorable words of the great Proclamation made 
to us for our future hope and assurance. ^“We hold 
ourselves bound to the natives of our Indian territory 
by the same obligations of duty which bind ub to all 
our other subjects, and those obligations by the blessing 
10 
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aincf« Lahore Tisited yonr lUtutnoofl father and 
dnrmg this period the jE^onjab had made rapid uinde* 
of progresfl By the completion of railway conuminica 
tion between Lahore and Karachi the Prorince has 
obtained the natural outlet for its sea borne trade and 
the cxtenaion of the railway to Peshawar the pacifica 
tion of the turbulent tribes of tbe Khyber, and the un 
provement of communications along the Derajat Border 
hexe tended materially to secure the N'orth ‘Western 
Frontier of India against foreign aggression Amongst 
peaceful pursuits the edyance made in education has 
been marhed by the establishment of an independent 
ProTinoial TTniversity at Lahore The four planned by 
Tour Boyal Highness will afford an opportunity of 
seeing the chief cities of the Punjab— Lehore Delhi and 
Peshawar while at the Military Oamp^f Exercise at 
Mundki will be foimd assembled sererml regiments of 
the army which is so largely recruited from the vanons 
warlike raoes of this Province We trust that Tour 
Boyal Boghness will bear away pleasant recollections of 
your vmt The Punjab cannot boast of possessing in 
its plains the beonhee of natural scenery presented by 
other Provinces through which Tour Boyal Highness 
has lately passed But it contributes to the Empire a 
population noted for manly qualities in the enjoyment 
of a high degree of agricultural prosperity and which 
while composed of many different tnbea of venous 
religions— Sikh Hindu and Mahomedan — is united br 
the common bond of devoted loyalty and attachment to 
Her Most Gracious Majesty our beloved Queen Empress 
"Wo again offer your Bcynl Highness a most hearty 
welcome 



NAOROJI’S SPEECH IN LONDON 


145 


54. Extract from the speech of the Hon’blo Mr. Dadabhal 
fjaoroji delivered at the Forresters Hall, Clerkenwell Road, 
London, on I4th April, 1890. < 

ilr Cliairman, I am very glad indeed tliat you 
have made some allusions to the gratitude that the Indian 
people owe to some of the constituencies in London I 
would name specially Deptford, Holhorn, and Central 
Finsbury (Cheers ) I can assure you that the practical 
and earnest interest which these constituencies have 
shewn demand our gratitude, and we do feel it most 
sincerely The position of affairs is this England, or 
I would say the British Isles — ^the British and the Irish 
people — have a mission before them, the like of which 
has never fallen to the lot of any imperial nation in 
past times or any country in the world — to raise two 
hundred millions of fellow subjects' to the rights of 
fellow-citizenship That great privilege is now your 
blessed privilege, and we hope and believe that you 
will fulfil that mission with the same desire and the 
same earnestness with which you have helped struggling 
nationalities in other parts of the world Hot only have 
you declared this policj'- of righteousness and justice, 
but you have actually pledged yourselves in the most 
distinct and unmistakable terms before the world and in 
the name of God, declaring that you will treat the Indian 
people as equal to your own selves Permit me to read 
those memorable words of the great Proclamation made 
to us for our future hope and ass-urance '“We hold 
ourselves bound to the natives of our Indian territory 
by the same obligations of duty which bind us to all 
our other subjects, and those obligations by the blessing 
10 
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of Almjffhty God wo ahall fAitiifolly and consaentionaly 
fulfil * (Olieor ) Kua then la your great nusaion to 
raifle, as it were, through the two hundred milhons of 
Xndia the whole human land This great miasion you 
have not only declared aa a matter of policy but aa a 
matter of duty, and you have prayed that God may help 
you in fulfilling that duty Now we are quite content 
to appeal to these higher motxves and to the results of 
modem oryfliKation But apart from that it so happens 
that when any good seed is town ita fnut is alwuys 
good The good intentions that you have proclaimed to 
us will also have their good results 

BB Extras! frem the PmUenUaJ Aiidms of Ur Pbsrozc- 
cbili Hthts St tits Uxtli urnkti of tlw Indian NaUDftsI Cenfisstt 
Oakutta IBM 

It IS, I repeat, the glory of the Gongrcss thot the 
educated and enlightened people of the country seek to 
repay the debt of gratitude, which they oxret for the 
priceless boon of eduoation, by pleading and pleading 
temperately for timely and provident statesmanship 
(Cheers ) I have no fears but that the English states- 
manship will ultimately respond to the coll I have 
unbounded feuth in the living and fertilising principles 
of English culture and English cjvilixation It may 
be that at times the prospect may look dark and 
gloomy Anglo-Indian opposition may look fierce and 
uncompromising But my faith is large, even in Anglo- 
Indians As in the whole universe so in individuals 
in communities there is a perpetual conflict going on 
between the higher and lower passions and impulses of 
our nature Perhaps some of you have read a little 
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novel, called Dr. Jekyll and Mr Hyde, the plot of whicli 
lunges on the conflict betveen the tv'o sides of a man’s 
nature, the higher and the lowei, embodied, each for 
the time being, in a separate and distinct individuality. 
If the lower tendencies are sometimes paramoimt in the 
Hydes of Anglo-Indian Society, if, as our last President 
Sir W. Wedderhurn said, the interests of the services 
are antagonistic to and prevail over the interests of the 
Indian people, it is still the oscillation of the struggle • 
it is still only one side of the shield They cannot 
permanently divest themselves of the higher and nobler 
nature which, in the end, must prevail and which has 
prevailed in so many honorable, distmguished and 
illustrious instances They are after all a part and 
parcel of the great English nation, bone of their hone, 
and flesh of their flesh, and they must even work along 
the mam lines of that noble policy which Great Britain 
has deliberately adopted for the government of this 
country When, in the inscrutable dispensation of 
Providence, India was assigned to the care of England, 
one can almost imagme that the choice wa& offered to 
her as to Israel of old 

‘Behold I have placed before you a blessing and a 
curse, a blessmg, if ye will obey the commandments 
of the Lord your God a curse, if ye will not obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God but go after other 
gods whom ye have not known’ 

All the great forces of English life and society, 
moral, social, intellectual, political, are if slowly, yet 
steadily and irresistibly, declaring themselves for the 
choice which will make the connection of England and 
India a blessing to themselves and to the whole world 
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for oountleM generstions Our Cbngreaa aab but to 
Berve as a modeei bandmflfd to that morement asta but 
to be allowed to show the pita and tbe falls AAhi but 
to be allowed to join m the blessing wfuch £ng;land 
will as surely earn as there is an * Eternal that mateth 
for nffhteouaness ' (Cheers ) 

06 . Eirtnut from tlM UcmMp»J Adtfrsn of Woieorrt* to H E 
ths VIotroy on hts irrfval st Amritur Nprsmber 1061 

It cannot boast of any great antiquity but it may 
take credit for being the cradle of the flower of the 
flikh soldiery Its nse as a modem aty dates from its 
conquest xn 1802 hy the great Banjeet Singh the 
Maharaja of the Sikha. Since the advent of the British 
in 184d the progress of art manufactures and educs 
tion has been most marked, while prosperity and peace 
under the strong arm of the British law have prevailed 
For these and other blessinga we desire to thank your 
Excellency s Gkrvernment Wo thank your Excellency 
for the wise educational policy of your (JoTemment ond 
we feel that you will be glad to hear that the people 
of Amritsar have not been backward m showing their 
appreciation of the benefits of that education which has 
been placed within their roach by the wise forethought 
of their rulers in educational matters. This district has 
been much bonefi.ted by the location m our midst of a 
hand of labourers and unselfish English missionaries 
The Mahomedans have established for themselves on 
excellent high school The Hindoos have followed their 
example ond the Sikhs have in contemplation the 
ostablishmont of a college to be called the Khalsa 
College, in which in addition to the instruction in high 
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education, tlie principles of their rclig:ion will he taught 
and its moral tracts inculcated Tlie care and comfort 
of the sick, and the promotion of sanitary measures 
have at all times specially claimed our attention 

57. Extract from the ProsFdcntfal Address of tho Hon’blo 
Mr. R. M. Sayan! at the twelfth session of tho Indian National 
Congress, Calcutta, December, 189G. 

I now pass on to the gracious Proclamation of the 
Queen in 1S5S — a Proclamation which is rightly held 
to he the Magna Charta of the Indian people. It will 
he observed that it is to secure the fulfilment of the 
solemn pledges of the Proclamation that the Congress 
IS strenuously endeavouring . This 

document is, as stated hy Lord Pipon, a Declaration of 
principles of Government It is the Magna Charta of 
British India It was not the result of agitation or 
even of petition It was granted hy the free will and 
pleasure of the Sovereign, and truly displays the 
generosity of the Royal nature It was given after 
the suppression of the Mutiny, and is a remarkable 
proof of the clemency of the British Crown It is 
characteristic of the ISTohle Lady, the Mother of her 
Subjects, whose reign has been an epoch in the history 
of the world Deep reliance on merciful Providence 
and true smcerity pervade the document It is stated 
that this century, which is rapidly approaching its end, 
has been the humanitarian century jjar excellence, and 
has seen the end of many injustices and of many 
follies, that deserved to be wiped off the face of creation. 
But of all the mementoes of this humanitarian century. 
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BO far as India is concerned the Proclamation will 
stand the higheat and mil be ohenahed the deepest and 
the longest by a gratefol people 

It will be obeeired from the above esdraota both 
from the opinions of the English statesmen and from the 
Proclamatian that the people of England possoe&mg 
ns they do a gennina admiration for their own constitn 
tion and jealous as they are for their own liberty or© 
not the people to view with disfavour the political as- 
pirationa of the people of India aspirations forsooth 
which the people of England themselvea have deliberate- 
ly inspired in the hearts of the people of India by pur 
posely educating them in the English language by 
diseeminsting amongst them English ideals of political 
bfe, and by encouraging them to raise themselres by 
edcoation intelligence and integnty so as to become 
qnalifled to occupy posittons of importance and trust 
in the semce of the Government os also to tale part in 
the administration of the country Under the ciroum 
stanoes those persons— and I regret to say some such 
do exist amongst my communi^ — who imogine that the 
people of England ore nt heart against the people of 
Tn/lifl are certainly doing a great injustice to the people 
of England It may be that such wrong headed peieous 
may have been led into oommittiDff the mistake by the 
insular rigidity of England and the stiff and stand-off 
attitude of some Englishmen and thoir rough rcfasal 
at times to budge or bend an inch But surely such 
persons should not be earned nway by outward appear 
ances or by false inferences derived from such outward 
appeamnccs If such people will go a little deeper into 
things their minds will soon be disabused of these pure 
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delusions 'In fact, a more honest or sturdy nation does 
not exist under the sun than this English nation; and 
there ought to he no doubt whatever as to the ultimate 
concession of our demands, founded, as such demands 
are, on reason and .lustice on the one hand, on the 
declared policy and the plighted word of the people 
of England on the other — provided always that the 
people of India are true to themselves I repeat that 
there can be no doubt whatever as to these reasonable 
demands being ultimately conceded 

58. Extract from the Presidential Address of the Hon'ble 
Mr. c. Sankaran Nalr at the thirteenth session of the Indian 
National Congress, Amraotl, December, 1897. 

We are well aware of the disordered state of this 
country when it passed, with its insecurity of person and 
property, under British Buie, of the enormous difficul- 
ties our rulers had to overcome in introducing orderly 
administration without any help from the then existing 
agencies We recognise that the association of the 
people in the government of the country, except to a 
very limited extent, was then impossible We also 
know that British rule cleared the way to progress and 
furnished us with the one element, English education, 
which was necessary to rouse us from the torpor of ages 
and bring about the religious, social, and political re- 
generation which the country stands so much in need 
of We are also aware that with the decline of British 
supremacy, we shall have anarchy, war and rapine 
The Mahomedans will try to recover their lost supremacy. 
The Hmdu races and chiefs will fight amongst them- 
selves The lower castes who have come under tha 
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viTityiiiff mflnence of Wofftern civiIiBation are scarcely 
likely to yield without a rtrti^le to the donuiuon ol 
the higher caatea And we have Bnsais and France 
waiting for thejr opportanibee The ignorant mosses may 
possibly not recognize the gravity of the danger atten 
dant on any decline of England s power in the East 
Bat it is ndicoloos to suggest that those who have 
received the benefit of English education ore so short 
sighted enough not to see and weigh that danger While 
however full of gratitude for what Great Britain has 
done to India — for its Government which secures us 
from foreign aggression and ensures security of person 
and property — it should not bo foigotfen for a moment 
that the real link that binds us indissolubly to England 
la the hope the wall founded hope and* belief that 
with England's help we ahall and under her guidance 
alone we can. attain national unity and national free- 
dom The educational policy of the Government, a 
pohoy which oomhinee benefioenoe with statesmanship 
justified such hopes in us Those hopes were oonfirmed 
by ranouM pledges Ihose pledgee were followed by the 
creation of institutions by which we were admitted to a 
shore in our ordinary Govecrnment which must surely, 
though slowly lead to the full fruition of our ambitions 
Just look for a moment nt the training we ore 
receiving From oar earliest school-days the great 

imgliih writer® have been our classics Englishmen have 
been our profeasors in Colleges Engbsh history is 
taught in our schools The books we generally rend 
are English boob® which describe in detail all the forms 
of English life give us oil the English types of 
character Week after week, English newspapers, 
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journals and magazines pour into India for Indian 
readers We, in fact, now live tlie life of the English 
Even the Englisli we write shows not only their ^turns 
of tliought hut also tlieir forms of feeling and thinking 
It IS impossible under this training not to be penetrated 
with English ideas, not to acquire English conceptions 
of duty, of rights, of brotherhood The study and 
practice of the law now pursued with such avidity by 
our people, by familiarising them with reverence for 
authority and with sentiments of resistance to what 
is not sanctioned by law, have also materially contri- 
buted to the growth of mental independence 

Imbued with these ideas and principles, we naturally 
desire to acquire the full rights and to share the res- 
ponsibilities of British citizenship We have learnt 
that in the acquisition of those rights and in the 
recognition of the principles on which they are based, 
lie the remedy for the evils affecting our country, evils 
similar to those from which England herself once 
suffered It is the hope that one day we 

may be admitted as equal sharers in this great inheri- 
tance, that we shall have all the civil lights associated 
with the English Government, that we shall be admitted 
as freely as Englishmen themselves to worship in this 
temple of freedom — it is this hope that keeps India and 
will keep her always, attached to the British This hope 
is sustained by pledges solemnly made , and the senti- 
ment of loyalty to the British connection created by re- 
peated declarations that we shall be gradually allowed 
the full rights of English citizenship is already in full 
force Such a pledge was made m 1833 when Parlia- 
ment solemnly declared that race or religion or colour 
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ahall not be a disqualification for holding any appoint- 
ment, Tbia declaration of poLoy in a titno of peace hu 
been solemnly affirmed after the llutiny Already, the 
pledffe has been in part redeemed We haTe been 
admitted oa it ■were into the outer precincts of th« 
temple of freedom The Press has been enlranohised 
Partially elected members ait m our local and legiala- 
tiTo councils We can enter the Civil Semes threro^h 
the open door of oompehtiOD These blessing are no 
doubt now coupled with conditaons which unfortunately 
detract from their rule But these great and healthy 
pnnciplei have nurtured and consolidated a sentiment 
of affection All that England has to do is to persist 
resolutely in the line of policy she has initiated and 
thereby deepen that feeling of loyalty which mahea us 
proud of our connection with England I myself feel 
that there u very little reason ta fear that England will 
reverse the past Thus, the only condi 

taon requisite for the fruition of our political aspimtaona 
IS the coutmuance of the British Buie The fond hope 
that India may one day take hen place in the confederacy 
of the free nations of the world can 

be realised only under England’s guidance with 
England s help Years must elapse it is true, before 
our expectations can be realised before we get repre- 
sentative instihitions on the models of those of the 
English-speaking communities Slavery we had under 
our old rulers Hindu and Hohomedon we may ogam 
get it under any despotic European or Asiatic Govern 
ment But we know that real freedom is possible only 
under the Government of the English Nation nurtured 
in liberty hating every form of tvranny and willing to 
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extend tlie blessings of representative Government to 
those capable of using it •wisely in the interests of free- 
dom and progress 

Great as is the necessity of British Buie for the 
iJblitical emancipation of our country, eyen greater is 
the necessity-- for social and religious reform. In the 
present circumstances of India, inhabited ns it is by 
followers of various religions, various sects, classes, 
very often with antagonistic interest, any Government 
which IS not strictly secular and absolutely impartial 
must be disastrous to the best interests of the country 

. . We want in brief to eliminate, if 

necessary, from our system all that stands in the way 
of progress We desiie to absorb and assimilate into 
our o-wn what appears good to us in Western civilisation 
This is impossible under a Government which would 
uphold a particular social system or a particular form 
of religion to the exclusion of others as some of the 
ancient Governments of India did To break down the 
isolation of the Hindu religion, to remove the barriers 
which now prevent free social intercourse and unity of 
action, to extend the blessings of education to the lower 
classes, to improve the position of women to one of 
equality to men, we require the continuance of a 
strictly secular Government in thorough sympathy with 
liberal thought and progress, 

69. Extract from a leader in the "Bengalee,” a leading 
Indian Paper, on “England’s Greatness and India’s Gain,” July 
S, 1900. 

Those who have studied the history of India not 
only during the time immediately preceding the advent 
and growth of British Power in India, but also in 
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Telerence to the inder probleiM anting ont of the social 
and economic arrangements of its hutono past handed 
down from generation to generation must have been im 
pressed in the interest of India s fntnxe evolntion with 
the importance and necessity of the maintemnce and 
growth of the political connexion that now subsists 
between England and India Every school boy knows 
that Indiana immediate past before the birth of the 
British Indian admimstrataon was marked 1 ^ a period 
of political chaos, inter racial jealonaies, and nil the 
evils of a dissolving political commniuty It is the tntest 
of manms of political philosophy that no progress in 
mvilisatiou is possible withont a stable political order 
If India was to make anv the least progress at all, in 
any department of human activity the iron heel of a 
despot grinding the warring elements of on all but 
savage society — a society that knew not how to live in 
peace and concord in spite of the blessings of its ancient 
civilisation — the iron heel of a despot was indeed neces- 
aary to weld the heterogeneous elements into even a tern 
porary political obedienoe The discipline of obedience 
13 necessary for all political communities but however 
law abiding a people might be the discipline of obedi 
ence is never learnt until und unless the different ele- 
ments the separate bodies castes and rnces that hop- 
pen to live together in a oommnn country learn to ngree 
to a common Gknremmeni and to place themselves under 
a common leader or body of leaders and render homage 
to the majesty of the law that emanates from tho sapreme 
pohbcal OBtlioTity The leMons of religion of mortUi 
ty, of history, hove been but ill leemt when they bare 
not bten able to (each a people to ngreo fo lire together 
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in peace under a Government of their own making Can 
it he said that the history of India, in the centuries 
immediately' preceding the advent of British Power, 
taught a lesson of political morality such as is implied 
'ilnd understood by the fact of a people agreeing to live 
in union and under their own common Government^ 
If a whole people, professing the Hindoo faith, and hold- 
ing i-o a common language, a language of which they 
are all proud as a language from on high, the language 
of the gods, the sacred Sanskrit, if the Hindu People of 
the 18th century could but erect a tottering edifice of a 
political Confederacy which came down under the pres- 
sure of sectional jealousies and animosities, if all the 
ties of language, race and religion could but ill succeed 
in welding into a united political body, how could it be 
said that we have learnt the lesson of morality in the 
wide ahairs of life? Looked at from this point of view, 
the Government of India by the British people has far- 
reaching consequences of a truly ethical value, and it 
may well be said that from the Indian point of view 
alone, the Government of India is a paramount ethical 
institution suited to the present necessities of the Indian 
peoples and races. 

And going further back, back into the remote history 
of India, we can trace the origin of this spirit of poli- 
tical un-morality as we may term it (for political im- 
morality would convey a wrong impression) — ^we can 
trace the origin of this unmorality to the spirit of 
locality among the people If we confined our atten- 
tion to only local units such as the village communities 
of ancient India we should be struck by the unanimity 
of views, the orderliness of conduct, the activity of 
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social and of moral life combined with internal peace 
and harmony snch as have well earned for them the 
name of Tillage oorporationB and brotherhoods And 
yet in spite of all thia harmony all this amity these 
village corporations have stood as isolated nnits among 
themselves mdiSarent to each other’s fates and never 
able to ■weld themselves into larger units for purposes 
of internal government or external defence The spirit 
of oo-operation among the people exhausted itself in 
efforts at viUage-organisationa and incapable of helping 
itself to wider efforts at poUtioa] units stood helpless 
before the tide of internal anarchy and external aggres- 
■aou The spirit of locality acoentuating itself thrcngh 
the centnnea the spirit of political TuunoTality as -we 
iucve termed it has grown •with the lapse of years and 
habits have been growing truly antagonistio to the 
spirit of voluntary government This it is that a cen 
trabsed government bke the British has a value for the 
Indian peoples which looked at from a social point of 
view xa quite on a par with any other forms of onlture 
of which they may boast Therefore again the conti 
nuance and growth of the British connexion with India 
must not only be not despised but must bo valued and 
appreciated to a degree to which, in the hurry of passing 
events and amid the disappointments of poUtical life 
some of ■us may for the moment be not able to use 

eo Eztn^ from the pretWsntW Afldrw* of Mr Soroiwir* 
Hath BanerlM at the alghtttnth tecstcn of the Indtan Natonal 
Consrecs, Abtnsdalnad Dseembsr 1803 

In the constitutional struggle in which we ore 
engaged we need the co-operation of Englishmen and 
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the sympathies of civilized mankind It is England 
vrhich has created in us those political aspirations, the 
fruition of Avhich vre non* claim. Our minds are steeped 
in the literature of the TTest Our souls have been 
"stirred by the gi eat models of public virtue which the 
pages of English history so freely present. Where shall 
we find the like of them? Their sobriety, their modera- 
tion, their lofty enthusiasm for the public good, their 
scrupulous regard for constitutional principles, even 
amid the feiwour and heat of revolutionary agitation, 
place them in the front-rank of political leaders for all 
times and all countries Englishmen must accept the 
consequences of their own policy — they must cheerfully 
face the results which are the outcome of their own 
beneficent administration. They must gratify the ambi- 
tions which they have roused and adapt their adminis- 
tration to the altered conditions which are of their own 
creation They have taught us the principle of adapta- 
tion to the environments of our situation, and they must 
not complain, if we, as their apt pupils, invite them 
to reduce to practice what they enforce by precept 
We have no higher aspiration than that we should be 
admitted into the great confederacy of self-governing 
States, of which England is the august mother We 
recognize that the journey towards the destined goal 
must necessarily be slow and that the blessed consum- 
mation can only be attained after prolonged prepara- 
tion and laborious apprenticeship But a beginning 
has to be made, and there seems to be no more suitable 
time for inauguratmg this new departure, for comme- 
morating the new epoch which is to mark the birth of 
an emancipated people than the commencement of the 
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new reign The Viotorzan epoch, memorable m its 
achievements is still more memorable m the generous 
impolsd to hu m a n freedom which it communicated in 
all parts of the world TVe shared in full measure the 
beneficent influences of that epoch Oar disahilitiM 
were removed onr rights were extended higher ideals 
of Government were recognised and a loftier conception 
of Imperial duty enforced A succession of lUustraous 
Viceroys imparted an impetus to this beneficent move 
ment J'o the new sovereign to whom on hi& Corona 
tion we offer our respectful salutation we appeal to 
commemorate his glorious reign by the still further 
expansion of those great traditions of government which 
have been consecrated by the example of his illustnous 
mother and which more than British anna have contn 
bated to the solidarity of the British Empire- We have 
a special claim upon His Majesty s sympathetic consi 
deration The reooUeotions of his Indian tour ore to 
us a grateful memory We know him He knows us 
His Majesty s feelings in relation to ns are those of 
pereonal goodwill Our feelings in relation to him ore 
those of personal attachment and devotion emphosited 
by the recollections of his general warmth, lus truly 
kingly benignity his royal condescension his generous 
concern for all placed under his authority iTho words 
of the Proclamation are still ringing in our eors con 
secrated by the breath of his iliastnous mother, oar 
late Sovereign We have His Majes^s nssuronce thot 
he proposes to follow the traditions ot hia gnat mother, 
that the happiness of the Princes and the People of 
India would be to him matter* of the highest concern 
and that he would endeavour to promote the general 
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Tvell-being- of all classes of liis Indian subjects, and thus 
merit their loyalty and affection "We appeal to His 
Majesty to enthrone himself in the hearts of his people 
and to lay broad and deep the foundations of his 
Empire, by the practical recognition of the claims of 
the people of India to a just and adequate representa- 
tion in the government of their country, by the gradual 
extension to them of that system of Self-Government 
vhich has been the invariable accompaniment of British 
power and civilization and which, wherever it has been 
granted, has been the strongest bulwark of Imperial 
Rule and has evoked the affectionate gratitude of the 
people Under the beneficent influences of Self-Govern- 
ment, , alien races, hostile to the Briiish connection, 
have been transformed into loyal and devoted subjects 
of the Crown We need no such transformation We 
are already sufficiently loyal, sufficiently attached to 
the British connection But we are anxious for the 
permanence of British rule — for our permanent incor- 
poration into the great confederacy of the British 
Empire We plead for the permanence of British 

rule in India We plead for the gradual reconstruc- 
tion of that ancient and venerated system, which has 
given to India law and order and the elements of stable 
peace. We plead for justice and liberty — for equal 
rights and enlarged privileges — for our participation in 
the citizenship of the Empire; and I am sure we do 
not plead in vain, for the Empire thus reconstituted 
and reorganised will be stronger, nobler, richer far, in 
the love, the gratitude, the enthusiastic devotion of a 
happy and contented people, rejoicing in their indis- 
soluble union with England and glorying in the rich 

11 
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promise of steady and Tmintermpted progrees towards 
tioir lugh destuuee^ under tiie protection and guidance 
of that great people to whom in the counsels of Pro- 
videnoG has been assigned the high mission and the 
oonseorated task of di&aaminnting among the nations ^f 
the earth, the great, the priceless, the inestimable 
blessing of constitutional bber^ 

61 An utrut from the PrasUmtlsI Addrtts cf tbs 
Hon bis Ur Q K Qokfttls «t the tw«nty*Ant sssslon of the 
Indian National Consrssa, Btnares, Dsesmbsr 1905. 

Gentlemen, our first du^ to-day is to offer our most 
loyal and dutiful welcome to Their Eoyal Highnesses 
the Fnnce and Prinoees of Wales on the occasion of this 
their first yisit to India ^e Throne in England is 
above all parties — beyond all oontrorersies It is the 
permanent seat of the majesty the honour and the 
benefioenoe of the Hntish Empire And in offering our 
homage to its lUostnous occupants and thear heirs and 
rejjreeentatiTes we not only perform a loynl duty but 
also express the gratitude of our hearts for all that is 
noble and high minded m England’s connection with 
India. The late Queen Empress ogam, was known, 
within the limits of her constitutional position to exer 
tase during her reign her vast influence in favour of 
a policy of justice and sympathy towards the Indian 
people We con never forget that the great Proclama 
tion of 1868 , on which we take onr stand so largely m 
OUT constitutional struggle was not only in spirit but 
plwn in fcubetance her own declaration of the pnnciples, 
on which India was to be governed The present King 
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Emperor lias announced liis resolTo to walk in the 
footsteps of his mother, and wo have no doubt that the 
Prince of Wales is animated by the same desire to see 
a policy of righteousness pursued towards India. We 
rejoice that His Eoyal Highness and his noble consort 
have come out amongst us to acquaint themselves 
personally with the ancient civilization of this country, 
and its present condition The Congress earnestly and 
respectfully wishes Their Eoyal Highnesses a most suc- 
cessful tour through India, and it humbly trusts that 
the knowledge they will acquire and the recollections 
they will carry back with them will constitute a fresh 
bond of sympathy and attachment between the Eoyal 
Eamily in England and the Princes* and Peoples of this 
country. 


62 . Address of Welcome to Their Royal Highnesses the 
Prince and Princess of Wales by the Municipal Corporation of 
Calcutta on their arrival In the City, 3 lst December, 1005. 

To His Eoyal Highness, George Erederick Ernest 
Albert, Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester, Duke of 
Cornwall and York, Duke of Eothesay, Prince of Saxe- 
Coburg and Gotha and Duke of Saxony, Earl of Garrick 
and Inverness, Baron of Eenfrew and Eilarney, Lord 
of the Isles and Great Steward of Scotland, K G.G C , 
T I , &c , &c and Her Eoyal Highness Mary Victoria 
Princess' of Wales. 

May it please Tour Eoyal Highnesses — ^We, the 
Chairman and Commissioners of the Corporation of 
Calcutta, on behalf of the inhabitants of this city, 
approach Your Eoyal Highness with a most respectful. 
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loyal and heartfelt -welcome on thia occasion of the 
visit of Xour Boyal Highnesses to the metropolis of 
this great dependency of the British Crown and to 
eipresB to your Eoyal Highneetes, and throng 
Eoyai Highneeeea to our beloved King and Emperor 
our allegiance and de-votion to His Moet Gracious 
Majesty's person and throne This is the second occa 
Sion -upon -which the heir to the Throne has honoured 
India -with his presence and the universal rejoicing 
-with which OUT present King Emperor then Hnnoe of 
"WalM, was greeted thirty years ago still lives in the 
hearts of the people of this city The visit of Your 
Eoyal Highnesses while ertrengthenmg and cementing 
the bonds of loyalty and attachment which have ever 
bound the people of India to their Sovereign afiordi 
03 an additional pledge of His Majesty the King 
Emperor s abiding interest in the welfare and advance- 
ment of his Indian subjects Calcutta is proud to be 
reokoned the second city in the British Empire and 
Your Eoyal Highnesses will find hero abundant indi 
cations of the prosperity which everything aocompanies 
Bntish rule The continued moral and matennl pro- 
gress not only of Calcutta but of oU India os evidenced 
by the numerous works of public utility the growth 
and development of trade commerce, and industries and 
the spread of education is a lasting testimony to the 
fostering care for the Indian people which is the guid 
mg principle of His Majesty s rule The present 
occasion la a source of special rejoicmg as thu is the 
first -visit of a Princess of Woles to Calcutta, and -we 
beg leave to offer for Her Boyal Highness s grocjous 
acceptance this jewel as a gift from the inhabitants of 
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tills city 'We trust tliat it may serve to remind Her 

Eoyal Higimess of tlie real love and affection of the 
people of tiiiB city "We beg to subscribe ourselves witb 
tbe highest respect Tour E-oyal Highnesses’ most 
duHful and most obedient servants 


63. The Calcutta Mahomedan Literary Society’s Letter 
welcoming the Prince and Princess of Wales, 5th January, 1906. 

To 

Sir Walter Laurence, K C I E , 

&c &c. &c 

Sir, — I am directed by the Committee of the Maho- 
medan Literary Society of Calcutta, which comprises 
members of the Mahomedan Community from various) 
parts of India to request the favour of your kindly 
laymg before Their Eoyal Highnesses the Prince and 
Princess of Wales a message of most cordial, sincere 
and loyal welcome in their visit to the Metropolis of 
the British Empire in India 

The feelings of unfeigned joy and pleasure of 
Mahomedans at this gracious advent of Their Eoy^l 
Highnesses in their midst is intensified by the recollec- 
tion of the fact, that His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales IS also accompanied by his August Consort 
and they rejoice that they are enabled to enjoy the 
privilege of doing homage not only to their Heir to the 
Ihrone but also to that August Princess whom they all 
revere and adore as their future Queen and Empress 
More than a century and a half have not elapsed 
since India first saw the begmnings of British supremacy 
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and all these long and momentous years have become 
associated with a guocesaion of brilliant aohievements 
which stand unparalleled in the history of the world 
While the tnnmphs of war of these early British 
heroes on many a hard fooght field have pitr^ to t 6 e 
world the sterling qualities of British valour and 
manhood history records with admiration the nobler 
viotonea of a race of British statesmen whose single- 
minded devotion to duty sense of Justice and wise con 
c illation, have cemented the many creeds and castes of 
India into a loyal and contented nation [The India 
that 18 presented to the gaxe of Their Boyal Highnesses 
to-day IS a unique Empire enshnned in the hearts of 
millions of people an Empire broadbased on the will 
of a happy and oontented nation and upheld no more 
by force of arms than by sentiments of gratitude and 
loyalty inspired by deeds of beneficence and justice 
tempeired with mercy 

The triumphal progress of Their Boyal Highnesses 
for the past month and a half has evoked sincere and 
loyal enthusiasm in the minds of His Majesty s Indian 
subjects and everywhere Their Boyal Highnesses must 
have received abundant proofs of that devoted loyalty 
and fervent attachment to the Throne on the part of the 
people which is at once the admiration and envy of all 
other nations in the civibxed world 

Thirty years ago when His Boyal Highness the 
Pnnce of Wales s August Father our Qmoious King 
Emperor, made Ms histone tour through India the 
Mahomedan Literary Society approached His Majesty 
with a humble address of Welcome in which a reference 
was made to n reanimated sense of personal fealty to 
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the Eoyal Family, which had dawned over all classes 
of the people It is with sincere pleasure that the 
Committee can now respectfully assure Their Royal 
Highnesses that this ever growing sense of * ‘personal 
malty” is at the present moment rendering Their Eoyal 
Highnesses as our future King and Queen, the centre 
of a world of devotion and allegiance, which is becoming 
intensified day by day. 

However poor and inadequate the expression, the 
Committee respectfully beg Their Royal Highnesses to 
be graciously pleased to accept this humble tribute of 
sincere and lasting homage from the Mahomedan Com- 
munity of Bengal and they earnestly implore the 
Almighty Disposer of Events to shower untold blessings* 
on Their Royal Highnesses and Their Illustrious 
Family. 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant 

(Sd) A F M. Abdur Rahman, 
Honorary Secretary, 

JMahomedan Literary Society of Calcutta. 


64. Extract from the Address of Welcome to the Prince and 
Princess of Wales by the Muncipal Commissioners of Quetta, 
March 12, 1906, 

About thirty years ago, at a tune almost coincident 
with the "Visit of the King-Emperor to India, the late 
Sir Robert Sandeman, whose memory is still cherished 
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tv all the people of Belaohistan, entered Quetta to be 
the founder by peaceful means of a province exceeding 
tu area that of the British Isles Quetta then consifft 
©d of feTT mud hovels clustered round the Min inside 
the fort, Tvith no more than four thousand inhabitant^ 
Soon the country iraa divided into districts bloodshed 
and anarchy gave place to peace and seounty the 
telegraph was extended and railuuyB were constructed 
through the Bolan and Humcu passes Quetta v-hich 
now compnics an area of 7C9 acres, has taken a leading 
part in the growth and prosperity of the remaining 
portion of the province In 1891 the population had 
increased to nearly 19 000 and in 1901 had risen to 
24 584 The Municipal Committee was constituted in 
1896, and funds have been since continually derroted 
to the improvement of the town which since the opening 
of the railway has become a commercial centre of im 
portance trade conrerging on it from Kalat Seistan 
and Southern Afghanistan Substantial houaoe have 
taken the place of mud huts and the town possesses 
some fine public buildings, notably the Sondeman 
Memorial Hall and the recently erected library and 
museum 


15. Extract frcm th« PmidentjaJ Address of Hr Dtdtbhal 
NeoroJl et ths twenty*feeond sessJcfi oT tlit Indian Nttlonal 
Congress, Calcutta, OaosmMr, i$C6. 

AN’ hat position do the Indians hold m the British 
Empire? Ate they British cituens or not u my firtt 
questionP I sav we are British citixens and are entitled 
to and claim all British citiiea's rights 
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The ackno'wledgmeut of this birthright was declared 
on the very first occasion when England obtained the 
very first territorial and sovereign possession in India. 
The British statesmen of the day at once acted upon 
?he fundamental basis of the British constitution and 
character that any one who came howsoever and where- 
soever, under the British fiag, was a free British citizen 
“as if .born and living in England ” 

This birthright to be “free’^ or to havje freedom is 
our right from the very beginning of our connexion 
with England when we came under the British flag. 

TVhen Bombay was acquired as the very first terri- 
torial possession, the Government of the day in the very 
first grant of territorial rights to the East India Com- 
pany declared thus. 

“And it 18 declared that all persons being His 
Majesty’s subjects inhabiting within the said Island and 
their children and their posterity born withm the limits 
thereof shall be deemed free denizens and natural 
Bubj'ects ‘as if living and born in England’ ” 

And further all the terms of the first grant are 
extended in it to all future British territorial acquisi- 
tions. Thus IS the claim of Indians to be “free” and 
to all the rights of British natural subjects “as if 
living and born in England” are distinctly acknowledg- 
ed and declared from the very first political connection 
with England 

Thus the moment a people came under the British 
flag they are “free” and British “fellow-citizens” 
We Indians have been free British citizens as our birth- 
right, “as if born and living in England” from the first 
moment we came under the British flag 
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All honour and glory to the Bntisli instmota and 
principles and to the Britiah statesmen of the 17th 
century The Liberals of the present day and the 
Liberal GoTcrumeut have every right to be proud of 
those “old principles" and now that a happy an3^ 
blessed revival of those sacred old principles has token 
place, the present Government ought fairly to be ei 
peoted to act upon those old pnnoiples end to ac 
knowledge apd give effect to the birthright of Indiana 
‘*as if living and bom in England ' England is 
bound to do this Our British rights are beyond all 
question Every British Indian subject has franchise 
in England as a matter of course, and even to become 
a hfember of Parliament. Nobody in England dreams 
of objecting to it. Once in my case from party motivear, 
an objection vras suggested to entering my name on the 
register as an elector and the revising bamster at once 
brushed aside the objection, for that as an Indian I 
was a British oitixen 

68 An extraat frocn H H tftt Aga Khans artleto tn the 

NatfonU Rsvfm* Ftbnnry, 1607 

I cannot conoeive an impartial student who knows 
about the facts of the post denpng on actual and very 
matennl improvement. Personally after years of study 
and perusal of various Persian books reports Slc , of 
tbe IToghul period, 1 feel profoundly convinced of 
general and progressive increase of proapenty in India 
even amongst the rural population Nor am I alone 
in this conclusion the great majority of English officials 
in Indio, whose knowledge of the economic position of 



BOJIBAY CORPORATION’S ADDRESS TO KING 171 


tlie masses is unrivalled, are of the eame opinion. 
Many Indian publicists, some of whom like the late 
Sir Syed Ahmed Elian were the childien and in their 
^outh the contemporaries of people who had known 
Moghul rule, have often proclaimed that the standard 
of living and all the general signs of prosperity have 
increased. 

67. Bombay Municipal Corporation’s Address of Welcome to 
Their Majesties the King & Queen, December 2, 1911. 

To His Most Excellent and Imperial Ma3esty King 
George the V, King of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland and of the British Dommions 
beyond the Seas, Defender of Faith, Emperor of India, 
and to Her Excellent and Imperial Majesty the Queen- 
Empress 

May it please Tour Imperial Majesties — ^We, the 
President and members of the Municipal Corporation 
of the City of Bombay, crave leave, in the name and 
on behalf of ail its inhabitants, to approach Your 
Imperial Majesties on Tour landing on the shores of 
India with an expression of our deep-rooted loyalty and 
our pride and joy on this great and auspicious occasion 

The event is one unprecedented in the annals not 
merely of India but of the world-wide Empire over 
which Tour Majesties hold sway Never before have 
Rulers left the centre of the Empire to visit their 
dominions bevond the seas We recognise the signi- 
ficance of your advent, we realise that Tour determina- 
tion to announce Tour Coronation in person to Tour 
Indian people is a proclamation to the world o± the 
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great posibon India holds in the Empire, and 

in the sympathiee cf the H^oose and a demonsira 

tion that the Crown os the Lying bond muting many 
diSerent races m varying climes under the flag which 
stands for ideals of jnstioe righteousness and progress 

We claim that our city has a pecuLar title to the 
honour of being the firat in India wherein the Kong 
Emparor and the Queen Empress set their feet The 
Bower of a Eoyal aUianoe, Bombay represents no chance 
settlement acqnired by porohaso from petty chiefs or 
selected by merchants fugitive from other centres Its 
importance and futnre greatness were foreseen by the 
sagacity of statesmen and its acquisition by a treaty of 
State constitntes the Brat intarvenlmn by the Eoyal 
Goverumeut of England in the admimstration of the 
land of India We proudly claim that the high hopes 
entertained by the statesmen who acquired the Island 
and by the Governors who founded and administered 
the mty have met with rich fulfilment, and that this 
City conititates the strongest link between the civiliin 
tions of the East and West which it has ever been the 
aim of the British Government to weld into one her 
moniouB system 

We remember with joy that Tour ITajesttea are no 
strangers in our midst When you came among us six 
years ago, Tour Ifajestice spared no pains to become 
acquainted with our people and problems our arts and 
industries We rejoice to think that since Tour visit a 
steady odvance has been made in the reoLsation of 
high CIVIC ideals The natural vicissitudes of a com 
mercial and industrial centre have affected but not re- 
tarded a material progress which has gone hand in hand 
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a lively desire to ameliorate tlie conditions under 
■wliicli our poorer citizens live, and to develop tlie natural 
advantages of the Island We rejoice to think that 
^Bombay is broad based upon the firmest of foundations 
in being united within itself and that the diverse races 
and classes whom we represent are actuated by a strong 
sense of common citizenship 

In the gracious presence of Tour Imperial Majesty 
the Queen-Empress, the people of India, regarding 
Tour Imperial Majesty as the lofty embodiment of the 
highest ideals of womanhood, will recognise, with re- 
newed feeling of gratitude and affection Tour interest 
in them, as evinced by this second visit to their shores 
The advent of Tour Imperial Majesties as a visible 
indication of Tour assumption of the sovereignty of the 
Empire cannot fail to leave an indelible impression on 
the hearts of Tour Indian subjects It is our fervent 
prayer that the reign of Tour Maj'esties, fortified by -a 
knowledge of the Indian people, instinct with sympathy 
for them in their sorrows no less than in their joys and 
imbued with a love for them inherited from Tour revered 
predecessors, the Queen-Empress Victoria and the King- 
Emperor Edward the Seventh, may be fraught with the 
richest blessings for all united under the Imperial Crown 

68. Extract from the Presidential Address of Pundit Bishan 
Narayan Dhar at the twenty-sixth session of the Indian National 
Congress, Calcutta, December, 1911. 

Gentlemen, we have met to-day on a most auspicious 
occasion — ^the eve of the Kmg’s visit to this great 
city — ^which IS likely to make this sitting of the Con- 
gress a most memorable one While about to review 
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the preeent poUtioal ntuatioii that Tiait brujffa most 
Tivadly before my nund, I have no donbt it doee 
before the minda of all of yon the countless blessings 
we enjoy under British mle— specially the last fifty 
years of our direct connection with the British Crown* 
have been maxhed by great and lasting benefits to the 
Indian people 

Peace, order and perfect secunty of life and pro- 
perty have been cecured to ns to a degree never known 
b) the old Homan Empire and even now not to be seen 
anywhere beyond the limits of the British Empire A 
gennine end an active interest in the welfare of the 
masses, as is shown by its famine, plague, sani 
tation and agrarian measures, :s its abiding and 
noblest feature Perfect religious and social freedom 
it has given us unasked and Hallways Telegraphs Post 
Ofilce and a thousand other instraments and appliances 
are the means by which it has added to our matenal 
comfort and sooial advancement The educational 
system which has immortalised the names of Bentinck 
and ITaoaulay is perhaps its greatest gift to the people 
of India* The spread of English education as it has 
instructed our minds and inspired us with new hopes 
and aspirations, has been acoompanied by gradual and 
cautious concessions of political rights — the admission 
of Indians into the public semoe, the introduction of 
local self government and the reform of the Legislative 
Councils on a partially representative basis IVe have 
a government whose justice js exemplary and a civil 
service which in ability, integrity, seal and genuine 
regard according to its own lights, for those entrusted 
to its care has no rival in the world 'When I think 
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of tlie dependencies ruled by other European powers — 
of Algeria and Tonquin under the French, of parts of 
Africa under the Germans — of the large negro popula^- 
tions in the United States, as the republican Americans 
treat and govern them — thanh God that I am a 
British subject, and feel no hesitation in saymg that 
the government of India by England — ^faulty as it is in 
many respects and greatly as it needs to be reformed 
and renovated from top to bottom — is still the greatest 
gift of Providence to my race! for England is the only 
country that knows how to govern those who cannot 
govern themselves. 

Gentlemen, this is a very rapid survey of the present 
political situation, as it strikes me, and I think it clear- 
ly shows that while the manifold blessings of British 
rule are undeniable, there are crertain grievances which 
are equally -undeniable and need redress English educa- 
tion and a closer contact with the West have raised our 
intelligence and expanded our vision, the example of 
English enterprise has given us? new ideals of citizen- 
ship and inspired us -with new conceptions of national 
duties A genume cravmg for popular institutions is 
observable on all sides, and the whole country feels the 
vivifying touch of the spirit of nationalism, which lies 
at the bottom of what is called Indian unrest, and which 
in vario-us forms and disguises pervades strife and ins- 
pires endeavour. And so the ideal of self-government 
within the empire has come to be cherished by some of 
the best men of our generation, and with the co-opera- 
tion of Englishmen they hope to realise it one day. Eor 
we must bear this in mind, that the destinies of India 
and England are now linked together, and that in order 
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to sTiccoed in our political stmgglea it is indiapenaatle 
ttat the sympathie* of the Engliah people diould be 
enliated on our side 

I have faith in the just and n^hteons instinots o^ 
the English people and I have faith in the high des- 
tinies of my orra race “We were a great people onoe 
vre shall be a great people again Patience courage, 
self-eacnflce are needed on onr part and wiidom fore- 
sight, sympathy and faith in their own traditions on the 
part of our rulers and I firmly believe that both are 
beginning to realise their duty and that the day will 
come — be it soon or late — ^when this period of suffering 
and etnfe shall oomo to an end and India on the stepp- 
ing atooee of her dead self, shall nse to higher stages 
of national existence 

69 Extrtat front the CafoutU Unlvertlty^i Addrw to Thstr 
Uajestlee the King and Qirttn, Jaimaiy e, 1918 

May it please your Majesties 

We however, on the present anspioious occasion 
may perhaps venture to nlaim that we represent not the 
University of Calcutta only but the entire body of 
Indian Universitiee, and taking an even wider view of 
the situation that entire ever incr ea s in g section of tho 
Indian people whicdi has had a Universi^ educatjon 
In widely representative oapnoity wc humbly crave 
leave to give expression to o special feeling of gmlitudo 
The inestimable advantages and blessings for iihich 
India 18 indebted to its connexion with Great Bnttpn 
are of BO manifold a nature that we cannot undertake 
even to touch on them as a whole but there is one boon 
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and this surely one of the greatest, to rvhich the re- 
presentatives of the Universities feel entitled, nay 
hound, to refer specially — mean the access v?hich the 
union of the Wo countries has given us to the priceless 
treasures of modern Western knovrledge and culture, 
literature and science. We Indians no doubt look back 
ivith pride and reverence to what, in the days of old, 
our forefathers accomplished in the fields of thought 
and knowledge; but we at the same time fully realize 
that in order to advance the greatness and happiness 
of our country and to re-conquer for it an honourable 
place among the great progressive nations of the world, 
wc must, in the first place, strenuously endeavour to 
arm ourselves with all the knowledge, all the science, 
all the skill of the West. When, therefore, appearing 
before our Gracious King-Emperor who symbolizes to 
us in his own person as it were the happy union between 
Great Britain and India and all the blessings springing 
from it, we, the representatives of the Indian Univer- 
sities, feel strongly urged to give expression to a feeling of 
deep gratitude — gratitude to Providence for the kind dis- 
pensation which has tied the fates of India toi those of a 
western country so advanced and enlightened as Great 
Britain — ^gratitude to our Rulers who long ago initiated 
and ever since have adhered to a far-sighted and 
B3Tnpathetic policy of public instruction and education 
through the beneficent action of which the light of 
modern knowledge is gradually spreading through the 
whole length and breadth of the land. And with this 
expression of gratitude it behoves us to couple a further 
assurance. We humbly request permission to assure 
Tour Gracious Majesties that the Indian Universities 
12 
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wluoli are the leadera in the greet intoUecttial move- 
ment that at present la re-ehaping India, are vividly 
conaoione of the very weighty reaponaibilitiea whioh 
their place and function impose on them They reali*^ 
that it la their duty not only to promote and foster but 
also to guide and control the country s advanoe on the 
path* of enlightenment and knowledge and to provide 
eafeguardfl aa far aa it la in their power ao that the 
enthuaiaam which a sudden widening of the inteDeotual 
honxon is apt to engender in yonthfnl minds may not 
tend to impair or weaken those great conservative forces 
withont the constant silent action of which no nation 
can achieve tm© greateess and well being— the forces 
of respect for order reverence for law and good custom 
loyalty to established authority 'We venture to assure 
Your Gracious Majeatiee that the Indian TTnivemties 
while ambitious to be leadars in a boundless intellectual 
advanoe are no less anxious to act as centres of atnbi 
lity — ^moral social and political that they will ever 
view it as a snpreme duty to etreugthen the bonds which 
connect India with Great Britain and the Eoyal House 
and they rejoice in the thought that it may be given 
to them to contribute their share towards the successful 
accomplishment under Providence of that great task 
which the world wide British Empire has taken upon 
itself for the good of Humanity 
70. Extrwt from tha Pr*»W«nt|tI Arfrfreo of the HonW* 
Ntwab 8yed Mohammed at tha twanty^shtti mtfon of tha 
Inman National Oonsrtsa, Karachi Daoembcr 101S. 

Gentlemen, fortunately for us our interests ere 
placed by Providence under the fostering care of a 
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"beneTolent Monarch whose first concern is the happiness 
and well-being of his subjects. In reply to the address 
presented to His Imperial Majesty at Bombay, on the 
eve of his departure to England after the historical and 
iver-memorable Coronation Durbar at Delhi, our 
beloved Sovereign exhorted us. His subjects, in these 
words: — 

‘We fervently trust that our visit may by God^s 
grace conduce to the general good of the people of this 
great continent. Their interests and well-being will 
always be as near and as dear to me as those of the 
millions of my subjects in other quarters of the globe. 
It is a matter of intense satisfaction to me to realise 
how all classes and creeds have jomed together in the 
true-hearted welcome which has beeen so universally ac- 
corded to us Is it not possible that the same unity 
and concord may for the future govern the daily rela- 
tions of their private and public lifeP .The attainment 
of this would indeed be to us a happy outcome of our 
visit to India. To you, the representatives of Bombay, 
who have greeted us so waitaoly on our arrival and 
departure, I deliver this our message of loving farewell 
to the Indian Empire ’ 

These are noble words and they have won our ad- 
miration and respect for His Majesty, and our hearts 
are filled with gratitude for such kmdly sentiments. 
Tt is abundantly clear that His Majesty is fully consci- 
ous of the responsibilities of his exalted position and 
should therefore be rightly regarded as the “Shadow 
of God”, on earth When we are the subjects of the 
same Sovereign, are living in the same country which 
18 our, home, are governed by the same laws, are desirous 
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of makinff progreaa in all walta of life and have the 
same ospirationfl then, may I venture to aak -ndiat 
proventfl na Muhammadans Ohmtians, Parsis, and 
Hindus of all claseea from joining hands together for 
achieving the common objectP It is my first belief 
that our united and jomt action mil prove more ad 
vantagoous and beneficial to ourselves than Tn> ^^tT^g an 
advance by dmaions Whatever progress we have been 
able to make, and I may soy we have made remark 
able progress during the last thirty years is largely due 
to the progressive twidenoy of our G over n ment and 
thair sympathy mth the wants and aspirations of the 
people And we look forward to the liberal inatinots 
of our Government for granting to ns from time to time 
oonoessions which we may claim that we deserve It 
is a matter of oommon knowledge that the British 
Govemment are always desirous of lifting up the people 
under their charge, and if we show that we deserve 
success by working on proper lines ‘^there is no height 
to which under the eegis of the British Crown we may 
not nse " 

T1 An sitraot from th* PmUmUal AiMraw tt tht Hooiri* 
«r Bhupiodra Nath Bett st th* twtnty-ntnth wtskn of th* 
Irtflm NaUenal Oonsms, Utdra* DMSmtMr, t9f«- 

British rule in India has not come as o ohallengo 
to the Indian people The first and greatest step in 
the acquisition of sovereignty was taken at the invita 
tion of the people themselves, harassed under the 
enfeebled grasp of a decadent adnunistration There 
hsTO been irars since bnt botron brave men who have 
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fouglit courageously, and liave accepted tlie issue as 
between lionourable combatants, our princes becoming 
tbe friends and allies of His Britannic Majesty under 
solemn treaties, and our people, equal subjects of His 
ilajesty under Charters and Statutes equally solemn: 
and this mutual relationship and understanding, worthy 
of those who had the boldness to conceive and found 
the Empire, though sometimes apt to be forgotten under 
the passion of dominion or the prejudice of colour to 
the infinite detriment of both sides, has been on the 
whole the guiding principle of British rule in India, 
well recognised by British statesmen and well under- 
stood by the princes and people of India. It is this 
which has reconciled the Government of England to 
the martial spirit of India, to her ancient civilization 
and her pride of race (Hear, hear ) 

India has recognised that, at this supreme crisis 
in the life of the Empire, she should take a part worthy 
of herself and of the Empire in which she has no mean 
place She is now unrolling her new horoscope, written 
in the blood of her sons, in the presence of the as- 
sembled nations of the Empire and claiming the fulfil- 
ment of her Destiny 

And, Brother-delegates, if India has been doing 
her part and her duty, the great statesmen who are 
now serving in her cause have also stood by her, faithful 
and loyal I was in England when the first message 
of our Yiceroy, tense with emotion and solem n as 
befitting the occasion, reached our King and the British 
people, conveying to them the whole-hearted devotion 
and enthusiastic loyalty and support of the Indian 
princes and the Indian people I can hardly ex- 
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press to you the impression that measa^ created 
its dignity and simplioity Trent straight into erery 
heart. All in a moment, 'Rn glantl realised the 
unity and solidarity of the Empire and the great 
part India had played and was determined to play Those 
great principles of equality and justice, on which rest 
the foundations of British rule m India Became invest 
cd with the lineaments of life and reasserted their sway 
over people's minds and hearts, 

72, Eirtmt from Um PrttkisnUal Address of Us Hon'bis 
Sir 8, P Sfnha at the thirtieth session of the IndJsn Natlonsi 
Oongrtss, Bombay, Deosraber, itlS 

What, to begin with, should be the political ideal 
of India? « It must be obvious to all sincere and 
impartial judges that uo mandate whether of the 
Government or of the Oongrees, will be able to still 
the throbbing pain in the soul of awakening India, 
unless the ideal which is held up by the Congress and 
accepted by the Government commends itself £rst to 
the heart and then to the head It eeema to me, 
brother-del^ates, that the only satisfactory form of 
self-government to which India aspires cannot he 
anything short of what President Lincoln so pithily 
described as ‘'government of the people, for the people 
and hy the people * (Applause ) 

When I say this, I do not for one moment imply 
that the British Government is not the best Govern 
ment we have had for ages W^e have only to look 
round to see the manifold blessings which have been 
brought to this country by that Government Bat as 
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a British Premier early in this century very truly ob- 
served, “good government cannot be a substitute for 
self-government ” .(Applause.) 

The ideal, therefore, of self-government is one that 
is not based merely on emotion and sentiment, but on 
all the lessons of history 

I believe in all sincerity that such has been the 
ideal \rhich the British Government itself has enter- 
tained and cherished almost from the commencement 
of British rule in India Generations of statesmen 
have repeatedly laid down that policy, solemn declara- 
tions of successive sovereigns have graciously endorsed 
it, and Acts of Parliament have given it legislative 
sanction . . 

It is, however, unfortunately the fact that a few 
years ago unhappy statements and even action of res- 
ponsible statesmen gave rise to a widespread suspicion 
among large classes of people in all parts of India that 
there was a change of policy — a deliberate intention to 
retrace the steps . 

And to-day, millions of Englishmen are freely 
sacrificing their lives in order that others may be free ’ 
therefore, an Englishman will be the first person to 
realise and appreciate the great insistent desire in the 
heart of India Eoy my part, I believe with the 
fervour of religious conviction that that wise and righte- 
ous policy is still the policy of the great English nation 
"Wlien His Majesty sent us his gracious message 
■of sympathy and later on of hope, what do you think 
he meant but sympathy for our political aspirations 
and hope for their ultimate fulfilment? 

So far as we the people are concerned, there is no 
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r©al reason for roistrust, for tTnw policy proclaimed so 
long ego and repeated so recently has been fruitful of 
jnnnmerablo beneficent resnlta Officials, even the 
Jugbest, may sometimea bave spoken or even acted m 
a different spirit, bnt Bngland always did and does still 
consider it Her glorious mission to raise this once great 
country from ber fallen position to bar ancient states 
among tbe nations of the earth, (applause and **b6ar 
heay^ and abe enjoins every T.n gliib offioial in India 
to oonsidar bnnself a trustee bound to make over bis 
charge to tbe rightful owner tbe moment tbe latter 
attains to years of discretion (Applause,) 

"When we ourselves liave so far advanced under the 
guidance and protection of England as to be able not 
only to manage onr own domestio affairs, but to secure 
internal peace end prevent ertemal aggression, I 
believe that it will be as znuob tbe mteorest as tbe duty 
of England to concede tbe fullest autonomy to India 
PoLtioal wiseacres tells ns tbst JuBtory does not record 
any precedent in which a foreign nation has with its 
own bands freed from bondage a people which it has 
itself conquered I will not pause to point out what 
h as been pointed out so often, that India was never 
conquered in the literal sense of tbe word, and, os very 
properly observed by tbe late Sir John Seeley, India 
ifl not a i>osse8aion of England in tbe sense of legally 
being a tributary to England any more than any of 
her colonies I will not wait to examine the cases of 
French Onada and tbe Boer Ecpnblics in South Africa 
to whom free institutions bave been granted But has 
there been a situation before this in the history of 
mankind like that of India to-dayP Hoe there beeo 
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a nation •vrliose ideas of political morality Lave ever 
readied those of the great English nation? Has there 
been any other nation "which has fought so continuously 
a^d strenuously for the freedom and liberty of other 
nations as the English? My faith is based not on 
emotion, not on unreasoning sentiment: it rests on the 
record of what has already been achieved by the 
undying labours of far-sighted English statesmen and 
noble-hearted Indian patriots, both those who ore still 
working for the cause and those whose labours are done 
and whose spirits hover over us to-day and guide and 
inspire us. The East and West have met — ^not in vain. 
The invisible scribe who has been writing the most 
marvellous history that ever was written has not been 
idle Those who hove the discernment and inner vision 
to see will know that there is only one goal and there 
13 only one path 

The regeneration and reconstruction of India can 
take place only under the guidance and control of 
England, and while we admit that the goal is not yet, 
we refuse to believe that it is so distant as to render 
it a mere vision of the imagination '{Applautse and 
*‘hear, hear.”) 

73. Mr. M. K. Gandhi’s recruiting appeal to the people of 
Khaira, June, 1818. 

When partnership in the Empire was India’s 
definite goal it was clearly the duty of every Indian to 
suffer for the Empire, even to lay down his life for 
the defence of the 'Empire If the Empire perishes, 
with it will perish our cherished aspirations As long 
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aa Indiana mil have to look to Engliahmen for their 
defence and cannot defend themselvee, India vrill not 
he regarded aa the equal partner of the Empire along: 
mth Engliahmeu. Indiana mnat learn the use of anqa 
and the easiest and straightest way therefore to win 
'awarajya' is to participate in the defence of the Empire 
and if the war is won with the help of India’s Army 
it IB obnoua that the n^hia ahe wants cannot be denied 
Some will Bay that if we do not eeoure those just now 
we would he cheated of them afterwards. ITd distrust 
the statesmen of the Empire is to distrust our own 
strength It is a of our own weeikness "We 

should not depend for onr rights on the good 
ness or the weakness of statesmen TTe should 
depend on our fitness and our strength If we want 
*8wurajya’ it is our duty to help the Empire and we 
ahall undoubtedly get the reward of this help H our 
motive IS honest, the Government wHJ behave honestly 
with us 
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